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To CORRESPONDENTS. 


“| = French conftitution, as finally decreed by the national affem. 
bly, and accepted by the king, was received in Philadelphia 
when the month of November was confiderably advanced. A defire 
to infert it at an early period, has induced us to give, in this nun. 
ber, ‘we/ve pages more than ufual ; and fo far to derange our plan, 
as to poftpone, till next month, a review of new publications, and 
fundry other articles which were intended for this month’s Afylum, 
As to the intelligence of the month, there was none of fuch impor- 
tance, as that which announces the happy completion of the glorious 
revolution in France; indeed fearcely any thing befides, worth men- 
tioning, has tranfpired, excepting that the troubles ftill continue 
in St. Domingo, where the blacks have become fo formidable, that, 
Without affiftance from France, there is fcarcely a profpec of the 
white inhabitants being able to recover the ifland. 


Several communications, the publication of which has been una: 
voidably peftponed, fhall appear in the Afylum for December. Some, 


that are under confideration, if not inferted, will be particularly not- 
ed next month. 





PHILADELPHIA, Nov. 30, 1791. 
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LeTTeEr from the Kina of France, to the NATIONAL 
AssemsLy, /fignifying his acceptance of the Constt- 
TUTION.* 






GENTLEMEN, 


I HAVE attentively examined the conftitutionul a@ which you 
have prefented tome. Ido accept it, and will caufe it to be exe- 






cuted. This fimple declaration might at another time have been fuf- rH 
ficient: but now I am bound to make my motives known; it is a daty ; 
which I owe to the nation and to myfelf. ; 





For a long time, I had conceived the defign of fixing the happinefs 
of the people on invariable bafes. Struck with feveral abufes, which 
weakened the fprings of government ; {truck above all with the dif- 
proportion which exifted in the financial department, between the re- 
ceipts and expenditures, I determined to fubject all the parts of go- 
vernment to uniform rules. But fenfible that I could not alone reach 
this great object, I fummoned the nation to my affiftance. 

In the courfe of the events of the revolution, and when you began 
to ifflue conftitutional decrees, I did not wait to give my aflent to 
them, until the cenftitution fhould ve completed. I favoured, as much 
as was in my power, the eftablifhment of its feveral parts, even be- 
fore I could judge of the whole: and if, in the courfe of your opera- 
tions, diforders came to afflict my mind, I hoped that the law would 
refume its empire and its force, and that the people would thew it 
that tpt and that confidence, which alone can enfure their hap- 
pinefs. 

I perfifted a long while in this expectation, ‘and my refolution did 
not change until hope forfook me. Letevery one recollect the era 


* For the conflitution, fee page 35% 
























292 Letter from the King of France, &c. 


at which I left Paris: opinions then, far from uniting in a common 
céntre, branched out into feveral parties ; diforders, and the licen. 
tioufnefs of writings, were then at their height ; no authority was 
refpected ; I could no longer difcern nor recognife, in the midft of 
that chaos, the real with of the French nation. 

Then, had_ you prefented the conftitution to me, I fhould not haye 
thougtt that the interelt of the people ought te induce me to acce 
it. ihad bat one fentiment, but one wifh---that of keeping at a dif: 
tance from all parties, and thus to know, in a very precife manner, 
the with of the nation. 

The motives which then dire&ed me fubfift no longer ; you haye 
manifefted your will to maintain order ; you have revifed the con. 
ftitution, and you have modified fome articles of it, which appeared to 
me to be liable to great inconveniences. 

You have fubjected its revilion to legal forms. In fine, the wih of 
the people cannot be airy longer doubtful tome. I have feen them con. 
ftantly give their adheiion to this conftitution which you have made 
for me. I dotherefore accept this conftitution, and | engage my(elf 
to defend it againft enemies, from within and from without ; | {hall 
caufe it to be executed by all the means which it puts into my 

wer, 

Knowing that it is agreeable to the wifhes of a very great majority 
of the nation, I de declare, that in adhering thereto, [ renounce the 
concurrence which I had at firft claimed in this bufinefs, and that be. 
ing the only perfon who is refponfible to the nation only, no other, 
when I make this renunciation, has a right to complain of it. 

I fhould, however, be wanting in regard for truth, if I did not fay, 
that | have perceived in fome parts of your work, @ want of that 
energy which is indi/penfable to give all the necetlary activity to the 
laws, and to preferve the neceflary unity throughout all the parts of 
a valt empire : but in this refpect, experience alone has a right to be 
the judge, and when | {hall have dona fie cauled the laws (the depo- 
fite whereof is trufted to me) tobe carried iato execution, it will re- 
main for the nation to explain themfelves by all the means whichare 
referved to them. 

But, gentlemen, for the fecuring of liberty, for the fecurity of the 
coultitution, for the individual fecurity of all Frenchmen, their re- 
{pective and common interefts muft be united in the re-eftablifament 
of order, andin the refpect due to the Jaws; all Frenchmen muf 
combine together ; and now, that the con(litution is terminated, we 
have no enemies ta fear but diforder aud anarchy, and1 will combat 
thofe common enemies, 

Thofe whom perfecution has kept at a diflance ought, in returning 
to their country, to be. fure of meeting with the proteétion of the 
Jaws: and im order to extinguish all animofities, and to unite all the 
parties which fucha revolution mult have produced, let us confent te 
forget all the patt. 

Let the ecculations and profecutions which have f{prung from the 
events of the revolution be extinguifhed by a genera] reconciliation, 
Could you fee culprits in thofe who have thewn an attachment to my 





co ea ow wowrrm 


, 
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perfon? as to'thofe who, by a guilty or indifcreet zeal, have drawn 


upon them the rigour of the laws, | feel that I am,-for them, ihe 
king of all Frenchmen. 
(Signed) ou Fs. 
September 1 3th, 1791. 

P. S. | have thought, gentlemen, that it was in the midft of the 
reprefentatives of the nation, and in the very place where the con- 
ftitution was made, that | ought to pronounce my acceptation in 
perfon. In confequence, | give you notice, that to-morrew at noon, 
| fhall repair to the aflembly of the reprefentatives of the nation, 
folemnly to pronounce that acceptation. 

*.* The reading of this letter in the national effembly was frequently interrupted 
by loud plaudits; and the reprefentatives of the nation, cheerfully adopting the fen- 
timents of the king, immediately réfofwed---That the profecution of all perfons, ac- 
cufed on account of the king’s departure, fhould ceale; that a deeree fhould be 
brought in, on the following day, to abolifh all proceedings relative to the events of 
the revolution, and alfo the ufe of paffports, as well as every other reftriction of the 
conftitutional liberty of all French citizens, to pafs and repafs, at pleafure, into, 
through, or out of the kingdom.---By this magnanimous policy, all particsare hap- 
pily united ; and the cunilitution is fixed upon a firm batis. 


—$-990003-0609— 


The Szir-RivaL. A Nouvellette, from the French.* 


W OMEN with aneminent degree of beauty and elegance, never 

fail pleafing at firft fight; and, on the other hand, the plain 
and forbidding may alfo affure themfelves of a contrary effec ; the 
former have nothing to fear, nor the latter to hope; but they who 
are neither of a ftriking beauty nor uglinefs, it much concerns to take 
great precautions at a firft interview, the fuccefs of which depends 
not only on the tafte of him to whom they are defirous of appearing 
amiable, but om the different difpofitions in which the man may hap- 
pen to be; as im a gloomy moment of chagrin, he may be difgufted 
with one of thofe half-beauties, with whom amidft the feftivity of an 
entertainment he would have been charmed. 

An only daughter, one of thofe equivocal beauties we have been 
Speaking of, became, at firft fight, enamoured of a gentleman, on 
whom fhe perceived that the firft fight of her had not fuch an effea, 
They happened to meet at a judge’s chambers about a law-fuit, on 
which depended the welfare of the two families. In order to adjuft 
an affair of fuch concern, yet uncertain, a match was that day a- 
greed on, between the two heirs, and this agreement celebrated by 
afplendid feaft. The heirefs made her appearance ina very carelefs 
drefs, and her compliments and behaviour were no lefS void of cere- 
mony. ‘This created fome aftonifhment, and being afked by her 
mother what reafon fhe had for fuch fingularity, the made anfwer, 
that having perceived, at the judge’s chamber, that her perfon was 
not like to create any love inher future hufband, the would endea- 
vour at lea{t to gain his efteem by modefty. 


__* From this performance Mrs, Cowley has borrowed the plot of her comedy, en 
titled the Belles Stratagem, 
























294 The Self-Rival. 


The gentleman, who had been for fome time expected, came ; he 
was a very perfonable youth, and though not wanting in manners or 
good fenfe, of an exceflive franknefs, plainly fpeaking what he 
thought. His firit fpeech at coming in was to the mother, faying he 
came to pay his duty to her; that this morning was the firft time he 
had ever heard of the marriage, which his father intended for him, 
Had | known, continued he, faluting the young lady, that you were the 
with whom Iam to pafs my life, I would have entreated you freely to 
have told me, whether in a marriage concerted between our parents, 
merely for the mutual intereft of the two families, you as willingly 
confurmed to your mother’s directions, as I obey my father; for, if 
the match be in the leaft againft your inclination, it is what | will 
never fuffer myfelf to be brought to. ‘To this, the mother, preventin 
the daughter, anfwered, that her daughter had moft willingly obey 
at the very firftintimation. But, fir, allow me todefire that you, with 
your natural fincerity, would declare, whether you have any liking 
tomy daughter. O! anfwered he, I fee fupper is on the table, 
I will anfwer that quettion at the deflert ; but forthe prefent let us fit 
down, ‘The table-talk turned entirely on the oddnefs of a marriage 
fo fuddenly concluded; not a word came from the daughter, and it 
was very feldom the looked at the gentleman, tbough already in 
love with him; but fhe had her drift. At length comes the deflert, 
and the fervants being ordered to withdraw, the mother challenged 
the gentleman's promife of freely declaring his mind; which he did, 
with all imaginable politenefs; he gave her to underftand, that her 
daughter had not touched his heart ; but protefted that the might de- 
pend on the moft civil treatment, and every mark of real affection, 
This new manner of making love occafioned a good deal of pleafantry, 
till the company broke up. The mother, in her return, home rallied 
her daughter for fitting like a mopeat table. I had my reafons for 
it, faid the daughter, I did it to make myfelf loved.—Loved! an- 
fwered the mother, you go an odd way to work. But this fagacious 
girl laid open her fcheme fo much to the mother’s fatisfaction, that 
fhe promifed to act a part in it. 

The day following, the gentleman paid a vifit to the daughter, 
whom he did not love, but whom, for her charaéer, he efteemed, 
After a fhort filence, the, with a mien which could give him no great 
idea of her intellects, faid, that as fhe had no hopes of his love, fhe at 
lealt required from him an exceffive proof of his efteem, which was, 
fhould he hereafter take a fancy to any other woman, to make her 
his confidante. This prepofal he looked on in the light which he 
thought it deferved, and made anfwer, that as far as he knew him- 
felf, he wes not the moft propenfe to amours, but that fhould fucha 
thing fall out, his reafon would help him te ftifle a paffion, and con- 
ceal it from himfelf, fo far from imparting it to his wife. She infifted 
that fhe would ftand in his heart, at leaft in the rank of a good friend. 
This produced a long conteft, managed with great indifference on 
his fide, and with a vapid fort of obftinacy on hers. He ftill would 
not promife fo extravagant a confidence, till, to be rid of her impor- 
tunities, with a contemptuous laugh, he complied with what fhe had 
been foliciting. Another good quality of this gentleman was, that 
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what he had promifed he kept to. He took his leave of her, telling 
her, in a carelefs manner, that he was going to the ball, and always 
put on a Spanifh drefs, and very feldom mifled a night ; to which the 
anfwered, that fhe could not endure a ball, dancing was a thing thac 
fhe could never learn. 

He was no fooner in the ftreet than the fent for an Efpagnoletta 
habit, purpofing to follow him.---With the fineft thape in the world, 
and an advantageous ftature, fhe had all the graces of attitude, and 
danced inimitably ; her neck, the contour of her face, aud her eyes 
were perfectly beautiful, fo that with a little mafk, and the apertures 
for the eyes very open, her appearance was quite enchanting. She 
foon attracted the eyes of the whole company, and her Spaniard was 
net the leaft charmed ; being taken out to dance, fhe herein increafed 
the admiration of her perfon ; the Spaniard, who ftood forward to 
have the better fight of her, had the high pleafure of being chofen 
for her fecond partner.—After dancing, they fell into converfation. 
The Spaniard, enraptured with the brilliancy of her repartees, and 
the turn and delicacy of her thoughts, little imagined this engaging 
perfon to be her whom he had feex only in her negligée, which hid 
her fhape and disfigured her air, and affected an indolence bordering 
on ftupidity ; in a word, he began to love her beyond what he 
thought himfelf fufceptible of, and rejoiced in the happinefs only,of 
being told by her, that fhe was to be at the ball on the following 
night, and in the fame habit. 

On the afternoon of the next day, he waited on his future bride, 
whom he found in her ufual indolence, and more carelefly drefled than 
before, but in her difcourfe a furprizing alteration ; fuch judgment, 
fuch elevation of thought, fuch tendernefs of fentiments, and deliver- 
ed with fuch amiable {weetnefs, that he began to grow a little eafy, 
though fhe wanted the fparkling wit, and radiant charms of the Ef- 
pagnoletta ; yet fome figns of extreme agitation efcaped him, and 
from time to time, to her great joy, he fell into unufual diftracions ; 
fhe now plainly faw that he was fmitten. They both kept their word 
to meet at the ball, and in a converfation ftill more animated than 
that of the Jaft night, fhe threw frefh fuel on his love, but his mar- 
riage obtruding itfelf among his raptures, gave rife to fuch forcible 
refiections, that, by a very extraordinary effort of virtue, he was for 
fuddenly leaving the Efpagnoletta. How! will you leave me? fays 
fhe, with an air fufficient to have enamoured him, if he had not been 
fo. On this, he funk down again in his chair, without fpeaking a 
word. I fee, fays fhe, that to detain you | ftand in need of all my 
charms ; well then, I will unmatk. No fuch thing, no fuch thing, 
cried he, labouring in the noble conflict. What will become of me ? 
And, in effect, dreading the confequence of a longer ftay, he inftantly 
broke from her. This very probably was the firft time that a miltreis 
has been pleafed at alover’s overcoming the paffion he had for her. 
The Efpagnoletta, on this flight of her Spaniard, was no lefs de- 
lighted with his virtue, than with his love. 


[To be concluded in our next.) 
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FOR THE UNIVERSAL ASYLUM. 


An Account of the late PutLte BENEZET, of 
PHILADELPHIA. 


pPHite BENEZET was a younger brother of the late humane 
philofopber of that name, whom he nearly refembled, in the 
fmallnefs of his perfon, the fingularity of his features, and the mild 
nefs of his addrefs. They differed, however, in religious opinions, 
but without animofity, from the well-known liberality of the one, 
and the indifference of the other, as to matters of faith or practice, 
in {peculative points. 

Born in London, of French parentage, he alternately difplayed 
the heterogeneous qualities of Gallic vivacity and Britith bluntnefs ; 
for, like oil and water, they may be mixed in compofition, but can. 
not unite. Thus, he defpifed the tinfel of European courts, and re. 
fifted the oppreffion of tyranny, with the fpirit of a republican ; but 
he could never utter his beft thoughts without turning them inté 
French, with all the triumph of imagined fuperiority. They were 
frequently pointed with that humorons drollery, fo natural to the 
family, which has often thrown the coffee-houfe into convulfions of 
laughter, and coined original adages upon life and manners, which 
have gained a currency with the peculiarities whofe ftamp they 
bear. 

The late war threw him out of bufinefs ; but, in his office of war- 
den of the port, he feemed again in his element. In a reddith coat 
and cocked hat (as well known as himfelf) a cap and flippers, as 
long as he could walk, he continued his morning round upon the 
wharves ; and as long as he could fpeak, his enquiries after the ar- 
rivals of the day. 

Active, yet unafluming ; knowing, without ftudy ; and benevolent, 
though he never took the lead in any of the charitable inftitutions of 
Philadelphia, he pafled inoffenfively through life, to the age of fixty- 
nine, and left it with the character of an honeft and well-meaning 
citizen, who had been of fervice to fociety, and deferved its good 
name. 


FE EEEEEEERE EDAD EERE ESE 
A comeDYy of MENANDER quoted by ST. PAUL. 


D*® JOHNSON once told me, fays Mrs. Piozzi, that St. Paul’ 
quoted, in his epiftles, a comedy of Menander; and I got the 
librarian at Venice to fhew me the paflage, marked as a quotation, 
in one of the old editions: it is then a fair inference enough, that the 
apoltle could never have prohibited to his followers the fight of 
plays, when he cited them himfelf. They were indeed more innocent 
than any other thew of the days he lived in, and, if well managed, 
may be always made fubfervient to the great caufes of religion and 
virtue. The paflage cited was this ; 
Evil communication corrupts good manners. 
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ApvantTaGes of the Repusxican over the Mo- 
NARCHICAL form of government. 


By Mr. Paine. 


O F the errors which monarchic ignorance or knavery has fpread 
through the world, the one which bears the marks of the mott 
dextrous invention, is the opinion, that the fyftem of Republican- 
ifm is only adapted toa {mall country, and that a Monarchy is {fuit- 
ed, on the contrary, to thofe of greater extent. Such is the language 
of courts, and fuch the fentiments which they have caufed to be a- 
dopted in monarchic countries ; but the opinion is contrary, at the 
fame time, to principle and to experience. 

The government, to be of real ule, fhould poffefs a complete 
chewlddins of all the parts, all the circumftances, andall the in- 
terefts of a nation. The monarchic fy{tem, in confequence, inftead 
of being fuited to a country of great extent, would be more adimiffi- 
ble in a fmall territory, where an individual may be fuppofed to 
know the affairs and the interefts of the whole. But when it is at- 
tempted to extend this individual knowledge to the affairs of a great 
country, the capacity,of knowing bears no longer any proportion 
to the extent or multiplicity of the objects which ought to be known, 
and the government inevitably falls from ignorance into tyranny. 
For the proof of this pofition we need only look to Spain, Ruflia, 
Germany, Turkey, and the whole of the eaftern continent---coun- 
tries, for the deliverance of which I offer my moft fincere wiflres. 

On the contrary, the true Republican fyem, by election and re- 
prefentation, offers the only means which are known, and in my 
opinion the only means which are poffible, of proportioning the wif- 
dom and the information of a Government to the extent of a coun- 
try. 

The fyftem of Reprefentation is the ftrongeft and moft powerful cen- 
tre that can be devifed for a nation. Its attraction acts fo power- 
fully, that men give it their approbation even without reafoning on 
the caufe, and France, however diftant its feveral parts, finds itfelf at 
this moment aa whole in its central Reprefentation. The citizen is 
aflured that his rights are protected, and the foldier feels that he is 
no longer the flave of a defpot, but that he is become one of the na- 
tion, and is interefted of courfe in its defence. 

The ftates at prefent ftyled Repudlican, as Holland, Genoa, Venice, 
Berne, &c. are not oply unworthy of the name, but are actually in 
oppolition to every principle of a Republican government, and the 
countries fubmitred to their power are, truly {peaking, fubjected to 
an ariflocratic flavery. 

Hereditary fuccefion can never exift asa matter of right ; it is a nu/- 
lity---a nothing, To admit the idea is to regard men as a fpecies of 
property belonging to fome individuals, cither born or to be born ! 
It is to confider our defcendants, and all pofterity, as mere animals 
without a right or a will ! It is, in fine, the moft bafe and humiliating 
idea that ever degraded the human fpecies, and which, for the honour 
of humanity, fhould be deftroyed for ever. 

November, 1791. P p 














298 , On Ridicule. 


The idea of hereditary fuccefion is fo contrary to the rights of 
man, that if we were ourfelves to be recalled to exiftence, inftead of 
being replaced by our pefterity, we fhould not have the right of de. 
priving ourfelves before-hand of thofe rights which would then pro. 
perly belong to us, On what groand then, or by what authority, do 
we care to deprive of their rights thofe children who will -foon be 
men? Why are we not ftruck with the injuftice which we perpetrate 
on our defcendants, by endeavouring to tranfmit them, as a vile herd, 
to matters, whofe vices are all that can be forefeen. 

I have fuch a confidence in the truth of thefe principles, that | 
doubt not they will foon be as univerfal in France as in America. The 
pride of human nature will affift their evidence, will contribute to 
their eitablifiment, and men will be afhamed of monarchy. 


— 9 99-9-950-0-0:0-00— 
On RoiD TCP yh EB. 
By Dr. Jonnson, 


"TS HE unbounded freedom and licentioufnefs of raillery and ridi. 

! cule, is become of late years fo fafhionable amongft us, and hath 
already been attended with fuch fataland deftructive confequences, 
as to give a reafonable alarm to all friends of virtue. Writers have 
rifen up within this lat century, who have endeavoured to blend and 
confound the coloars ef good and evil, to laugh us out of religion, 
aud andermine the very foandations of morality, The character o! 
the feotfer hath, by an unaccountable favour and indulgence, met 
not only with pardon, but approbation, and hath therefore been al- 
mot univerfally fought after and admired. Pidicule hath been called 
the tet of truth, and, as fuch, has been applied indifcriminately to 
every fubject. 

But in oppofition to all the laughing moralitts of the laft age, and 
all the sneering fatirills of this, 1 thall not feruple to declare, that 
1 look en ridicule as an oppreflive and arbitrary tyraut, who, like 
death, throws down all diftinction; blind to the charms of virtue, 
and deaf to the complaints of truth; a Moloch, who deligits in hu- 
man facrifice ; who loves to feed on the flefh of the poor, and ro drink 
the tear-of the afflicted ; who doubles the weight of poverty by {corn 
and laughter, and throws the poifon of contempt into the cup of dif- 
tre{s to embitter the draught. 

The nobleft philofopher and the beft moralift in the heathen world, 
the great andimmortal Socrates, fell a facrifice to this pernicious ta- 
Jent: ridicule firlt mifreprefented, and afterwards dettroyed him: 
the deluded multitude condemned him, not for what he was, but 
what he appeared to be, an enemy to the religion of lis country. 

The folly and depravity of mankind will always furnith out a fafi- 
cient fund for ridicule; and when we confider how vaft and fpacious 
a field the little fcene of human life affords for malice and ill-nature, 
we fhall net fo much wonder to fee the lover of ridicule rejoicing in 
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it. Here he has always an opportunity of gratifying his pride, and 


fatiating his malev olence; from the frailties and abfurdities of others 
he forms a wreath to adorn his own brow; gathers together, with 
all his art, the failings and imperfections of others, and offers them 
up a facrifice to felf-love. 

It were well indeed for mankind, if ridicale would confine itfelf to 
the frailties and imperfections of human nature, and not extend its 
baneful influence over the few good qualities and perfections of it: 
but there is not perhaps a virtue to be named, whichmay not, by 
the medium-through which it is feen, be ees into a vice. The 
glafs of ridicule reflects things not only darkly, but falfely alfo: ic 
alw ays difcoloursthe objects, ‘before it ventures to reprefent them to 
us. The pureft metal, by the mixture ofa bafe alloy, fhall feem 
changed to the meanett. Ridicule, in the fame manner, will clothe 
prudence in the garb of avarice, ‘call courage rafhnefs, and brand 
good-nature with the name of prodigality ; Ww ill laugh at the compaf- 
fionate man for his weaknefs; the ferious man for his precifenefs, and 
the pious man for his hypocrify. 

Modefty is one of virtue’s belt fupports; and it is obfervable, that 
wherever this amiable quality is moft eminently con{picuous, ridicule 
is always ready to attack and overthrow it. ‘The man of wit and hu- 
mour is never fo happy as whenhe can raile the blufh of ingenious me- 
rit, or {tamp the marks of deformity and guilt on the features of in- 
nocence and beauty. Thus may our perfections confpire to render us 
both unhappy and contemptible ! ; 

The lover of ridicule will, no doubt, plead in the defence of it, 
that his defign is to reclaim and reform mankind; that he is lifted in 
the fervice of Virtue, and engaged in the caufe of Truth ;—but | will 
venture to aflare bim, that the allies he boalts of, difclaim his fricnd- 
hip, and defpife his afiftance. Truth defires no fach foldier to fight 
under his banner ;—Virtue wants no fuch advocate to plead for he 
As it is generally ed it is too great a puri.nment for fm all 
faults, too light and inconliderable for great ones: the little foibles 
and blemifhes of a character deferve rather pity than contempt; the 
more atrocious crimes call for hatred and abhorrence. Thus, we 
fee, that in one cafe the medicine operates too powerfully, and in 
the other is of no effect. 

I might take this opportunity to add, that ridicule is not always 
contented with ravaging and deftro; ing the works of man, bat bold- 
ly and impioufly attacks thof e of God; ers even into the’ fanctua- 
ry, and prophanes the temple of the tot High. 

it hath indeed been the fate of the belt and pureft religi onin the 


world, to become the jeft of fools; and not only, with its Divine 
Founder, to be fcourged and perfecuted, but w vith him to be mocked 
and {pit at, trampled on and defpifed. But to confider the dreadful 
confequences ot ridicule on this occafion, will come better from the 
divine; to him Seiden [ fhall refer it, and conclude by obferving 
that after all the undeferved cncomiams fe lavithly bellowed on this 


child of wit and malice, fo univerfally proved and admired, 
i know of no fervice the pernicious talent of ridicule can be of, unlefs 
%& be toraile the blufh of modelity, and to put virtue out of counte- 
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nance ; to enhance the miferies of the wretehed, and poifon the fea} 
of happinefs; to infult man and affront God; to = us, in fhort, 
hateful to our fellow-creatures, uneafy to ourfelvyes, and highly di. 
pleafing to the Almighty. 


LPP PPP PESO OV OO 
Account of BENJAMIN BANNEKER, @ free NEGRo, 


(In a letter Mo the Editers of the Peufyloania, Delaware, Maryland, and 
Virginia, ALMANack:) 


Baltimore, Auguft 20, 1791. 
Mefirs. Gopparp and ANGELL, 


B ENJAMIN BANNEKER, a free Necro, has calculated an Ai. 
MANACK, for the enfuing year, 1792, which being defirous to 
difpofe of, to the beft adrantagie he has requefted me to aid his ap- 
plication te you for that purpofe. Having fally fatisfied myfelf, with 
refpect to his title to this kind of authorthip, if you can agree with 
him for the price of his work, I may venture to aflure you it will do 
you credit, aseditors, while it willafford you the opportunity toen- 
courage talents that have thus far furmounted the moft difcouraging 
circumitances and prejudices. 

This man is about fifty-nine years of age; he was born in Balti. 
sore county; his father was an 4fricaz, and his mother the offspring 
of African parents,—His father and mother having obtained their 
freedom, were enabled to fend him to an obfcure fchool, where he 
learned, when a boy, reading, writing, and arithmetic as far as 
double pofition; and to leave him, at their deaths, a few acres of 
land, upon which he has fupported himfelf ever fince, by means of e- 
conomy and conftant labour, and preferved a fair reputation. To 
ftruggle inceflantly againft want is no ways favourable to improve- 
ment: What he had learned, however, he did not forget; for as 
fome hours of leifure will occur in the moft toilfome life, he availed 
himfelf of thefe, not to read and acquire knowledge from writings of 
genius and difcovery, for of fuch he had none, but to digeft and ap- 
ply, as occafions prefented, the few principles of the few rules of a- 
rithmetic he had been taught at fchool. This kind of mental exer- 
cife formed his chief amufement, and foon gave hima facility in cal- 
culation that was often ferviceable to his neighbours, and at length 
attracted the attention of the Mellrs. Ev//icosis, a family remarkable 
fer their ingenuity and tarn te the ufeful mechanics. It is about 
three years fince Mr. George Ei/icutt lent him Mayer’s Tables, Fergus 


fon’s Altronomy, Leadbzater’s Lunar-Tables, and fome aftronomic in- 


{ftruments, but without accompanying them with either hint or in- 
ftruction, that might farther his ftudies, or lead him to apply them 
to any ufeful refult. Thefe books and inftruments, the firit of the 
kind he had ever feen, opei®iTq-new world to Benjamin, and from 
thenceforward he empleged his leifure in altronomical ‘ refearches. 
He now took up the i ofthe calculations for an Aumanacs, and 


actually completed an entire¥er for the Jaft year, upon his eriginal: 
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flock of arithmetic. Encouraged by this firft attempt, he entered up- 
on his calculation for 1792, which, as well as the former, he began 
and finithed without the Jeaft information, or affiftance, from any 
perfon, or other books than thofe Ihave mentioned; fo that, what- 
ever merit is attached to his prefent performance, is exclufively and 
peculiarly his own. 

I have been the niore careful to inveftigate thofe particulars, and to 
afcertain their reality, asthey form an intere(timg fact in the Hiftory 
of Man; and as you may want them to gratify curiofity, Mhave po ob- 
jection to your felecting them for your acconnt of Benjani. 

I confider this Negro as a freth proof that the powers of the mind 
are difconnected with the colour of the fkin, or, in other words, 
a ftriking contradiction of Mr. Hume’s do&rime, that *“‘ the Negroes 
are naturally inferior to the whites, and unfulceptible of attainments 
inarts and {ciences.”” In every civilized country we fhall find thou- 
fands of whites, liberally educated, and who have enjoyed greater op- 
portunities of inftruction thanthis Negro, his inferiors in thofe intel- 
lectual acquirements and capacities that form the moft characteriftic 
feature in the human race. But the fyftem that would affign to thefe 
degraded blacks an origin different from the whites, if it is not ready 
to bedeferted by philofophers, muft be relinquifhed as fimilar inftan- 
ces multiply; and that fuch mult frequently happen cannot well be 
doubted, fhould no check impede the progrefs of humanity, which, 
meliorating the condition of flavery, neceflarily leads to its final ex- ; 
tincdtion.— Let, however, the iflue be what it will, I cannot but 
with, on this occafion, to fee the public patronage keep pace with 
my black friend’s merit. 

Iam, gentlemen, your moft obedient fervant, 
JAMES MHENRY. 


—$$-6-6-5-6559-06656— 
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History of the AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 
(Continued from page 249.) 


N the mean time, events of a much more decifive and important 

nature happened to the northward. A principal object of this 
campaign, on the part of the Britifh, was, to open a communication 
between Canada and New-York, and maintain the navigation of the 
intermediate lakes. Regarding the peuple of New-England as the 
principal fupport of the confederacy, they hoped that in this way 
they would be enabled to cut off their communication with the neigh- 
bouring ftates; and then to furround them fo effectually with their 
fleets, armies, and Indian allies, as to reduce them to fubmiffion. The 
british miniftry, animated by thefe expectations, ufed every exertion 
in their power to enfure faccefs to their arts on the fide of Canada. 

Upwards 6f 7000 regular troops, Britithaand German, with per- 
haps the moft complete train of artillery that ever feconded the ope- 
rations ef an equal force, were employed on this occafion; and am 
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ample fupply of arms and accoutrements was fent out, to furnith the 
Canadians and Indians who might engage in the intended expedition, 
Regardlefs of the facred rights of humanity, the Britith miniftry a. 
dopted the moft effectual meafures they could devife to induce the fg. 
vages to take up arms againft the Americans. Liberal prefents, 
a thirft for blood, and love of plunder, were powerful inducement; 
to the Indian warriors ; and they accordingly joined the Britifh ar. 
my in fuch numbers, that apprehenfions were entertained of their 
becoming rather an incumbrance. 

The comfiiand of the force deftined for this fervice was committed 
to general Burgoyne, an able officer, who was (tronghy recommen. 
ded by an enterprizing fpirit and a thirft for military fame; and 
who was fupported by a number of experienced officers of diftin. 
guifhed merit. Sir Guy Carleton’s command was reftricted to the 
province of Canada, though the Britith miniltry attributed to his 
abilities the prefervation of that province in 1775 and 1776. This 
neglect has been accounted for by fome, who fuppofed that his yn. 
willingnef$ to employ the Indians, as auxiliaries, was highly dif. 
pleatin the miniltry. Be this as it may, he was not confulted in 
the a ments for 1777. Called upon, however, to act a fecon- 
dary part, in fubferviency to the grand expedition under general 
Burgoyne, his conduct was indicative of his wonted greatnets of his 
mind. Inftead of throwing embarrafsments in the way of Burgoyne, 
by whom he was virtually fuperfeded in a command, the duties of 
which he had difcharged in a manner no lefs honourable to himfelf, 
than advantageous to the views of his country, he excrted himfelf to 
forward the expedition, with as much diligence and activity as if the 
fuperintendance of it had been committed to himfelf. 

General Burgoyne arrived at Quebec early in May, and entered 
upon the duties affigned to him, with diligence and alacrity. On 
the 21{t June he met the Indians near Crown-Point, gave them a war 
feaft, and addrefled them in a f{peech, calculated to induce them to 
join his army, but exhorting them, at the fame time, to refrain from 
their wonted barbarity, fo far as refpected the murdering and {calp- 
ing of aged men, women, children and prifoners. A réward was 
promifed for prifoners, and fcalping was reftricted to thofe who had 
been previoufly killed in action. But that the Indians were not to be 
re(trained from perpetrating their ufaal barbarities, by any com- 
mands whatever, appeared in their fubfequent conduct. 

The Indians having taken part with the Britifh, general Burgoyne 
iffued a proclamation couched in fuch terms as might {trike terror into 
the minds of the frontier inhabitants, He defcribed in the moft vaunt- 
ing language thevaft number of his favage allies, and their eagernels 
to be let Joofe upon their prey; the irretiftible fleets and armies 
which were prepared to crufh every part of the revolted colonies; 
and the dreadful and complicated calamities of war and develtation, 
which were ready to buarft upon the heads of thofe, who fhould be to 
mad as to continue in a- military oppofition to the armies of Great- 
Britain. But, the people at large were fo far from being frightened, 
that they diverted themfelves with the proclamation, as a complete 
model of pompofity. 
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The plan of the British, for penetrating into the north-weltern 
frontier of New-York, confited of two parts. General Burgoyne, 
with the main body, was to advance by Lake Champlain, with 
orders to pufh on to Albany, or till a junction were effected with the 
royal army, which was to co-operate with him from New-York. 
And adetachment confilting of about 200 Britith troops, fir John a 
fou’s regiment of New-York loyalifts, and a large body of Indians, 
under lieutenant-colonel St. Leger, was to afcend the river St. Law- 
rence as far as Lake Ontario, and thence to penetrate towards Aiba- 
ny by the Mobawk river. : ; 

“The Americans, fully acquainted with the importance of the 
northern poits, had erideavoured to put them in as good a pofture of 
defence as their embarrafled {ituation would permit. Nearly oppo- 
fite to Ticonderoga, on the eaftern fide of the inlet by which the waé 
ters from Lake George are emptied into Lake Champlain, a high 
hill, named Mount Independence, was {trongly fortified. Between 
thefe two pofts a junction was formed by means of a floating bridge, 
thrown acrofs the {trait. Further attempts had been made to opftyuct 
the navigation of the lake, and to prevent the Britith from drawing 
their fmall craft over land into Lake George, by means of a boom be- 
low the bridge, and cafloons funk above it, but thefe were incomplete. 
And, what was ftill worfe, the whole of the American force in the 
northern department was far from being adequate to the defence e- 
ven of Ticonderoga. Requifitions, for 13,600 men, had been made 
by the commanding oflicer in that department, and the adjacent 
New-England ftares had been urged to furnifh their refpective quotas 
of this number; but, partly from an erroneous opinion, which fome 
how or other became prevalent in thofe ftates, that no northerr expe- 
dition would be undertaken by the Britifh in 1777, and partly from 
an apprehenfion of the people of Maflachufetts, that general and 
lord Howe intended to repoflefs theimfelves of Bolton, this requifition 
was not complied with. 

At the time Burgoyne was approaching, with a powerful army, 
up both fides of Lake Champlain, his naval armament, at the fame 
time advancing up the Lake, general St. Clair’s whole force confifted 
of about 2500 continental troops, «nd 900 militia wretchedly equip- 
ped and armed, few of them being furnithed with baYonets. Thee 
were inadequate to the defence of the extenfive lines @nd numerous 
works at Ticonderoga and Mount Independence; much fefs could ge- 
neral St. Clair, with fo fmall a garrifon, attempt to octupy either 
Mount Hope, which commands the entrance into Lake Geg rge, or 
Sugar-hill, without which latter the other pofts could not bé defend- 
ed by any force whatever, as from it an enemy might eafily enfilade 
the whole of the American works, both at Piconderoga and Mount 
Independence. Such was the fituation of the Americans when their 
works were invelted, and almoft three fourths of them furrounded by 
theenemy, who immediately began to occupy Sugar-Hill, though 
endeavours had been ufed to render it difficult of accefs, by felling 
large trees acrofs the way which led to it. Under rhefe circnm- 
ftances, without troops to man onc half of the lines, being informed 
by his {pies that in tweaty-four hours he would be entirely furround- 
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ed, and'cut off from all poffibility of being relieved, general Sctiuy. 
ler, who commanded at Fort Edward, not having a force fufficient 
for that purpofe, general St. Clair was redeced to the neceflity of 
immediately evacuating the poft, in order to fave his army. He 
well knew, however, the confidence of the ftates in the fancied 
ftrength of this polt, which they deemed capable of being defended 
by a fmall garrifon again{t a powerful enemy; and that to retreat, 
without rifking an action, could not fail to draw upon bim the exe. 
cration of the multitude, But convinced that a retreat would be 
more advantageous to the ftates than the lofs of the army, which 
would. etherwife be inevitable, he refolved, with the unanimous con. 
currente of a council of general officers, to facrifice his perfonal repo. 
tation to the intereft of his country, by an immediate evacuation of 
the place. 
In the morning of the 6th July, the Americans left Ticonderoga, 
with the utmoft fecreey and difpatch, having previoufly fent off to | 
Skenefboroughas much provifions and ftores as the fhortnefs of the ! 
time would permit. A large quantity of provifions, with ninety -three 
pieces of ordnance were unavoidably left behind, and fell into 
the hands of the Britith. ef { 
The evacnation of Ticonderoga was a fabject of loud and almoft ge- 
neral complaint, and underwent a fevere ferutiny. The officers ’ 
commanding in the northern department were recalled by congrefs, ( 
who ordered a ftriét and fbretal enquiry to be made refpecting their I 
condu&, A committee of their own body was deputed tocolleé evi- 0 
dence in fupport of the charges which were exhibited ; and two ewi- t 
nent law characters were appointed to affi(t the judge advocate inthe ¥ 
profecution of the enquiry. To this innovation in the mode of con- o 
ducing courts-martial general St. Clair, fubmitted, but entered W 
a proteftagaintt its being afterwards adduced as a precedent. Char- n 
ges of cowardice, incapacity, and treachery were brought forward v 
againft him, and believed by many; but, after a full and critical in- ‘ 
veftigation of his conduct, he was honourably acquitted. b 
The Americans, upon quitting Ticonderoga, marched: towards h 
Skenefborough, by the way of Caitleton. As foon as their retreat S 
was perceived by the Britith, they were purfued by general Frazer al 
with the light troops, fupported by major-general Riedefel, with the fc 
greater part of the Brunfwickers: The purfuit by water was con- P 
ducted by general Burgeyney who foon cut a paflage through thie ob-” m 
ftroctions that had been thrown in his way, and, with two frigates 


and a number of gun-boats, purfaed the American armament with « 
fach expedition, that in one day he came up with and entircly de- 
feated it near Skenefborough falls. Three of the American gallies te 
were blow up, and the remaining two fell into the hands of the ene- g 
my, with the whole of their convoy. "The Americans fet fire to theif Lic 
works at Skenefborongh, and retreated to Fort Anne, whence they 8 
were foon after obliged to retreat to Fort Edward. p 
In the mean time, general Frazer had overtaken and attacked the di 
American rear-guard, under col. Warner, at Hubbardton. A def- A 
perate engagement enfued, in which the Americans acquitted them- m 
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felves with great bravery, till being charged by the Bri- July 1th. 
tith, and general Reidefel’s divifion arriving at that critical 

moment, they were entirely routed. Their lofs was about 330 ; that 
of the enemy about half as many. Colonels Hale and Francis, with 
their regiments, were with col. Warner at the beginning of the ac- 
tion. Hale never brought his men to the charge, but fought fafety 
by flight. He afterwards fell in wich a {mall party of the enemy} to 
whom he furrendered himfelf, with a number of his men, prifoners. 
Francis fell, fighting with great bravery. General St. Clair was at 
this time with the main body, at Caftleton, fix miles from the place 
of action, thirty from Ticonderoga, and twelve from Skenefborough. 
Being informed that the Britifh naval armament was purfuing to- 
ward Skenefborough, and would reach it before he could get there, 
he determined to change his route, and {trike into the woods, left he 
fhould get between two fires, and be intercepted at Fort-Anne. Af- 
ter a fatiguing and diftrefling march of feven days, he joined general 
Schuyler, at Fort-Edward, on Hudfon’s river. Their combined 
forces, including the militia, not exceeding 4400 men, they were 
fhortly after, on the approach of general Burgoyne, obliged to retire 
farther into the country, bordering on Albany. 

General Burgoyne’s march, from Skenefborough to Fort-Edward, 
was much retarded by the embarraflinents thrown in his way. 
General Schuyler had caufed large trees to be cut on both fides of tiie 
road, fo as to fall acrofs with their branches interwoven. The face 
of the country was likewife fo much broken with creeks and marfhes, 
that they had no lefs tian forty bridges to conftruct, one of which 
was a log-work, over a mora{s, two miles in extent. In confequence 
of thefe difficulties, he was not able, upon an average, to advance 
much more than a mile daily. Such, however, was the fpirit of his 
men, elated as they were with palit fuccefles and future hopes, that 
they difregarded every toil and danger, and encountered the greate(t 
dithculties with alacrity. Nor had thofe who were employed in 
bringing forward the batteaus,gun-boats,and {tores a lefs arduous ta{k. 
Immenfe labour was neceflary in this bufinefs, owing to the frequent 
occurrence of land carriage. From Fort-George, which had alfo been 
abandoned by the Americans, to thie firlt navigable parts of the Hud- 
fon, a diftance of 15 miles, provifions and ammunition were tranf- 
ported, though the roads were extremely bad. At length, after al- 
moft incredible fatigue and labour, General Burgoyne, and the army 
under his command, reached l’ort-Edward, to their inexpreflible joy, 
on the 30th of July. 

Such a rapid torrent of fuccefs as had attended the Britith arms 
to this period of the campaign, rendered both officers and men fan- 
guine in their hopes of carrying every thing before them. They con- 
lidered their toils to be nearly at an end, Albany to be within their 
grafp, and the conqueft of the adjacent provinces to be reduced to a 
certainty. In Great-Britain, the intelligence of Burgoyne’s fuccefs 
diffufed a general joy amongft all who withed for the fubjugation of 
America. And the lofs of reputation which the Americans fuftained 
in the opinion of their European friends, was not lefs injurious thag 
their lofs of pofts, artillery, and men. They were ftigmatized, as 
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wanting refolution to defend thejr deareft rights ; and their uncoy, 


- ditional tubmifiion was fuppofed tobe near ye hand, The terror 


which the lofs of Ticonderoga {pread throughout the New-Englaud 
jtates was preat, yet no difpofition te purchag Safety by fubmiftiog 
appeared in avy quarter. They did not ‘fnkeander the apprehen, 
fion of danger, but acted with v igour and firmnefs. 
in a few days after the evacuation of Fort-Edward , genes Schuy- 
ler iflued a proclamation, calling to the minds of the inhabitants 
the late barbarities and defulations of the royal army in Jerfey— 
warning them that they would be dealt with as traitors, if they join. 
ed the | Britith, aud requiring thein with their arms to repair to the 
American ftandard, Numerous parties were alfo employed in bring. 
ing olf public itores, and in felling trees, and throwdng obttructions 
in the way of the advancing royalermy. At firft, an univerfal panic 
intimidated the inhabitants, but they ‘foon vecovensil. The laws of 
felf- pretery ation operated in their full force, and diffufed a general 
activity through the adjacent ftates. ‘The formalities of convening, 
draughting, and oflicering the militia, were in many inftances dil 
pen fed with. Hundreds {eized their firelocks, and marched on the 
general call, without waiting for the orders of their immediate com. 
manders T he inhabitants had no means of fecurity, but to abandon 
their habitations, and take up arms. + Every individual faw the ne« 
vility of becoming a temporary foldier. ‘The terror excited by the 
indiana: inftead of F difpofing the inhabitants to court Britith protec. 
tion, hada contrary eifect. The friends of the royal caule, as well as 
its enemies, faffered from their indifcriminate barbarities. Among 
other inftances, the murder of Mifs M‘Crea excited an univerfal hor- 
ror. This young lady, in the innocence of youth, and the bloom of 
beauty---the daughter of a fteady loyalilt, and engaged to be married 
10 a Britith officer, was, on the very day of her intended nuptials, 
matlacred by the favage auxiliaries attached to the Britith army. 
Occafion was thereby ; given to inflame the populace, and to blacken 
the royal caufe. The cruelties of the Indians, and the caufein which 
they were engaged, were aflociated together, and prefented in one 
view to the alarmed inhabitants. Thole whofe intereft it was to 
draw forth the militia in fupport of American independence, {trong- 
ly expreiled their execrations of that army which fubmitted to ac- 
cept of Indian aid, and loudly condemned that government which 
could call into a civil contelt, fuch auxiliaries as were calculated not 
io fubdue, but ta exterminate a people whom they affected to reclaim 
as fubjects. Their cruel mode of warfare, by putting to death as 
well the {miling infant and the defenceleis female, as the refifting 


armed man, excited an univerfal {pirit of reftitance. In conjunetion 


with other circumitances, it imprefled on the minds of the inhabi- 
tants a general conviction, that a vigorous oppofition was the only 
alicrnative for the prelervation of their property, their children and 
their wives. Could they have indulged the hope of fecurity and 
protection while they remained peaceably at their homes, they would 
have found many executes for declming to aflume the profedfion of 
foldiers, but when they contralted the « dange rs of a manly reliftance 
with thote of a pwfliye inacion, they chofe the former, as the leaft of 
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two unavoidable evils. All the feeble aid which the royal army re- 
ecived from their Indian auxiliaries, was infinitely overbalanced by 
the odium it brought on their caufe, and by that determined fpirit of 
oppofition which the dread of their fave age cruelties excited. While 
danger was remote, the prefling calls of congrefs, and of the general 
oflicers, for the inhabitants to be in readinefs to oppofe a diftant foe, 
were unavailing, or tardily executed, but no fooner had they re- 
covered from the firft impreffion of the general panic, than they 
turned out with unexampled alacrity. The owners of the foil came 
forward with that ardour, which the love of dear conneétions andyof 
property infpires. An army was fpeedily poured forth from the 
woods and mountains. When they who had begun the retreat were 
nearly waited away, the fpirit of the count ry immediately fu ipplie d 

heir place, witha amach greater and more formidable force. In ad- 
dition to thefe incitements, it was early conjectured, that the royal 
army, by pufhing forward, would be fo entangled as not tobe ab le to 
advance or retreat on equal terms; Men of abilities and of e loquence, 
influenced with this expectation, harangued the inh: abitants in their 
feveral towns---fet forth, in highc olouring, the cruelties of the favage 
auxiliaries of Great-Britain, and the fair profpea& of capturing the 
whole force of the enemy. From the combined influence of thefe 
caufes, the American army foon amounted to upwards of 13,000 
men. 

in the mean time, col. St. Leger had afcended the river St. Law- 
rence, crofled Lake-Ontario, and commenced the fiege of Fort. 
Schuyler, for the relief of which about S00 militia were collected by 
general Harkimer ; but when thefe were ‘adv ancing towards the 
garrifon, they were furprifed by fir John Johnfon, who lay , bth 
in ambufh for that purpofe, with a confiderable body of to- ey 
ries and Indians. Some of the militia fled, but others pofted t! 
felves behind logs, and fought with great bravery. A number of the 
Indians were killed, but the lofs eS the Americans was much more 
confiderable. Upwards of 160, including their gallant ieader, gen 
ral Harkimer, and many of the nb cipal inhabitants of that part of 
the country, fellin the engagement. Col. St. Leger, availing himfelf 
of the terror excited on this occafion, endeavoured, by a {trong re- 
prefentation of Indian barbarity, to intimidate the garrifon into an 
immediate furrender. He reprefented ‘the determination of the 
Indians, in cafe of their meeting with farther oppofition, to maflacre 
not only the garrifon, but every man, woman, and child, inthe Mo- 
hawk country.”’ But, notwithilanding thefe threats, col. Ganefvort, 
who commanded in the fort, replied that he was determined. to de- 
fend it to the Jaft extremity. 

At this critical juncture, lient. col. Willer, and Heart. Stockwell, 
undertook to intorm their fellow-citizens of the ftate of the garrifon. 
Patling, by night, through the works ot * believers, at the hezard 
of falling into the hands of th wvages, thefe: adventurous officers 
made their way through dangers and difficulti - fiity miles, in 
order to procure relief for their ‘heged aflociates. In the mean 
time, the Pritith pufhed their operatious with fuch alliduity, that in 
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lefs than three weeks they had advanced within 150 yards of the fort, 
But, in this hour of danger, the brave garrifen was not forgotten, 
General Arnold, with a brigade of continental troops, had beeg 
previoufly detached by general Schuyler for their relief, and was then 
nearat hand. Mr. Toft Schuyler, who had beerf taken up by the 
Americans on fufpicion of his being a fpy, was promifed his life and 
his eftate, on confideration that he fhould go on and alarm the Indians 
with fuch reprefentations of the numbers marching againft them, as 
would gccafion their retreat. He immediately proceeded to the 
camp of the Indians, and being able to converfe in their language, in. 
formed them that vaft numbers of hoftile Americans were near at 
hand. ‘They were thoroughly frightened and determined to go of. 
St. Leger ufed every art to retain them, but nothing could change 
their determination. It is a characteriltic of thefe people, on a re- 
verfe of fortune, to betray irrefolution, and a total want of that con: 
ftancy which is neceflary to ftroggle for a length of time with diffi. 
culties. They had found the fort ftronger and better defended than 
was expected. They had loft feveral head-men in their engagement 
with general Harkimer, and had gotten no plunder. Thefe circum- 
ftances, added to the certainty of the approach of a reinforcement to 
their adverfaries, which they believed to be much greater than it 
really was, made them quite untractable. Part of them inftantly de- 
camped, and the remainder threatened to follow, if the Britith did 
not immediately retreat. This meafure was adopted, and the fiege 
railed, From the diforder, occafioned by the precipitancy of the 
Aug. 22d Indians, the tents, and much of the artillery and cos of 

- &* ““"* the befiegers, fell into the hands of the garrifon. The dif- 
contented favages, exalperated by their ill fortune, are faid, on their 
retreat, to have robbed their Britith aflociates, of their baggage and 
provifions. 

During the fiege of Fort Schuyler, Burgoyne refolved upon a rapid 
movement towards Albany, hoping to compel the main body of the 
Americans, who lay between him and that place, either to fight, or 
to retreat out of his way to New-England. Should they attempt to 
retreat up the Mohawk river, he knew that, in cafe of St. Leger’s 
fuccefs, they would be hemmed in between two fires. And in cafe of 
their retreat to Albany, they would probably be in a fimilar fitua- 
tion, a co-operation from New-York being expected. As it would 
be impoflible to obtain provifions from Fort-George, at fo great a dif- 
tance, a plan was formed for obtaining fupplics from the plentiful 
farms of Vermont, the inhabitants of which had been reprefented to 
general Burgoyne to be intimidated and wavering, and many of 
them to be waiting only for a protecting power, to attach them- 
felves tothe royal army. Under this impreflion, he detached a body 
of no more than 600 men, including 100 Indians, with two field- 
pieces, under the command of lieut. col. Baum, to feize upon a mag: 
azine of fupplies which had been collected at Bennington, and which 
was faid to be guarded by an inconfiderable number of militia. But, 
on approaching the place of his deftination, which he did rather an- 

vardedly, he found the militia much ftronger than had been fuppol 
ed. He therefore entrenched himfelf in the vicinity of Bennington, 
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antl difpatched an exprefs to general Burgoyne, with an account of 
his fituation. Col. Breyman was fent with a detachment to rein- 
ferce him ; but fuch was the difficulty of travelling, that they were 
not able to march more than 24 miles in 32 hours. Before the ar- 
rival of this reinforcement, col. Baum was attacked in his lines and 
routed, by general Starke, who commanded the militia at Benning- 
ton. On this occafion, 500 regular troops, advantageoufly pofted be- 
hind iatrenchments, furnifhed with the beft arms, and defended by 
two field-pieces, were defeated by 800 undifciplined militia, without 
bayonets, or a fingle piece of artillery. Col. Breyman arrived on 
the fame day, after the action was over ; but inftead of meeting his 
friends, he was brifkly attacked by col. Warner, who had juit ar- 
rived with his continental regiment, from Manchefter, and was well 
fapported by the militia which had juft defeated Baum. Brayman’s 
troops, though mach fatigued by their march, behaved for fome time 
with great refolution, but were at length obliged to abandon their 
artillery and retreat. In thefe actions about 7oo Britith prifoners 
were taken. Of the Americans about 100 were loft in killed and 
wounded. Congrefs refolved that their thanks fhould be prefented 
to general Starke, and the officers and foldiers under his command, 
for their bravery on this occafion. 

Never were thanks more defervedly beftowed. The overthrow of 
thefe detachments was the firft link ina grand chain of caufes, which 
finally drew down ruin on the whole royal army. The confidence 
with which the Americans were infpired, on finding themfelves able 
to defeat regular troops, produced furprifing effects. It animated 
their exertions, and filled them with expectation of further fuce 
cefles. 

That military pride which is the foul of an army, was nurtured 
by the captured artillery, and other trophies of victory. In pro- 
portion to the elevation of the Americans, was the depreftion of their 
adverfz:ies. Accnftomed to fuccefS, as they had been in the pre- 
ceding part of the campaign, they felt unufual mortification from 
this unexpected check. Though it did not diminifh their courage, it 
abated their confidence. It is not eafy to enumerate all the dif- 
altroas cohfequences which refulted to the royal army, from the fai» 
lare of their expedition to Bennington. Thefe were fo extenfive, 
that their lofs of men was the leaft confiderable. It deranged every 
pian for pnfhing the advantages which had been previoufly obtained. 
Among other embarraffments,it reduced general Burgoyne to the al- 
ternative of halting, tiJl he brought forward fupplies from Fort. 
George, or of advancing without them at the rifque of being 
fiarved. The former being adopted, the royal army was detained 
from Auguft r6th, to September 13th. ‘This unavoidable delay, gave 
time and opportunity for the Americans to collec in great num. 
bers. 

The defeat of lieut.col. Baum, was the firft event which, for a leng 
time,had taken place in favour of the American northern army. From 
December 1775, it had experienced one misfortune treading on the 
heels of another, and defeat fucceeding defeat. Every movement had 
been either for the purpofe of retreating or of evacuating. The fub- 
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fequent tranfactions prefent a remarkable contraft. Fortune, which, 
previous to the battle of Bennington, had not for a moment quitted 
the Britith ftandard, feemed after that event, as if the had entirely 


changed fides. 
[Te be continued.] 


OD POOP OOO 


Particulars of a fingular Voyage, performed by Hypo. 
Litus STEPANOFF, from KAMSCHATKA to Macao, 
and thence to Batavia.* 


YPOLITUS STEPANOFP, according to his own relation, was 

a Ruffian gentleman, poflefled of confiderable landed property 
in the country, and from his youth had ferved in the guards of Ifmai- 
lof, which were thofe that attended the Emprefs; but, in the year 
1762, being a captain in that corps, with the rank of lieutenant. 
colonel in the army, he requefted leave to refign, on account of the 
revolution which had dethroned Peter II. 

At firft ke refolved to live privately, and within the compafs of his 
fortune, but he was prevented from purfuing this plan; for the Em- 
prefs, having ordered every province in her territories to fend two 
deputies to court, to aflift in forming a new code of laws, he was chof- 
en by the province of Mofcow as its reprefentative for that purpole; 
and on this a¢count he fet out for Peterfburgh. When the aflembly 
had deliberated for two months, a difpute of a very ferious nature a- 
yofe between him and one of the moft refpectable of the deputies, 
which terminated by his being thrown into prifon, and afterwards 
fent into banifhment to Kamfchatka. After a journey which lafted 
ten months, he arrived, in October 1770, with four other exiles, at 
a finall place in that country called Bargaretzkoy, where he remain- 
ed eight ‘months in the greateft mifery. In concert with feveral of 
his companions, he here formed the bold refolution of embarking in 
fome fmall veflel, with a defign of reaching the Chinefe coaft, oppo- 
fice to the ftreights of Barfchetewfky, and from thence making his 
way tofome portin Europe. To accomplifh this fcheme, it was ne- 
cefiary to embrace the firft favourable opportunity of embarking with 
the greateft privacy, and without noife, in one of thofe fmall two- 
mafted veflels, which are employed on the coafts where the inhabi- 
tants go in queft of beavers. They intended firft to make for Guam, 
one of the Ladrone iflands, belonging to the Spaniards. The gover- 
nor of the place, having thought proper, in the fpring-time, to 
treat his prifoners with more than ufual feverity, Stepenoff affembled 
all thofe whom he knew to be favourable to his defign, and who had 
refolved to accompany him in his flight: they amounted in number to 
thirty-two. They agreed to feize all the inhabitants from whom 
they apprehended danger; and the execution of this enterprife ap- 
peared to be fo much the eafier, as the place was neither fortified nor 
provided with any defence, except three pieces of cannon, and lix 


* ExtraSed from a particular relation, written by himfelf, in the RuGisn laas 
guage. 
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foldiers. On the 27th of April they commenced their attempt. 
Having taken pofleflion of the imperial treafure, and all the ammuni- 
tion, and having difarmed the foldicrs, they travelled over land to 
Tichekafka, fituated at the diftance of forty werfts* from Bargeretz- 
koy. Onthe ft of May they arrived at this place, where they 
found their veflel, which they immediately began to free from the 
furrounding ice; + and, having equipped it for a fea-voyage, they 
called it the St. Peter. In eleven days, every thing being ready, 
they elected acommander, andthe whole crew then confitted of eight 
flaves, thirty-two free perfons, one merchant, one pilot, nine fai- 
lors, one chancellor, one fecretary, feven natives of Kamfchatka, 
one native of the Kurile ifles, two Ruffian boys, four married wo- 
men, and twe fervants of the pilot T{churin, amounting in all to fe- 
yenty people. 

On the 12th of May they fet fail, amidft the node of cannon, and 
fteered north-eaft, with a fair wind, in order to avoid the coait ; but 
foon after, the weather being bad, and the wind contrary, they pur- 
{ued their courfe in a northern direciion, and then towards the eaft. 
—After two days fail, they difcovered one of the Kurile ifles, which 
they left on the right. Next day, a violent wind ariling, accempa- 
nied by a thick fog, they were in danger of being loft: on this ac- 
count they refolved to anchor, and, having hoifted out a {mall bear, 
made of whales fkins, fent a few men in it to examine the coaft, and 
fearch for a fafe landing-place. Asthey found a bay, the entrance of 
which was three fathoms in depth, they calt anchor in. it, and re- 
mained in that fituation, from the 18th of May tothe rath of June, 
when they again prepared for their departure ;.and, having baked 
fome bread, and dried their bifcuit, they continued their voyage to- 
wards the fouth-eaft, with a fair wind, the fea being now and then 
calm, and the tide favourable, efpecially from the forty-eighth de- 
gree of northern latitude.—According to their own reckoning, they 
were between the Ladrone and the Marian iflands, when their provi- 
fion began to fall fhort, and they had then.nothing elfe to fubfift on 
but a final] quantity of meal, and fome putrid water in leaky catks. 

As all the crew began to murmur, they chapgerhtheir courfe, with 
a view of making the coaft of China or of Japan. For two days fuecef- 
ively they puriued the fame route, with a fair wind; but a furious 
tempeft coming upon them from the fouth-eaft, in the evening, they 
reefed all their fails, except the mizen-fail, which, in an hour after, 
was torn to piecesby the wind. They were obliged then to leave the 
veflel at the mercy of the wind and the waves; the heavens appeared 
overcalt, the rain poured down in torrents, and the violence of the 
ftorm increafed every moment, the billows rifing as it were to the 
clouds, and threatening to fwallow them up.—The veflel having 
{prang a leak, they thifted the ballaft, and endeavoured to ftop it ia 
the belt manner they could.—The third day, the wind became more 


* Stepanoff reckons 6 3-8 werfts to make one German imile. 
+ Though the coafs ncar Kamfchatka are often free from ice, before the begianing 
of April, this place cannot be fo, on account of large high mounteins, which ieter- 


cept the rays of the fun, and prevent them from exerting all their force till the 
month of June, 
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furious, and fhattered their veffel in a dreadful manner; but Proyj. 
dence faved them from this imminent danger. On the fourth day, 
the wind beganto grow alittlecalmer, and, the day following, the 
weather being muchclearer, they found themfelves in the 32d de. 
gree of north latitude.—Soon after they difcovered land, and ima. 
gining, it tobe Nangazaky,* they refolved to make themfelves pafy 
for Dutchmen, and, hoiltinga green flag,+ in the evening caft an. 
chor in forty fathoms water, near a part of the coalt where they ob. 
ferved a great many fires, 

Next morning, Stepanoff embarked early, with Major Wimbla and 
eight men, in a boat, to feek fome bay on the coalt, where they might 
procure a fupply of frefh water. They could not, however, Jand 
without being perceived by the inhabitants, who were enabled to dif. 
tinguifh them by the light of their fires. This was the firit time they 
had ever feenthe Japanefe. Being futrounded by a crowd of thefe 
people, they pretended to be Dutchmen, } and immediately a fign 
was made to them, to proceed along the coaft farther to the north, 
The Japanefe becoming a little more familiar with them, began to 
examine the arms and drefs of thefe ftrangers, who made them a pre. 
fent of fome pieces of filk ftuff, a few fhirts, and ribands; but when 
Stepanoff faw them approaching in too great numbers, he returned 
to his veflel, leaving fix men on fhore. When he had provided him- 
felf with a fufficient quantity of freth water, and rice,which the Japanefe 
brought him, he again fet fail, and coafted along the ifles towards 
the north, with a view of finding a place where he and his compan- 
ions might land in fafety. About evening, they obferved feveral ca- 
neces coming towards them, the people in which fhewed them a har- 
bour, where they entered on the roth of July, by the afliftance of the 
Japanefe themfelves; for at that time it was a perfect calm. Here 
they were again fupplied with frefh water and rice, bat four canoes 
kept guard continually around the veflel, and thefe, after a certain 
fpace, were relieved by others. 

On the 11th of July, Stepanoff and his commander quitted their 
veflel, intending to make a little excurfion on fhore, but they were 
met by feveral canoes filled with eos who gave them to under- 
ftand by their figns that they had come te prevent their defign, the 
execution of which would have coft them their lives. The Roflians, 
therefore, put about, and returned on board, where they got their 
cafks ready for receiving water. On the 12th, the Japanefe brought 
them water, but im fuch a quantity as was fcarcely fufficient for one 
day, and they would not permit them to procure any further fupply. 
The Roffians immediately ordered their casks to be carried on fhore, 


* This placc, by means of a bridge, has a commnnication with the ifland of Defi- 
ma, where the officers belonging to the Dutch Eaft lndia Company refide. 

¢ It is not eafy to comprehend how they could make themielves pals for Dutch- 
men, by hoifling a green flag. 

¢ It is well known, that, of all Chriftian nations, the Dutch alone, fince the ex- 
pulfion of the Portuguefe, have the liberty of touching at Japan, and of trading, but 
only under the name of Dutchmen, and not under that of Chriftians, whom the Ja- 
panefe abhor fo much, that ao books concerning the Chriftian religion, dare be 
landed under pain of « eath. 
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under a guard of armed men; but the Japanefe prevented them, by 
bringing enough of rain-water to ferve them for two days. 

When the veflel was fufficiently {tocked with freth water and rice, 

they again fet fail, direéting their courfe fouth-eaft; and, at the end 
of feven days, they dijcovered unknown land. Having approached 
the coat, they found a bay, in which they came to anchor, and 
where they remained till the rft of Auguit. This country was the 
ifland of Ufmatky, fituated in the 28th degree of north latitude. Af- 
ter procuring here bifcuit and frefh water, they continued their 
voyage, and, after failing ten days, difcovered more land in the 
24th degree of north latitude. This they imagined to be the ifland 
of Tarmova, but, there being a calm, they did not reach it until the 
third day, and anchored in forty fathoms water. Part of the crew 
who had been fent on fhore with a boat, returned foon after, and in- 
formed the reft, that the inhabitants had fired upon them: on this 
account they immediately departed, cruifing along the coalt, and 
keeping on a fouth-eaft courfe. Meeting with contrary winds, and 
a ftrong current, which drove them from their courfe, they arrived 
at the promontory of an ifland, and, having approached near to the 
fhore, they faw coming towards them feveral canoes, filled with the 
natives, who fhewed tiem a bay, which they entered, amd where 
they provided themfelves with water. Next morning, they went 
in queft of more, but fome of their company having amufed them- 
felves too long in a rivulet where they went to bathe, they were fur- 
prifed by the inhabitants, and aflaflinated. Stepanoff immediately 
made a defcent on the coa(t, at the head of thirty men, to revenge, 
the death of his unfortunate companions; but three or four thoufand 
of the inhabitants, armed after their own manner, came to oppoie 
them. The Ruffians, dividing themfelves into three bodies, march- 
ed boldly forward to meet the enemy, and, having killed feveral of 
them on the fpot, difperfed the reft, and burnt almoft a thoufand of 
their huts ur houfes. After this fignal victory, they returned to 
their veflel, and departed on the 20th of Augnit. 

Their intention was to make for Manilla, but contrary winds o- 
bliged them .to proceed tothe north. Next day they ftcered eaft, 
and in fix days difcovered land. Coaiting along the thore, they ar- 
rived firft at Tfichin-China, a place belonging to the Chinefe, where 
they refrethed themfelves tor five days, and, having procured water, 
and a coafting pilot, purfued their voyage till the 22d of September, 
when they arrived fafe at Macao, without lofing any more of their 
people than the three who had been ailaflinated.— Here they fold 
their veflel for 3960 Dutch florins, Some ualucky circumftances oc- 
cafioned Stepanoff to be arrefted at Macao, but he was releafed foon 
after. Having in vain attempted to get himfelf fent to Lifbon, in ors 
der to prove his innocence, he obtained froin the governor a certifi- 
cate refpecting his conduct, and at the fame time permiffion to go to 
Batavia, where he arrived, and died in great mifery and diltreis, in 
the month of July 1772. 


November, 1791. 
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Remarks on the prevalent mode of Evvucartion, 


Ty ERHA PS. it may be numbered among the errors in our fyftems of 
education, that, inall our univerfities and colleges, the fludents 
are all re(tricted to the fame courfe of ftudy. 

But young gentlemen are not all defigned for the fame line of bufi. 
nefs, and why fhould they purfue the fame ftudies? Why fhould 
a merchant trouble himfelf with the rules of Greek and Roman {yp. 
tax, or a planter puzzle his head with conic fections! Life is too 
fhort to acquire, and the mind of man too feeble to contain, the 
whole circle of iciences. The greateft genius on earth, not even 
a Bacon, can be a perfect mafter of every branch; but any moderate 
peuius, may, by fuitable application, be perfect in any ove branch, 
by attempting therefore to teach young gentlemen every thing, we 
make the moft of them mere fmatterers in {cience. In order to quali- 
fy perfons to figure in any profeffion, it is neceflary that they fhould 
attend clefely to thofe branches of learning which lead to it. 

There are fome arts and fciences which are neceflary for every 
man. Every man fhould be able to fpeak and write his native 
tongue with correctnels; and have fome knowledge of mathematics, 
The rules of arithmetic are indifpenfibly requifite. But befides the 
Tearning which is of common utility, boys fhould be directed to 
purfue thofe branches, which are connected, more immediately, 
with the bufinefs for which they are defined. 

It would be very ufeful for the farming part of the community, to 
furnifh country fchools with fome eafy fy{tem of practical hufbandry. 
By repeatedly reading fome book of this kind, the mind would be 
ftored with ideas, which might not indeed be underftood in youth, 
but which would be called into practice in fome fubfequent period of 
life. -This would lead the mind to the fubject of agriculture, and 
pave the w ay for improvements. 

Young gentlemen, defigned for the mercantile line, after having 
learned to write and fpeak English correctly, might attend to 
French, or fuch other living languages, as they will probably want in 
the courfe of bufinets. ‘Thefe languages fhould be learned early in 
youth, while the organs are yet pliable; otherwife the pronuncia- 
tion will probably be imperfeet. Thefe ftudies might be fucceeded 
by fome attention to chronology, and a regular application to geo- 
graphy, mathematics, hiftory, the general regulations of commercial 
nations, principles of advance in trade, of infurance, and to the ge- 
neral principles of government. 

It appears to me that fuch a courfe of education, which might be 
completed by the age of fifteen or fixteen, would have a tendency to 
make better merchants, than the ufual practice which confines boys 
to Lucian, Owid, and Tully, till they are fourteen, and then turns 
thein into adtore, without*an idea of their bufinefs, or one article of 
education figecilary for them, except perhaps a knowledge of writ- 
ing and figures, 

such a fyfteay of Englith education is alfo much preferable to 
a univerlity-education, even with the ufual honors; for it might be 
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finithed fo early as to leave young perfons time to ferve a regular ap- 

renticefhip, without which no perfon fhould enter upon butinets. 
But by the time a univerfity-education is completed, young men 
commonly commence gent/emen—their age and their pride will not 
fuffer them to go through the drudgery of a compting-houfe—and 
they enter upon bufinefs without the requifite accomplifhments. In- 
deed it appears to me that what is now called a /iberal education dit- 
qualifies a man for bufinefs. Habits are formed in youth and by prac- 
tice; and as bufinefs is, in fome meafure, mechanical, every perfon 
fhould be exercifed in his employment, in an early period of life, 
that his habits may be formed by the time his apprenticefhip expires. 
An education in a univerfity interferes with the forming of thefe ha- 
bits; and perhaps forms oppofite habits—the mind may contract 
a fondnefs for eafe, for pleafure, or for books, which no efforts can 
overcome. An academic education, which fhould furnifh the youth 
with fome ideas of men and things, and leave time for an apprentice- 
fhip before the age of twenty-one years, would, in my opinion, be 
the moft eligible for young men who are defigned for active employ- 
ments. 


ce OOD OO OOOO 
On the Severtty of the Bririsu Penar Laws. 


HE number of felonies by ftatute has of late years been increafed 
prodigioufly; and, whatis indeed to be lamented, the increafe 
of punifhments feems in no way to have contributed to the decreafe of 
crimes. In Wilfon’s edition of ‘‘ Hale’s Hiltery of the Pleas of the 
Crown,” there is an appendix, containing a catalogue of the felo- 
nies created by ftatute, fince the former edition of that book in the 
year 1736. And from this it appears, that, from the year 1736, ta 
the year 1776, there have been no lets than ffty new felonies creat- 
ed. Much might be faid upon this fubject ; but, inftead of detaining 
the reader with any obfervations of our own, we fhall ftate the con- 
fequences of this increafe and feverity of punithment, in the words of 
a moft ingenious and elegant writer. 

“‘It were highly to be wifhed, that legiflative power,” fays Dr, 
Goldfmith, “‘ would direct the law rather to reformation than feve. 
rity; that it would feem convinced, that the work of eradicating 
crimes, is not by making punifhments familiar, but formidable. 
Then, inftead of our prefent prifons, which find, or make men euil. 
ty, which inclofe wretches for the commiflion of one crime, and re, 
turn them, if returned alive, fitted for the perpetration of thou. 
fands; we fhould fee, as in other parts of Europe, places of peni- 
tence and folitude, where the accufed might be attended by fuch a 


ch as 
could give them repentance, if guilty, om new motives to virtue, if 


innocent. And this, but not the increafing of punithments, is the 
way tomend a ftate; nor can I avoid even quetlicning the validity of 
that right which focial combinations have aflumed, of capitally pune 
hing offences of a flight nature. In caf fmurder, their right is 
obvious: as it isthe duty ofus all, from the law of {elf defence. to 
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cut off that man who has fhewna difregard for the life of another, 
Again{t fuch, all nature rifes in arms; but itis not fo again him 
wio fteals my property. Natural law gives me no right te take a. 
way his life, as, by that, the horfe he fteals is as much his property 
as mine. If, then, 1 have any right, it muft be from a compact 
made between us, that he who deprives the other of his horfe hall 
die. But this isa falfe compact , becaufe no man has a right to bar. 
ter his life, no more than to take it away, as it is not his own, 
Aud, belides, the compact is inadequate, and would be fet afide, e. 
ven ina court of modern equity; as there is a great penalty for a ve. 
ry trifling convenience, fince it is far better that two men fhould 
live, than that one man fhould ride. But a compact that is falfe be. 
twixttwomen, is equally fo between a hundred, or an hundred thou. 
fand; for, as ten millions of circles can never make a fquare, fo, the 
united voice of myriads cannot lend the fimalleft foundation to falfe. 
hood. It is thus that reafon f{peaks, and untutored nature fays the 
fame thing. Savages, that are directed by natural law alone, are 
very tender of the lives of each other; they feldom fhed blood, but 
to retaliate former cruelty. 

‘** Our Saxon ancettors, fierce as they were in war, had but few ex. 
ecutions in times of peace; and, in all commencing goveraments, 
that have the print of nature {till {trong upon them, fcarce any crime 
is held capital. 

‘« It is among the citizens of a refined community, that penal laws, 
which are in the hands of the rich, are laid upon the poor. Govern- 
ment, while it grows older, feems to acquire the morofenefs of age; 
and, as if our property were become dearer, in proportion as it in- 
creafed; as if, the more enormous our wealth, the fnore extenfive 
our fears, all our poffeffions are paled up with new edicts every day, 
and hung round with gibbets, to feare every invader. 

“ T cannot tell whether it is from the number of our penal laws, ot 
the licentioufnels of our people ; that this country fhould fhew more 
convicts ina year, than half the dominions of Europe united. Per- 
haps it is owing to both; for they mutually produce each other. 
When, by indiicriminate penal laws, a nation beholds the fame pun- 
ithment affixed to didimilar degrees of guilt: from perceiving no dif- 
tinction in the penalty, the people are led to lofe all fenle of diftinc- 
tion in the crime, and this diltinétion is the bulwark of all morality; 
thus, the multitude of laws produce new vices, and new vices call 
for freth rettraints. 

“it were to be wifhed then, that power, inflead of contriving 
new Jaws to punifh vice, inftead of drawing hard the cords of fociety, 
till a convulfion come to barft them, inftead of cutting away wretch- 
es as nfclefs, before we have tried their utility, inftead of converting 
corre-tion into ve ngeance; it were to be wilhed that we tried the re- 
ftri-tive arts of government, and made law the protector, not the ty- 
rant of the people; we fhould then find, that creatures, whofe fouls 
are held as drofs, only wanted the hand of a refiner; we fhould then 
find, that wretches, now thuck up for long tortures, left Joxury 
fhould feel a momentary pang, might, if properly treated, ferve to 
fine v the {tate in times of danger; that, as their faces are like ours, 
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their hearts are fo too; that few minds are fo bafe, as that perfever- 
ance cannot amend; that a man may fee his laft crime without dying 
for it; and that very little blood w ill ferve to cement our fecurity.” 


—$-9-6-00000000— 


Currovus Extracts from ANCIENT AMERICAN 
RECORDS. 


HE firft fettlers of New-England, made the laws of Mofes the 
ground-work of their political con{titutions ; and often produced 
them as the higheft authority in determining {uits in their courts. 

The following are among ‘the firft laws ot Conneéticut. 

“ If any childe oy children above fixteen years old, and of fufficient 
underftanding, thall curfe or fmite their natural father or mother, he 
or they fhall de put to death; unlefs it thall be futliciently tettified, 
that the parents have been very unchriflianly negligent in the educa- 
tion of fuch children, orfo provoked them oy extreme and cruel cor- 
rection, thatthey have been forced thereunto, to preferve themfelves 
from death or maiming. Fxed. 21, 17. Levit. 10, 9.’ 

‘¢ If any man have a {tubborn or rebellious fon, of fufficient under- 
ftanding and years, viz. 16 years of age, which will not obey the 
voice of his father, or the voice of bis mother, and that when they 
have’ chaftened him, he will not hearkenunto them; then may his fa- 
ther or mother, being his natural parents, lay hold on him and bring 
him to the magiftrates  aflembied 3 in court, and teftitie unto them, that 
their fon is ftubborna and rebellious, and will not obey their voice and 
chaftifement, but lives in fundry notorious crimes, /wch a fon foall be 

put to death. Deut. 21, 20.” 

The firft claufe was copied almoft verbatim, and enacted by the Af- 
fembly of New-Jerfey. See Leaming and Spicer’s Collection of 
Grants, &c. page Yo. 

The following was the ftatute of New jerfey re(training drunken- 
nefs. 

“Concerning that bealtly vice drunkentefs, it is hereby enaéted, 
that if any perfon be found to be drunk, he fhall pay one fhilling fine 
for the firft offence, two fhillings for the fecond and for the third 
time, and for every time after, two fhillings and fix pence; and fuch 
as have nothing to pay, fhall fuffer corporal puniihment, and for 
thofe that are unruly and dittur| bers of the peace, they fhall be put in 

the ftocks wwtil they are foder, or during the pleature of the officer in 
chief in the place where he is drunk.”’ Collect. of Grants, &c. page 


72. 


Another law of New- Jeriey was in thefe words: 

“if any man fhall abfent himfelf, or run out of this Province, 
with. another man’s wife, (wit! rout ona hufband’s conient) and after 
return hither, he and fhe fo otfending, and ‘being law fu lly convict 
hereef. thall eac! isk, “EERE tat i ost “bh ” 
thereof, fthall each of them receive ten lathes upon their bare backs. 

By another ftatute of that colony, every female was forbid to 
marry her grandfather, and every male his grandmother, from the 
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five and twentieth day of March, one thoufand fix hundred, and 
eighty and three. 

‘tany of the laws of that colony appear to be dictated by a fpirit 
of piety ; yet we find the proprietors early oppofed to religious ettab. 
lifhments. Among other inftructions from the committee of the pro- 
prictors, to Governor Bafle, dated, London April 14, 1698, there 
is the following : 

“<7, That you do not confent to a law for impofing or afcertaining 
the yearly, quarterly, or any other falary, tax, or allowance for the 
maintenance of any fort of preachers, or minifters of whatfoever per- 
fuafion they be of in matters of religion.”’ 

In the firft code of laws in Mafiachufetts, we find the following 
wholefome provifion made to reftrain {colding. 

‘* Whereas there is no exprefs punifhment, by any law hitherto 
eftablithed, affixed to the evil practice of fundry perfons, dy exordj. 
tancy of the tongue, in railing and fcolding ; 

‘‘ It is therefore ordered ; that all fuch perfons convicted before 
any court or magiltrate, that hath proper cognizance of the cafe, 
fhail be gagged or tet in a ducking flool,and dipped over head and ears three 
times, in {eme convenient place of freth or falt water, as the court or 
magiltrate thall judge meet.” 

ln the year 1700, during the adminiftration of the Earl Bellomont, 
the aflembly of New-York pafled a law to Aang every Popif/h prieft, who 
came voluntarily into the province. The hiftorian who related this 
fact half a century after the pafling of the law, obferved that the /aw 
was then, as it ever ought to be, in full foree. 

N. B. This was feveral years after the Maflachufetts people had 
ceafed to hang witches. 

Soon after Governor Winthrop arrived in New-England, he re- 
ftrained the practice of drinking healths, The following is copied 
from his hiftory, October 25, 1630. 

“¢ The Governor, upon confideration of the inconveniencies which 
had grown in England by drinking one to another, reftrained it at 
his own table, and wifhed others to do the like, fo as it grew by lit- 
tle and little to difufe.” 

The following are extracts from the fame hiftory. 

“* At this court one Philip Ratcliff, a fervant of Mr. Cradock, be- 
ing convict ore tenans (or tenus) of molt foul fcandalous invectives a- 
gain{t our churches and government, was fentenced to be whipped, 
lofe his ears, and be baniihed the plantation, which was prefently exe- 
cuted.”’ 

The following fact may engage the attention of the curious, 

“Mr. Ludlow in digging the foundation of his houfe, at Dor- 
chelter (near Pofton) found two pieces. of French money, one was 
coined 1596. ‘They were in feveral places above a foot within the 
firm ground.’’ This happened in 1622, 

«¢ At the laft court a young fellow was whipped for foliciting 
a fquaw to incontinency. Her hufband and fhe complained of the in- 
jury and were prefent at the execution, and were very well fatisfied. 
At the fame court one Henry Lineon was whipped and banifhed, for 
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writing letters into England, full of flander againft our government 
and orders of our churches.” 

‘¢ Ata court one Jofias Plaiftone and two of his fervants were cen- 
fured for ftealing corn from Chicatobot and his men, who were pre- 


fent—the mafter to reftore two-fold and to be degraded from the title of 


gentleman, and fined five pounds, and his men to be whipped.” 
Laws of Massacnuset1s. Tit. MARRIAGE. 


Sef. 3. ‘* AND whereas God hath committed the care and power 
into the hands of parents for the difpofing their children in mar- 
riage, fo that it is againft rule to feck to draw away the affections of young 
maidens, under pretence of purpofe of marriage, before their parents 
have given way and allowance in that refpect; and whereas it is 
a common practice in divers places, for young men irregularly and 
diforderly to watch all advantages for their evil purpofes, to infinu- 
ate into the affections of young maidens by coming to them in places 
and feafons unknown to their parents for {uch ends, whereby much e- 
vil hath grown among us to the difhonour of God and damage of par- 
ties: For prevention whereof for time to come: 

“It is further ordered, ‘hat whatfoever perfon from henceforth 
fhall endeavour directly or indirectly, to draw away the affecions of 
any maid in this jurifdiction, under pretence of marriage, before he 
hath liberty and allowance from her parents or governors or (in ab- 
fence of fuch) of the neareft magiftrate, he {hall forfeit for the firft 
offence five pounds; for the fecond towards the party tex pounds ; and 
be bound to forbear any further attempt and proceedings in that unlawful de- 
fign, without or again{t the allowance aforefaid: And for the third 
offerce upon information or complaint by fuch parents or governors 
to any magiltrate, giving bond to profecute the party, he fhall be 
committed to prifon, and upon hearing and conviction by the next 
court, fhall be adjudged to continue in prifon, until the Court of Af- 
fiftants fhall fee caufe to releafe him.’’ (1647.) 

No provifion is made in this law to guard the hearts of young 
widows. 

In Connecticut the fame law was in force till the late revifal, fince 
the revolution. 

But the laws of Maflachufetts were equally attentive to the wants 
and wifhes of young people, for inanother place it is enacted, that 

“ If any perfon fhall wi/fully and unreafonably deny any child timely or 
convenient marriage, or fhall exercife any unnatural feverity towards 
them, fuch chi/dren fhall have liberty to complain to authority for re- 
drefs in fuch cafes.”” (1641.) 

The following law eftablithed a very eafy mode of balloting. 

“Tt is ordered by this Court and the authority thereof, That for 
the yearly chvofing of Affiftants (now Senators) the freemen thall ufe 
Indian corn and beans—The Indian corn to manifeft election, the 
beans contrary; and if any freeman fhall put-in more than one Jn- 
dian corn or bean, for the choice or refufal of any public officer, he 
thall forfeit for every fuch offence fen pounds, &c. (1643.) 
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This was perhaps an expedient to fupply a want of paper, or ing. 
bility to write. The firft is not very probable, as four years after 
the freemen were directed to vote for other officers of government 
“« By writing the names of the perfons elected, in papers open, or 
once folded, not twitted or rowled up, that they may be the fooner 
perufed.”’ 

“« It is ordered by this Court, &c. that all farms which are within 
the bounds of any town, fhall henceforth be of the /ame town where 
they lye, except Medford.’ (1641.) 

This appears at firt very ludicrous; yet is éafily explained, by 
confidering that lands, in the infant ftate of the colony, were aflefied 
&c. in the towns where their owners refided. Inthe wording, the 
law refembles an old act of Pennfylvania, which ordered, “‘ that a 
certain fquare fhould be appropriated for public walks, enclofed 
withia a high brick wall, and /ie open forever.” 


Laws of Maryianp. Bacon’s Edit. 1765. Chap. 26. 


* Be it further enacted, That if any perfon or perfons killing any 
fuch unmarked {wine in the woods or elfewhere, and fhall wilfully 
disfigure the mark or cut off the ears of fuch fwine fo a8 to conceal the 
true and real mark, or whether it were marked or not, fhall be deemed 
and judged a hog ftealer within the purview of this act, and fuffer ac- 
cordingly.” 


Laws of Anticua. Edit. Lonp. 1734, page 122. 


“* Be it enaéted, That all chote excteding 9 lb. a quarter, be ef- 
teemed hoy, and fo fold; andthat no fleth be effeemed veal, except the 
clerk of the market rea/ly approve it as fuch,”’ 


Witcuerart iz PENNSYLVANIA. 


Council-book, page 43. th 12th month, 1683. 


“* Margaret Mattfon and Yethro Hendrickfon examined and about 
to be proved witches, whereupon this Board ordered, that Neels 
Mattfon. fhould enter into a recognizance of fifty pounds, for his 
wife’s appearance hefore this board, the 27th inftant. 


Page 44, 27th of the 12th month, 


“‘ Margaret Mattfon’s indictment was read, and fhe pleads not 
guilty and will be tryed by the country. The Jury went forth and 
upon their return, brought her in guilty of having the common fame 
ofa witch, but not guilty in manner and form as fhe ftands in- 
dicted.” 

Page 46. 

* Neels Mattfon and Anthony Neelfon enter into a ee 
of fifty pounds a piece, for the good behaviour of Margaret Mattfon 
for fix months. Jacob Hendrickfon enters into a recognizance of 
fifty pounds for the good behavior of Yethro Hendrickfon for fix 
months,” 
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FOR THE UNIVERSAL ASYLUM. 


The Hrstory of Mertpor and CLaRInDA; or the 
Progre/s of INFIDELITY. 


Mr. Editor, 


§ hems are many who maintain, that what they call Fortue 
{or Fate) will conduct us through lite with fecurity and happi- 
nefs. They tell us, that all that part of nature which we are capa- 
ble of difcerning, is nothing more than a fortuitous concurrence of a- 
toms, fuffered by an inactive deity to rove throughout fpace, and, at 
length, to form themfelves into fhape, confiftency, and durability. 
To the fame caufe they aflign animation, and even the powers of the 
human mind. When compelled by argument to explore the caufe of 
things, they have recourfe tochance; and, when obliged to advert 
to a regular chain of events, they pretend to afcribe it to fate. That 
this doctrine, if generally entertained, would prove pernicious to 
the human race, can never be doubted by a rational being. As one 
proof of this truth, I prefume to give a fhort, but comprehenfive ac- 
count of the life of Me/idor. 

The fole heir ofa man poffefled of very confiderable property, he 
was fuffered, from early infaney, to give a loofe to his paflions. He 
coveted almoft every thing which he faw; and, when his wifhes 
could poflibly be gratified, they were always indulged. A look, in 
the opinion ofhis parent, indicated defire, a completion.of which im- 
mediately followel. Happily his paffions, at this period of life, 
however unreafonably complied with, were attended with no ferious 
confequeneces. His ideas were neceflarily few, and his artificial 
wants were limited by them. By this indulgence, however, his paf- 
fions grew apace, and a ruinous habit of fubmitting to their guidance 
was acquired. 

To think that a ferious fyftem of education fhould proceed from 
fo weak and inconfiderate a parent, would be abfurd in the extreme. 
Melidor was indulged in all things; and in his fifteenth year was ad- 
mired by the weaker part of the fair fex, and pitied by the wifer 
part of his own. He mounted a horfe with agility, and trained 
a game cock with confummate adroitnefs; he fwore with fluency, 
danced with grace, and betted with fpirit. He was even fufpected 
of attginments, which rank ftill higher in the eftimation of rakes 
and cbuld produce a lift of beauties, who had not been unfavourable 
to his vows, How unhappy muft be that youth, whofe purfuits, by 
precluding him from the fociety of the worthy, doubly expofe him 
to the machinations of the profligate. His perfonal graces fecured 
to him the affection of his father, who was almoft blind to his vices ; 
and, when compelled to view them, would frequently exclaim, that 
Melidor would certainly make a great man, fince in youth Voltaire 
was diflipated, and Bolingbroke a debauchee. 

Accultomed to hear the praifes of thofe writers, from the lips of 
his parent, he began to enquire into their merits, and at length 
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BE prevailed on himfelf to ftudy their works. In lefs than two years, he 

Mth ccived himfelf an adept in their doctrines, and commenced a wir, 
a fophit, and a deift. But toargue was not the only talent of Meij. 
dor. He refolved on reducing what he had read to practice, and gp 
gratifying his pailions, without incurring thofe penalties preferibed 
by law. A miltre{s feemed therefore neceflary to the eftablifhment of 
his character; and, difdaining the vulgar route, he felected, as the 
object_of his defires, a near relation, beautiful and accomplithed, 

* Torinda ! the writer of thefe pages {till remembers thy mental and 
yerfonal graces. Often has he clafped thee, when an infant, in his 
atms! He has traced thy various perfections from childhood to ma. 
turity ; and is confident, that thy ruin originated in that efteem and 
cowfidence, which the benevolent and unfulpectiug are apt to enter. 
tain for even an unworthy relative. 

fuft at the period when his father quitted the fcene of mortal exif. 
tence, Melidor openly avowed his paflion. Thofe who are contci- 
ous of the powers of youth, grace, and wealth, will not wonder 
that his fuit was favourably attended to. Clarinda, poflefled of 
a bare competence, was not infenfible to the {plendor of equipage, 
and the confequence which wealth beftows. Nor did the entirely, 
on this occafion, confult perfonal accomplifhments, She truly ef. 
teemed her falfe admirer, and imagined herfelf to be equally the ob. 
ject of his fincereft vows. 

But to accomplifh his wifhes, and at the fame time to avoid matri- 
mony, became the ruling principles, which adtuated the conduct of 
Melidor. He was fully aware, that neither the affiduities of the 
whining lover, nor the daring aflurance of the rake, would avail him 
in his prefent circumftances. He therefore fummoned infidelity to 
his aid, and endeavoured at once to deftroy her religious tenets, and 
to pervert her moral conduct. Buthis batteries were not premature: 
jy ummafked. His wit, fuch as it was, too fuccefsfully attacked the 
grave and fentimental. Clarinda fmiled at the effufions of his fancy, 
and imputed to levity what originated in profanenefs. 

Accuftomed to liftento his difcourfe with approbation, fhe in turn 
aflumed a degree of thoughtfulnefs in converlation, to which the had 
ever been a ttranger; and pradually was induced to enlarge on fub- 
jects, of which formerly fhe had entertained no conception. He 
taught her, ‘‘ that morality was but a pretence, and religion altoge- 
ther hypocrify; that the gratification of our pafliens was perfedtly 
reafonable; elfe wherefore were we endued with them ?—that fome 
refpect was certainly due to the opinion of the generality of the 
world, but, confiftently with a prefervation of that opinion, we 
ought not to abftain from gratifying our paffions.” Thefe fenti- 
ments, enforced by the authorities of reputed philofophers and men 
of genius, and acting in concert with love, produced their ufual con- 
fequences; and, in an unguarded moment, Clarinda fell a facrifice to 
fallacious promifes, to ambition, and to infidelity. 

Within a few weeks, his affection abated ; politenefs was fabftitut- 
ed for love; his vifits became lefs frequent, and were foon entirely 
difcontinued. But how acute, how excruciating, were now the feel- 
ings of Clarinda! She fully comprehended all the horrors of her fituas 
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tion. Her father, who had fufpected this unwarranted intercon 


fickened and died ; and fhe found herfelf, at eighteen, pregnant 

an orphan! She did net, however, abandon herfelf to defpair ; on 
the contrary, fhe fummoned that refolution, which too often her fex, 
jn fimilar circumftances, is incapable of exerting. Converting her 
property into money, which fhe prudently difpofed of at intereft, fle 
retired to an obfcure part of the country, whence, with the utmoft 
compofure, the wrote the following letter to her betrayer. 

«¢ She, in whofe. degradation your unworthy mind exults, is ftill 
your fuperior, and confequently forgives you. Your infant, if 
length of days is granted to its mother, fhall be taught the dictates 
of truth, and traly to revere religion; nor {hall it be unprovided 
for, with regard to worldly circumitances. Farewell, and ftudy to 
repent.” 


To Melider. 


CLARINDA. 


It is with pleafure, fir, your readers are informed, that Clarinda, 
ina retired part of the country, continues to lead an exemplary life, 
and that fhe is univerfally efteemed.; nor would this account have 
been publifhed, but from the hope that it may have the defired ef- 
fect on the mind of the hitherto unreclaimed Melidor, and that it 
may inducg the fofter fex, to reflect upon the ruinous confequences of 
liftening to thofe doctrines, which place vice and virtue upon a level, 
and lead to endlefs iufamy. 

Yours, &c. 
PHILO-VIRTUTIS. 
Philadelphia, November, 1791. 
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FOR THE UNIVERSAL ASYLUM. 


Account of a Work, entitled——— 4 DeF ENCE of the 
GEeNIusSof WomEN. dn Academical Difcourfe. 
—By a Spanisu Lapy. 


DISPUTE having, fome time fince, arifen in Madrid, refpec- 
ing the right of ladies to be admitted into the Reyal deademy at 
that place, Signora Donna Giufzppa Amar & Borbon, an academician 
of Aragon, and a lady of great application and furprifing erudition, 
well acquainted with all the modern languages of Europe, and with 
thofe of ancient Greece and Rome, undertook a defence of her fex, 
and obtained a decifion favourable to her wifhes. Her ingenious dif- 
courfe, addrefled to the Academy of Madrid, was fo completely victo- 
rious, that the ladies at that court are now not only received into 
Academies, aswell as men, but one has been formed confilting entirely 
of ladies. 
This celebrated lady modeftly reproaches men, that, after fo many 
centuries, they have not yet formed any fy(tem refpeding the manner 
in which women ought to be treated by them—lIn one country, they 


et 
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Gere as companions formen ; and in another, as their mot 
pi 


cable flaves. Sometimes they are raifed to the rank of queens, § ( 
and arbiters of all the affairs of this world ; and at others degraded 
as if incapable of the ufe of reafon. At one time, they are entrufted 
with the moft important fecrets, and their countel refpeced as an o. 
racle ; and at another, reproached for their exceflive ignorance, at 
the fame time that they are denied every kind of literary education, 

She then proceeds to demonttrate the natural equality of the minds 
of men and women, proofs of which are cited in chronological order, 
She defcribes the intellectual powers of the firlt woman; the pene. 
tration of the Hebrew women ; the prudence of the Spartan females; 
the erudition of thofe of Athens, and other parts of Greece ; the 
learning of the women of ancient Rome; and the great progrefs 
that the Italian, French, Englith, and Spanith ladies, and even the 
remote female inhabitants of frozen Mufcovy, have made, and conti- 
nue to make, in fcience, arts, war, and all thofe attainments which 
are the boaft of the other fex. Hence fhe concludes the merit of 
women to be greater than that of men, inafmuch as the application 
of the former to every fpecies of learning, is le‘s, it being only by 
great and heroic efforts of mind that they can afpire to fcience, in 
{pite of eduation, and univerfal prejudice. 

She controverts all the arguments of her opponents, with much 
ingenuity. If, fays the, the well-inftracted women are few, it is 
the fault of the men, who neither allow them the means of ftudy, 
nor permit them to fhare in its rewards ; this fault is rendered {till 
greater, by confounding the few who are well informed with the com- 
mon balk of ignorant females. She proves that women are not more 
chargeable with loquacity than men; and obferves, that, in legal 
and political difcuffions, men, and not women, are the declaimers.— 
A number of ingenious, political, and philofophical reflections are 
added, on the advantages to manners, arts, and fciences, which 
» would arife from the aflociation of the fexes in literary and economi- 

cal focieties. She concludes with the following recapitulation, 
which will give our readers afummary view of her arguments, 

“« If women are capable of receiving inftruction, as well as men ; 
if at all times they have given proots of their learning, prudence, 
and fecrecy ; if their application may be ufeful, not only to them- 
j felves but to the ftate, if receiving them into the economical /ociety 
f would prove a rgmedy for public irregularities, againft which they 
fo mach declaim ; if a corruption of manners is not to be apprehend- 
ed, when uone but thé deferving are admitted ; if it is not a novelty 
in the world for our fex to take a part in public deliberations ; if a 
Jady actually prefide:, imu court of Europe, at the head of an Aca- 
demy of Sciences, where fublimer fubjects are treated of, than in 
our cconemical fociety ; if it might be ufeful to the ftate that women 
fhould take an intereft in the public welfare, and become true friends, 
of their country ; if of all thefe things there cannot be a doubt, 













as, | flatter myfelf, I have already fhown that there cannot, we may 
jultly conclude, that giving a place to aur fex in the /sciety, inftead 
of being detrimental, would prove advantageous and honourable to 


yA) our country.” 
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Currous Fact re/pedling the Discovery of “—_ 


RICA. 





[In a setter from the librarian of St. Mark’s library at Venice, to the edi- 
tors of a foreign Journal. | 


O the enquiry which you make, I anfwer, that, in the nautical 
T map, exilting in St. Mark’s library, and lately publifhed here 
by Signior Formaleoni, on the {pot where at prefent the Antilles are 
known to be, there certainlyfis delineated a great ifland, with various 
harbours, and near itis written y’. de Antiliia. The delineation and 
the writing are all bythe fame hand ; it cannot, therefore, be faid, 
that any addition has been made toit. In it is written, in ancient 
charaéers, and bythe fame hand which wrote all the reft, Audreas 
Biancho de Venecits me feeit MCCCCXXXVI.* Let it not appear 
extraordinary to you, that in thofe times they hada confufed notion 
of the Auti/les. 1 fhall thew, that, even before the difcovery of 
Columbus, they had an idea of them, and that the 4xtillia were men- 
tioned. This | fhall treat of, in illuftrating the manufcripts of 4n- 
drea Biancho, together with the reft of St. Mark’s library, which 


now employs all the time I can call my own. 


—$9-9-09-6-9-65.6-5.6— 


FOR THE UNIVERSAL ASYLUM. 


Cursory Osservations upon the idea of an 
UNIVERSAL PEACE. 


F there be a poffibility of eftablifhing an univerfal peace, fo often 

talked of bythofe benevolent philofophers, who have been difpofed 
to contemplate human nature rather as it fhould be, than as it has hi- 
therto been, it muft be preceded by univerfal liberty. Mot, if not all 
wars, from the creation of the world to the prefent time, have origi- 
nated, not in the general confent of nations, but in the ambition, haugh- 
tinefs, avarice, cruelty, and caprice of a few tyrants. Under the infla- 
ence of flavfh ignorance and barbarity, man has been taught to confi- 
der himfelf as the natural enemy of man; and the beneficent parent of 
the univerfe has been impioufly fuppofed, to have called the human 
fpecies into a ftate of exiltence fomewhat fimilar to that of devils, 
and infinitely worfe than that of brates ; for brates of the fame fpe- 
cies do not live in a {tate of warfare among themfelves. But, by the 
progrefs of liberty, the mifts of ignorance and barbarity begin to 
be diflipated ; the focial affections expand: and mankind, by affert- 
ing the dignity of their nature, lay the beft foundation for human 
happinefS. The fentiments which have lately become prevalent in 





* Fifty-fix years before Columbus failed, for the firft time, from the port of Palos, 
for the difcovery of the new world. 
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nce and America, refpecting the cruel and abfurd policy of adjug. 

national difputes by the fword, will produce a conviction in eve. 
ry reflecting mind, that the idea of an univerfal peace is no longer 
to be coallacel as an Utopian reverie, or enthufiaftic dream, |¢ 
light is a certain fore-runner of liberty, both are productive of focial 
harmony among men. And, however witlings may affect to fneer, 
the idea of an univerfal peace is far from being fo abiurd or improba. 
ble as they imagine. At any rate, it is one of the molt elevated 
thoughts that ever entered into the human mind; and deferves the 
admiration even of thofe who deem it a mere reverie. The doctrine, 
however, gains ground apace, and could mankind be generally per. 
fuaded, that the affairs of this world might be managed without 
wars, peace and happinefs would undoubtedly be the refult. 


POS OD SOO OOO — 


Account of fome extraordinary PETREFACTIONS at 
PADUA. 


(By Mrs. Prozzt.) 


Tal aoa in natural hiftory appears more worthy of the coni- 
deration of the learned world, than does this repofitory of pe- 
trefactions, fo uncommon that fcarcely any thing, except the telti- 
mony of one’s own eyes, could convince one that flying fith, natives 
of the Pacific Ocean, are daily dug out of the bowels of Monte Bolca, 
near Verona, where they mutt doubtlefs have been driven by the de- 
luge, as nothing lefs than omnipotent power and general concuflion 
could have fufliced to feize and fix them, for centuries, in the hollow 
eavities of a rock, at lea{t feventy-two miles from the neareft fea. 


PPO SSS OOS OOO — 
Account of a MUSICAL PIGEon. 
(By the fame.) 


A N odd thing, to which J was this morning a witnefs, has called 
my thoughts away to a curious train of reflections on the ani- 
mal race; and how far they may be made companionable and intelli- 
gent. The famous Ferdinand Bertoni, being fond of damb crea- 
tures, as we call them, tdok to petting a pigeon. This creaturc, by 
keeping his maiter company, has obtained fo perfec an ear and tafte 
for mufic, that no one who fees his behaviour, can doubt for a mo- 
ment, of the pleafure he takes in hearing Mr. Bertoni play and fing: 
for as foon as he fits down to the inftrument, Columbo begins fhak- 
ing his wings, perches on the piano-forte, and exprefles the molt in- 
dubitable emotions of delight. If, however, he, or any one elfe, 
firike a falfe note, or make any kind of difcord upon the keys, the 
dove never fails to fhew evident tokens of anger and diftrefs ; and if 
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teafed too long, grows quite enraged, pecking the offender's © » 


and fingers in fuch a manner, as to leave nothing lefs doubrful than 
the fincerity of his refeptment. Signiora Cecilia Giuliani, a fcholar 
of Bertoni’s, who has received fome overtures from the London thea- 
tre lately, will, if the ever arrives there, bear te(timony to the 
truth of an aflertion very difficult to believe, and to which I fhould 
hardly myfelf givecredit, were I not witnefs to it every morning that 
I cliufe to call and confirm my own belief. A friend prefent protefted 
he fhould feel afraid to touch the harpfichord before fo nice a critic ; 
and, though we all laughed at the aflertion, Bertoni declared he ne- 
ver knew the bird’s judgment fail, and that he often kept him out of 
the room, for fear of his affronting or tormenting thofe who came to 
take mufical inftruétions. With regard to other actions of life, I faw 
nothing particular in the pigeon, but his tamenets, and ftrong at. 
tachment to his mafter. 


— $99 9-099-0-0-09— 


On the Fatuacy of the Optnion, that a branch of 
commerce which requires the prectous METALS to 
be EXPORTED, tends to IMPOVERISH @ nation. 


( By Dr. Rosertsox. ) 


OME timid theorifts have maintained, that Europe has been gra- 

dually impoverifhed, by being drained of its treafure, in order 
to carry onits trade with India. But this apprehenfion has arifen 
from inattention to the nature and ufe of the precious metals. They 
are to be confidered in two different lights; either asthe figns which 
all civilized nations have agreed to employ, in order to eltimate or 
reprefent the value both of labour and of all commodities, and thus to 
facilitate the purchafe of the former, and the conveyance of the lat- 
ter from one proprictor to another; or gold and filver may bewiewed 
as being themfelves commodities or articles of commerce, for which 
fome equivalent muft be given by fuch as wilh to acquire them. In 
this light, the exportation of the precious metals to the Eaft thould 
be regarded ; for, as the nation by which they are exported mutt pur- 
chafe them with the produce of its ewn labour and ingenuity, this 
trade muft contribute towards augmenting the general induftry and 
opulence of Europe. If England, asthe price of Mexican and Perus 
vian dollars,which are neceflary for carrying on its trade with India, 
muft give a certain quantity of its woollen or cotton cloth or hard- 
ware, then the hands of an additional number of manufacturers are 
rendered active, and work to a certain amount mutt be executed, for 
which, without this trade, there would not have been any demand. 
The nation reaps all the benefit arifing from a new creation of induf- 
try. With the gold and filver which her manufactures have purchaf- 
ed in the Weft, fhe is enabled to trade in the markets of the Eaft, 
and the exportation ef treafure to India, which-has been fo much 
dreaded, inftead of impoverithing, enriches the kingdom. 
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AcTS, foowing the progre/s of FAMILY MANU Fag. 
TuReES in the UntTep STATES.* 


a HE progrefs and prefent ftate of this invaluable branch of the 
national indultry exceeds every idea, it is believed, that has 
been formed of it, either in this country or in Europe. In all the 
ftares inhabited almoft entirely by white people, domeftic manufac. 
tures are known to be very confiderable, yielding a confiderable fur. 
plus for the ufe of the other parts of the union. But it is generally 
fuppofed, that in the ftates where the black people are numerous, 
(and efpecially near their fea coafts, where imported goods can be 
conftamtly and eafily obtained) little or no manufactures are made, 
The following ab{ftract from a minute ftatement of the houfebold ma. 
nufactures, in one neighbourhood, of twenty families (rich and poor) 
indifcriminately taken, and in a part of Virginia, ona navigable ri. 
ver emptying into the Atlantic ocean, where the whites are to the 
blacks as one to two, will fhow that much more is probably made, 
than is generally believed to be the cafe. 


Male and female houfe keepers, - - : 20 
Total number of white and black perfons, : ‘ 301 
Fine table linen, fheeting, fhirting, &c. yards, ° 1,907 
Negro clothing, blanketing &c. yards, - - 1,007 
Value of fine cloth, &c. per yard, - . cents 60 
Value of coarfe do. per do. - : : 42 
Pairs of fine ftockings, - : . » 152 
Pairs of coarfe do. . . ° ° 108 
Higheft value made in one family, - : dolls. 267 
Loweft do, - - - : . art 
Tota! value of the manufactures of the 20 families, 1,670$ 
Families which did noc manufacttre, - : I 
Term, - : : - - the year 1790. 


The following table, obtained in the like indifcriminate and im- 
partial way, has alfo been exhibited from another county of the fame 
ftate, the fituation of which is interior. 


Families, rich and poor, - : : . 20 
Yards of linen, - - - . 3 1,095 
Yards of woolen, - : . . ‘ 244 
Yards of cotton, - . ° . . 1,681 
Pairs of ftockings, . ° é ‘ ‘ 174 
Pairs of fhoes made on the eftates, : : . 237 
Total value, - ‘ . > dolls. 1791 
Term, - - - - the year 1790. 


A perfon of reputation, who furnithed the latter ftatement, ac- 
companied it with an aflurance, that it might be confidered as a fair 
average of the family manufactures throughout the adjacent counties. 


* Extracted from a /upplementary note to“ A brief examination of lord Sheffield’s 
obfcrvations on the commerce of the united fates.” 
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Thefe papers have been obrained under circumftances that ju 

@ reliance on their truth, and are believed to be very little variant 
from tne medium of the tate of Virginia. ‘Though they cannot be 
made the bafis of a fatisfactory citimate, the following brief one is ba- 
zarded merely to thew the refult. in V irginia (exclufively of hen- 
tucky) 70,825 families appear on the late cenfus. a lowelt of the 
above returns (1,670 1-2 dollars) is at the rate of 83 1-3 dollars to 
each family for home made hofrery and cloths of wool, Pol hemp a and 
yotton only. Two thirds of this rate upon the whole number of fa- 
milies (cutting off a third, to make a moderate calculation, and o- 
mitting odd numbers) give the prodigious fum of 2,900,000 dollars 
for thofe articles of mere domefiic manufacture (exclulively of the 
work of regular tanners, fhoemakers, blackfmiths, weavets and o- 
ther tradefimen) in Virginia, and taking the united ftates at 2,900,000 
perfons, would appear to jultify a computation of above 20,000,000 
doliars for the whole. 

Through fimilar means, but on the examination of other perfons in 
the counties of Accomack and Northampton, lying on the bay of 
Chefapeak and the Atiantic ocean, it appears, that 215,000 yards of 
flaxen cloth are made in a dilftrict containing 2,729 families: allo 
45,000 yards of woollen, 30,000 yards of cotton, and 45,000 yards of 
linen and woollen cloth, and a quantity of coarfe {tockings nearly e* 
qual to the demand. It is added, that all the thoes, and three 
fourths of the clothing of that country, are made by the tradefmen, 
or within the families, who refidein it. The raw materials, includ- 
ing the cotton, are the growth of their farms. 

Another communication, through the fame channel, ftates the ma- 
nufactures of iron to exceed all others in Virginia (whicn mutt be er- 
roneous, if houfehold manufactures, as well as trades, be taken into 
the calculation) and that the greater part of the farmers and planters 
tan the hitles of the cattle they confume. 

Two other communications from the fame ftate inform, that ‘se 
families in certain vicinities mentioned in them, make on a medium 
200 yards each of cotton, woollen, and linen goods—and that jive- 
fixths of the thoes, cloth, and ftockings, which are ufed in that coun- 
try, are made in the hoafehold way. Thefe two lait ftatements con- 

template four counties. 

Similar information from the interior parts of South-Carolima 
(though lefs itrong and extenfive) has al{y been obtained, accompani- 
ed with a variety of {pecimens of fubftantial middling and coarfe cot- 
ton, woollen, and linen goods, of which it is ftated, that the inhabi- 
tants of that country manufacture, entirely in the family way, as 
much as they have occalion for, ‘‘ cotton, flax, and hemp, being 
plentiful, and there being a confiderable flock of good fheep - 
“ that there is a great deal ‘done in the hou fehold way,” and, “‘ that 
the greateft exertions are made ;”’ “ that they have been long in th 
habit of doing for nething in family manufactures, but have improved 


> 


‘ 
much in the Tatt two years; and that the weaving is done by the fe- 


males,”” which leaves the indultry of the males to be app lied” to agri- 
culture, 
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ee is well eftablifhed, that fimilar habits prevail in the interloy 
country of Georgia; and in the midland and weftern counties of 
North-Carolina, they are as attentive to domeftic manufactures as the 
per ple ot \ irgii nic i. 
such is the ttate of domeftic or houfehold manufactures in the fouth. 

ern itates, where abundance of very fertile and cheap lands, and 
a large portion of blatk population, are fuppofed, in Europe, and e. 
ven in ourown country, to have prevented any confiderable atten. 
tion to that frugal and indultrious purfuit. 

et us Dow turn to the northern fcenes, where a more replete po. 
pulation, and a lels productive foil, have led to the profecution of ma. 
ny branches of manufactures as regular trades. 

Che refult of a careful enquiry , in every county of the ftate of Con. 
necticut, has been uniform information from twenty-four vicinities, 


that dom f ¢ manufactures are carried to a very great extent. The 
articles, made in the family way, and by saben engaged ordinarily 
in the cultivation of the ea irth, are woollen and linen cloths, includ. 
ing fail-cloth; bed-ticks, fome cotton goods, hofiery, nails, and 
fpikes, fome filk buttons, bandkerchiefs, ribands and {tuffs, fewing 
filk, threads, fi inge, and pot and pearl afhes. It is obferved, that 
there is f arcely a family ‘ha the {tate of Conneéticut, fo rich or f 
poor, as not affiduot uily to attend to domelttic rappitadthres ; that they 


are extending and improving very faft in quantity, variety, and qua- 
lity ;—and that contiderabie parcels of houfehold linens, &c. are 
carried out by land and exported by water to the middle and fouth- 
rn ftates. Here then is a /wrp/ws of houfehold manufactures fold ow 
of the jiate. It is an acknowledged fact, that New-England linens 
have aitected the price and importation of that article from New- 
York to Georgia. The foregoing {tatement is not intended to com- 
preicndthe manufactories of woollencloths, hats, cotton goods, {ail- 
cloth, checked and o linens, thoes and boots, bell metal, but- 
tons, wooland cotton cards, flaxfeed oil, foap, candles, nails, an- 
chors, axes, fpadc 35, fhov els, cabinet work, carriages, faddles, 
books, wc. oc. conducted as regular and feparate trades by indivi- 
duals, companies, and ailociations, which are very confiderable. 
An eng liry has allo been made, by a perfon of judgment, in the 
{tat e of viailachufetts, who alleges, that the importations of foreign 
manufadares into that ftate, are lefs by one half, at this time, than 
they ey were twenty years ago, though there has been a prodigious i ins 
creafe of population, and though ‘confiderable quantities of home- 
made articles, are tranfp sorted | by land and water, to other parts. 
This is afcribed, in a very great degree, to the domeftic manufac- 
tures, which are obfervable in the drefles and furniture of the people, 
and in the outward cargoes of the coafting and other trading vellels. 
The informant here contemplated, produced documents to fhow the 
maguitude of fome of the regular trades, among which were 10,000 
dozen b air of cotton anc weol cards, wach the greater part of which 
ure iplied to domeftic manufactures throughout the united fates, 


2,400 pieces of fail-cloth per annum, at a {i ngle factory, 100 tons of 


nails per aunum, at the ‘Taunton factory alone, and 150,000 pair of 
tu c and filk fhoes in the fingle town of Lynn, of which 10,355 pair 
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had been fhipt by one family to the Philadelphia market in a {ingle 
year, although the manufacturers of that city, in the fame line, are 
very expert and numerous. 

Another informant has furnifhed a return, from which it appe 
that in the laft year thread and filk laces, arid edgings, 
white, amounting to 41,979 yards, were manu! tured in the { 
way, and notin ‘regular factories, inthe t *Ipfwich 1 
chufetts, which contains, by the late cenfu 
and children. Pattern eid » containin 
thefe hitherto unnoticed manufactures, hav 
townthi ip comprehending a fmall feaport, and 
pen to foreign goods, and the frei ght of fo ne act an arti 
being very fall, it will be contidered ; Irious fact 
manufacture fhould have grown up there to fo great ah ig ht. It 
added in the information, that laces are made in various parts 
Maflachufetts, though no where in fo great a degree. It is alfou 
derftood to be a domeftic manufacture in feveral parts of Connect: 
The exiftence and continual increafe of domeitic manufactures, i 
Rhode-Ifland, and New Hampfhire, are citablif tilar 
rity:—and the growth of regular trades is very ; 
in proportion to its povulation. It is fuppofe: lave fucceed 
well as any fcene, in its attempts in the cotton branch, by 
faving machines. The following parcels of goods were m: 
ed, in the family way, in the firlt nine months of 1791, in 
of Providence, though it isa feaport, and has a number of 1 
fhops and factories, ‘for making feveral of the fame f{pecies of g 


Linen cloth, 
Cotton do. 
Woollen do. 
Carpeting, 
Stockings, - 
Gloves and mitts, 


Fringe, - 


Three millions of nails (by tale) 
were made, in 1790, in the town nee. 
induftry of farmers and houfewives contributed materially to the: 
nufacture of thefe articles. , 
The extent of the woollen branch of 4d 
New-Hamphhire, is evinced by the great 1 
for they have no confiderable factory emplo: 
The fame may be obferved in regard to t 
art of Weaving, among tiic 
that ftate. This fact is very freque 
England, and fome other par 
fulling mills in New-jferi 
forty-on is a proof of then 
notany factories. In 
fylvania, are ten fullin 
there; and 
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Put of flaxfeed is equal to that of former times; the manufacture of 
oil confumes a far greater quantity than heretofore: wherefore 
a large growth of tlax isto be inferred; and as we have very tew 
linen factories, and the exportation of flax has ceafed, a great do. 
meltic manufacture of linens mutt exift. The fale of {pinning-wheel 
irons, #2 one /hop in the city of Philadelphia, in the courfe of the lag 
year, has amounted to 1,500 fets, which, though a fimall fact, jg 
ftrongly indicative of the extent of domeftic manufactures, as {pin. 
ning wheels are rarely, if ever, exported, or ufed in regular facio. 
ries. Lhe quantity {aid is 29 per cent. greater than in any former 
year. Nail-making is frequently a houfehold bufinefs in New. 
England, a fmall anvil being found no inconvenience in the corner of 
a tarmer’s chimney. Bad weather, hours of difengagement from 
the occupatious of the farm, and evenings, are thus rendered feafons 
of tleady and profitable induftry. Public eftimates of the grain and 
fruit diltilleries of the united ftates, have been made at 3,500,coq 
gallons; much the greater part of which is made by farmers and 
planters. Lhe importation of cheefe from all countries into the 
united ftates, was only forty tons, inthe year ending in Augol 
1790: and we exported a much larger quantity in the fame term, 
from which a great manufacture of that article _ the domettic way, 
of courfe) is to be inferred. In fhort, domeftic manufactures are 
great, various, and almott wniver/a/ in this country. 


PPP O OS POV OO — 
44 Metuop of making Mortar, which will be impe- 
netrable to moifture. 


(From Mr. Dosste’s memoirs of Agriculture.) 





AKE of unflacked lime and of fine fand, in the proportion of one 

part of the lime to three parts of the fand, as much as a labourer 
can well manage at once; and then adding water gradually, mix the 
whole well together, till it be reduced to the coniiftency of mortar. 
Apply itimmediately, while it is yet hot, to the purpofe either of 
mortar as a cement to brick or ftone, or of plaifter for the furface of 
any building. It will tien ferment for fome days in dry places, and 
afterwards gradually concrete or fet, and become hard: but in moil 
places it will continue foft for three weeks, or wore; though it will 
at length attain a firm confiftence, even if water have fuch accefs to it 
as to keep the furface wet the whole time, After this it will acquire 
a ftone-like hardnefs, and refift all moifture. 

Phe perfection of this mortar depends on the ingredients being 
thoroug iy blended together ; and the mixture’s being applied imme- 
diately after-to the place where it is wanted. Ja order to this, a- 
bout five labourers fhould be employ ed for mixing the mortar, to at- 
tend one perfon who applies it. 

Titis method of making mortar, Mr. Dofie fays, was difcovered by 
a gentleman the back part of whofe houfe being cut out of a rocky 
hill, the {pring from the rock greatly annoyed it, and produced 
a continual damp; which nothing could cure till he tried the mortar 
above defcribed, 
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Columbian Parnaffiad. 


FOR THE UNIVERSAL ASYLUM. 





The Progre/s of Human HAPPINESS, 


ONG harrafs’d by misfortune and by woes, 
‘ And vainly feeking e’en from fleep repofe, 
I thought—ye critics! cenfure not my theme, 

Nor think my verfe conveys an idle dream,— f : 

I thought my foul, difburthen’d of its clay, ' 4 

Wing'd over earth and fea its devious way. ia 

This world difplay 'd its paft, its prefent feenes ; (8 

Sages and warriors, flateiinen, kings, and queens i? 

Ruth'd on my mental eye ; now patriots groan d, af 

And now a cruel de pot was enthron’d. Cae 

Ambition’s torches flam’d from fhore to fhore, Ti 

And fury blaz’ d, unguench’d by human gore. } 

Now ignorance ftretch’d wide her ample fhield 

O’er millions whom falfe prudence taught to yield ; _ 

Whil'ft, aw’d by fu perftition or the fword, \ 

The crowd an idol, or a man ador’d. | | 

| 

/ 


Nimrod the trade of tyranny began, ' 
Deceitful arts his tools, his. object man ; ; 
Foes he fubdu’d by friends who gave him aid, 
Then into flavery friends and foes betray’d. : 
Hiitorians, blufh ! examples as you bring, P| 
That fcience grew beneath a tyrant king. eli 
Little from fuch was gain’d—truth muft agree ui 
Who fcorn’d the nobleft {cience——ro se FREE, / 
Egypt ! thy defpots fhow “ all the 7 pride ; 


Thy Prolemies and Pharaohs we deride. 























Pheir glories now are but an empty name, 
Ending in Cleopatra’s flacrant thame 
Tears from each eve mult trickle, as the maf: 

The feudal fyhem mournfully reviews ; 

When petty tyrants claim'd defpotic fway, 

Compell'’da greater tyrant to obey : ° 
When bigotry obfcur'd the faireft climes, 

And god could ipl ite e’en the vileft crimes. 

At length the cloud, which darker d freevom's day, 


' — ' 
Recedes before inftruction's powerful ra 

Reafon afierts her claim. an ' k! ngs are tavel t, 
Thofe to refpect, whom once uJ ey fet at nought, 





Wildom man’s wrongs is eager to redrefs, 
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Parnafiad. 


And virtue fallies from the honour’d prefs. 
Exult, Columbians! in the glorious view, 

For know the {cene of blifs began with your. 

See in the welt the fun of freedom rife, 

Which fpreads its happy rays o’er eaftern skies, 

Teaching alike the de{pot and the flave, 

The free alone, are virtuous, wife, and brave. 
Roll on, ye years, complete the glorious plan, 

When man fhall venerate his brother man ; 

When fraudful policy to worth fhall bend, 

And the whole race in charity contend ! 

When with hofannas heaven's bleft realms fhall ring, 

And truth proclaim, that Gop alone is hing ! 


$95: OS-GO-9-O0-6O— 


FORTHE UNIVERSAL ASYLUM. 


The REASONER. 


H Y was I! born! to life who bade me fpring ? 


Am I the child of nature or of God ? 
Of nature? what is nature? fits the not 
A handmaid at th’ eternal throne of heaven, 
Which God alone can fill ? She does ; and thence 
Difpenfes to the univerfe that will, 
Which all fhould own, fhould follow, and obey, 
Created by th’ Almighty, not of chance 
The vagrant offspring, to the fkies I tower ; 
My reafon tells me happinefs is mine, 
Should I deferve it : earth exhibits joys, 
And wider is difplayed the reign of heay’n, 
As thither I afpire.—But, reafon! why 
Thefe fcenes of woe difplay’d on earth? Declare 
Why murder ftalks, his implements in hand, 
Ready to execute his dire refolve ? 
Tell me, why policy infidious treads 
The mean, a winding, labyrinths of art? 
las virtue left us? Has fhe on herthrone 
Eftablith’d fallacy ? Ye fophifts ! fay, 
Who o’er the world your wild opinions {pread, 
Treafur'd at length by folly. No; the reigns, 
And ever fhallexert her honour’d rule. 
And what is virtue, fhould we find her fource ? 
She’s glory darting from th’eternal fkies, 
Illuminating man; religion’s child, 
Parent of concord, and our guide to heaven. 
Why was I born? t’was furely to obey 
Heaven’s mandates ! They alone conduct to blifs ; 
















Parnaffiad. 


And on onr earth that ladder we muft raife 
Which leads toheaven. Thus, confcience! be my guide ; tt 
Confcience, by truth illumin’d ; thou my ftar, 
Whofe facred luftre is from heaven deriv'd ! 

Yes, I was born, th’Almighty to obey, 4 Bit 
To clafp with tendernefs the human race ; BI 
All nature to refpect; to rife to heaven, hy 
By virtue’s and by reafon’s wings upborne. : 
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FOR THE UNIVERSAL 








ASYLUM. 


A N N A; & New Song. 













N her cheek whilft the rofe and the lily we find, 
Whilft her eyes {peak a cheerful and innocent miad, 
Harmonious her accents, and gentle her air, 

Each youth muft confeis, that my dana is fair, 











Not eager her learning and wit to difplay, 
With the old the is grave, and jocofe with the gay. 
Fallacious pretenfions fhe knows to defpile ; 

Thus worth mult acknowledge that duna is wife, 

In her heart whilft difcretion with fentiment glows, 

In our blifs fhe exults, or the pities our woes. 

Poflefl’d of fuch charms muft not reafon conclude, 

That una, lov’d Anna, is fair, wife, and good ? 

Ss. V. 
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ASYLUM. 


VERSES /fent to a young LADY, with a Copy of 
Mifs Ev1za CarTer’s Poems.* 


HIS valued work to willing minds conveys 
The foundeft morals in the fweeteft lays. 
Propp’d by firm truth, here genius nobly thines, 
And wifdom each poetic ftrain refines. 
Here in mild triumph every mufe appears, 
And Heaven in founds feraphic greets our ears. | 
How vain thofe follies which your fex employ, 
Shunning true pleafure for ideal joy ! 





* Thefe lines were written in humble imitation of Pope’s poem to Mifs Floyd, 
beginning thus 





“ QObe thou bleft with all that heaven can fend,” &c, 


a a 


336 Parnafiad. 


The glittering coach, the toilet’s daily care, 

The buzz of flattery, and the coxcomb’s {tare, 

Thofe minds engrofs where fenfe and truth fhould reiga, 

— d more pleafing by Eliza's ttrain. j 
! let the graces of her polithed page 

Hoard in thy youth contentment for thine age ! 

Thus fhall morality her charms beftow, 





Each blifs improve, or foften every woe ! ] 

Thus fhall your days in bleft fucceffion prove, 
How vatt the raptures of celeltial love ! : 
W. 7 
v 
—$$0--6-6-00-000— 
FOR THE UNIVERSAL ASYLUM. e 
r 
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ASONG. To CELIA. : 
. . t 
Booms as the blufh of morning, ¥ 
Brigit as fol’s meridian ray ! . 
Wilt thou ftill, my paffion fcorning, b 
Love with cruelty repay ! te 
th 
Tho’ a while the tempeft rages, : 
‘iho’ againtt refounding fhores in 
Fierceft war old ocean wages, to 
And tremendous thunder roars ; = 
in 
Yet again the thunder ceafes ; a 

‘bempelts by degrees fubfide ; 
And, as ocean’s rage decreafes, ef 
Smoother flows the briny tide. 7 
an 
; fe! 
Torn by fear and hope contending ci 
ie My poor breaft enjoys no calm. 

: Wilt thou fill, my bofom rending, fo 
i Give the wound, but not the balm? : 
j 4 ne 

If, thy heart to pity callous, to 

Celia! fcorns my humble lot, th 

AD | Know, that lightning blafts the palace, = 
| Whilit it {pares the humble cot, 7 
m 


| But fhould queens their fceptres proffer, 
| Crowds obfequious bend the knee, 





I would fcorn the glittering offer 
What are crowns compar’d with thee! 
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POLITICAL REGIST E R. 


REPORT of the secretary of state, on the fubje of the cod 


and WHALE-FISHERIES. 


(Concluded from page 277.) 


E N C B, too, would follow, that their Newfoundland fhips, not receiving 

provifions from us in their bottoms, nor permitted (by a law of their own) 
to receive in ours, muft draw their fubfiftence from Europe, which would increafe 
that part of their expenfes in the proportion of four to feven, and fo far operate as a 
duty towards rettoring the level between them and ws. The tables, No. 2, and 12, 
will thew the quantity of tonnage, and confequently the mafsof feamen whofe in- 
terefts are in diftrefs ; and No. 17, the materials for indemnification. 

If regulations, exactly the counterpart of thofe eftablithed again us, would be in- 
effeual, from a differcnce of circumfances, other regulations <quivalent can give no 
reafonable ground of complaint to any nation. Admitting their right of kceping 
their markets to themfcives, ours cannot be denied of keeping our carrying trade 
to ourfelves. And if there be any thing unfriendly in this, it was in the firft 
example. 

The lofs of feamen unnoticed, would be followed by other loffes in a long train. 
If we have no feamen, our fhips wiil be ufelefs, confequently our fhip-timber, iron 
and hemp—our thip-building will be at an end—thip-carpenters go over to other 
nations—our young men have no call to the fea—our produce carried in foreign bot- 
toms, be faddled with war freight and infurance in times of war: and the hiftory of 
the laft one hundred years fhows, that the nation which is our carrier has three years 
of war for every four years of peace. (No. 18.) We lofe, during the fame periods, 
the carriage for belligerent powers, which the neutrality of our flag would render an 
incalculable fource of profit : we lofe at this moment the carriage of our.own produce, 
to the annual amount of two millions of dollars, which, in the poflible progrefs of the 
encroachment, may extend to five or fix millions, the worth of the whole, with an 
increafe in the proportion of the increafe of our numbers. It is eafier, as well as bet~ 
ter, to ftop this train at its entrance, than when it fhall have ruined or bamiihed whole 
claffes of ufeful and induftrious citizens. 

It will, doubtlefs, be thought expedient, that the refemption fuggefted fhould take 
effe&t fo gradually as not to endanger the lofs of produce for the want of tranfporta~ 
tion : but that, in order to cfeate tranfportation, the whole plan fhould be developed, 
and made known at once, that the individuals, who may be difpofed to lay thems 
felves out for the carrying bufinefs, may make their calculations on a full view of all 
circumftances. 

On the whole, the hiftorical view we have taken of thefe fifheries, proves they ar 
fo poor in themfelves as to come to nothing with diftant nations, who do not fupport 
them from their treafury. We have fecn, that the advantages of our pofition place 
our fitheries on a ground fomewhat higher, fuch as to relieve our treafury from the 
neceflity of giving them fupport, but not to permit it to draw fupport from them, net 
to difpenfe the government from the obligation of effetuating free markets for 
them, that for the great proportion of our falted fith, for our common oil, and part 
of our fpermaczxti oil, markets may, perhaps, be preferved by friendly arrangements 
towards thofe nations whofe arrangements are friendly to us; and the relidue be 
compenfated by giving to the feamen thrown out of bufivels the certaiaty of employ- 
ment in another branch, of which we have the fole difpofal. 


THOMAS JEFFERSON, 


Secretary of fate. 
February 14, 179%. 


November, 1791. 
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4 bifforical View of the COD-FISHERIES of Franct, Encranp, and the United States. 
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State of Cop-Fisnery of Massacnusetts, From 1786, to 1790, 
from 1765, to 1775. inclufive. 
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Atfira® of the Produce of the FISHERIES, exported from the Unitep States, from about Aaguft zoth, 1789, 
to ‘September 30th, 1790. 


; ET, 
ith pi Oil whale. Oil {permacati. Whale-bone. Candies {per 


Fith dried. Fith pickled. 
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Political Regifter. 341 


No. IV. 

Abftrad of articles imported into the united ftates from Britifh colonies, for one 
year, commencing the rsth Auguft, 1789, and ending on the r4th Auguft, 1790, 
as far as the accounts have been rendered. 

6,343 barrels of pickled fith. 
Cwt. 3.70%. aqrs. 20lbs. of dried fith. 

Nere.---Oil and blubber imported paying a duty ad valorem, the quantity of 
each can only be afcertained by the feveral collectors having reference to the ori- 
ginal entrics. JOSEPH NOURSE, Regitfter. 

Treafury department, Regifter’s oes, 23d. Nev. 1790. 

WE the fubfcribers, being a committee appointed by the owners of fithing veffels, 
in the town of Marblehead, to take into confideration the mapy grievances and 
burdens the cod-fifhery now labours under, and to make a ftatement of them ; which 
ftatement fo made, to be handed to col. Glover, by him to be laid before the com- 
mittee of the general court, appointed to confider the fame, do report the faid ftate- 
ment, as follows, viz. 

1. Impoft duties on falt, 





a. duties and excife on rum, fugar, and melaffles, 
3. on hooks, lines and leads, 

4 on coarfe woolens, 

s- on duck, cordage and cables, 

6. ow hemp, iron, and twine, 


7. Tonnage and naval duties. 
8. The ineffedtual duties on foreign fith, 
9. The duties our fitheries pay at foreign markets, while the fitheries of France 
and England receive large privileges anu bounties from their governments. 
10. The heavy poll-tax laid on the fithermen. 
11. Excife on New-England rum. 
It appears to the committee, from an exa& inveftigation, that the earnings and 
expenies of the fifhing {chooners of this town, fer the years 1787, 1788, 1789, were 
to the earnings of each fchooner, viz. 


For the year 1787, £-l45 
For the year 1704, 137 
For the year 17389, 82 


And that the annual average expeness of thefe veffels, inclufive of infurance, £. 124. 

It alfo appears, that the number of fchooners employed in the grand bank fifhery 
for the year 1789, were one hundred and twenty-four, nineteen of which were 
property of perfons not belonging to the tewn, and of which number thirty-three 
fail have been taken out of the fithery from the declenfion of the bufinefs, exclufive 
of the aforementioned difadvantages. 

That the bounty granted to the fihhery by congrefs, as a compenfation for the 
duty on falt, this committee humbly conceive, will not operate to that purpofe fo 
effcQually, as if paid diredtly into the hands of the owners of the veflels, inftead of 
the thippers of the fith. 

Mar blebead, Feb. tf,1790. 


JOHN GLOVER, ROBERT HOOPER, jun. RICHARD JAMES, 
ISRAEL FOSTER, WILLIAM R. EEF, JOSHUA ORNE, 
EDWARD FETYPLACE, RICHARD PEDRICK, MARSTON WATSON, 
WILLIAM KNIGHT, KNOTT PEDRICK, 
SAMUEL HOOPER, SAMUEL RK. GERRY, 
A true copy. a a Attest, JOHN AVERT, jun. fecretary. 
jo. VI. 


AN eftimate of the dutica paid by the proprietors and navigators of a fithing veflel of fixty-five tons 


aad eleven hands. 


Duty on flr, dollars 80. 25 

ram, I4. 

tea, 2. 64 
fugar, 3 3 
melafles, 99 
coarte wooillens, ? 33 
lines, leacls and hooks, 2 9 
fail cloth---vearly average, 2 5 
cordage, cables, do. 2. 
tonnage, 33> 9 
iren---yearly average, I, 


138 divided on eleven men, 
; is 12 § cents per man, 
Rut deduéting the drawback of the duty on falt, jt remains 57. 75 dollars on the » le 5025 
dirs on cach man, , - 






























































342 Political Regiffer. 


—No. VII.— 


An biftorical View of the WHALE=EISHERIES, of HOLLAND, 
ENGLAND, and th UNITED STATES, 


a{yues, 












Hamburgh about 35¢ 
Englith bounty 6s. 76sf'6sl 33/AMERICA, Ise 


. 


No. | So.] Tons. Tons, 
183 | 123] 13820 morth. t4o20 
fouth. 4059 men, 


132 Eng.bounty sool. 4ocl. 
3001. 200l. tool. 
— Da. bo. 30 f. a man. 


17301! 68) 2/Bafques, 3 — Englith bounty 30s. 
Tons. 
5731)!6422}America 1300. 2} 


their own coaft. 





1732|'76) — Englith bounty 4os. 


184] 2|Bafques, 15 to Ps 


— France 4 thips. 





— Englith bounty 308. 
31) 5820 tons no. 4399 
tons fo, r61 i mea. 
France 3 thips. 
31|France 17 hips. 


1748] 94 
175c)'8166[Englith bounty 4os. 
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No. VIII. 
M. JEFFERSON, Minifter Plenipotentiary of the United States. 


Fontainbleau, 08, 22, 1786. 
SIR, 

AS it is the intention of the king to favor, as much as poffible, the commerce of the 
ynited ftates, | have the honor to communicate to you the meafures that have been 
taken on this fubject. ; 

By a letter of the gth January, 17284, to the Marquis de la Fayette, I informed 
him that inftead of two free ports promifed by the treaty with the united ftates, the 
king had determined to grant them four, which has been done ; and I promifed him 
that! would dire& my attention to the cuftom-houfes and duties which are preju- 
dicial to commerce, obferving however that this object demanded long inveiliga- 
tions, which are not yet compleated. By another letter I informed him, that his 
majefty had fuppreffed the duties upon the exportation of brandy, and I expected 
this fuppreflion would be ufeful to the American commerce ; | likewife promifed 
him that the duties of the king and the admiralty, payable by an American veflel 
on her arrival in aFrench port, fhould be diminifhed and reduced to a fingle duty, 
and regulated according to the number of mafts and draught of water, and not by 
the uncertain eftimation of meafurement. This reduction requires a perfe@ know- 
ledge of all the duties paid in our ports; and as they are of various kinds, the flate- 
ments which I have ordered tv be made are not ready. 

You know, fir, that the king has appointed a committee for the particular purpofe 
of examining our commercial conne¢tions with the united ftates, and that the Mar- 
quis de la Fayette has prefented a project conformable to the ideas contained in your 
letter to the Count de Vergennes; but you will confider how imprudent it would 
be to hazard by a change of fyitem, the project of a branch of revenue which 
amounts to twenty-eight millions, upon an article which is not of the firit neceflity~- 
after a long difcuflion of every means that can be at prefent adopted to encourage 
the importation of American tobacco, it has been rcfolved not to break the agree- 
ment made with Mr. Morris, but that after the expiration of this contra, no fimilar 
one fhall be made, and that in the mean while, the farmers general thould be obliged 
to purchafe, annually, about fifteen thoufand hogfheads of American tobacco, imported 
direétly from the united ftates, in French or American veiliels at the fame price, om 
the fame conditions which have been ftipulated by the contract with Mr. Morris. 

You will remember, fir, that before a regulation could be made in favor of the 
importation of whale oil, the Marquis de la Fayette had taken a particular arrange- 
ment with Mr. Sangrain for the fale of this article, to the amount of eight hundred 
thoufand livres, and that | had granted him paflports in order to render this firft im- 
portation free from all duties whatfoever. The fame Mr. Sangrain afterwards 
inade an agreement with fome merchants of Bolton, to the yearly amount of four 
hundred thoufand livres, to lait during fix years, for which his majelty has grauted 
the fame favors which are enjoyed by the Hanfe Towns. 

This matter having been lately more extenfively examined ; the adminiftration to 
whom the committee communicated their wilh, agreeable to the Marquis de la 
Fayette’s demand and your opinion, entirely to abolifh all dutics upon oil, have found 
that at prefent, they could not confent to it, on account of the engagements made 
with other powers, All that could be dome was to grant, during ten years, to the 
whale oil, {permmaceti, and whatever is comprehended within thefe denominations, 
imported from the united ftates in French or American veflels, the fame favors, the 
fame diminution of duties which the Hanfe Towns enjoy, 

His majeity hopes that the commercial connections between the united {tates and 
France, wiil become fo confiderable as to engage him to continue the effe@ of this 
provifional determination ; and as it has been obferved by the committee, that a great 
duty of fabrication has been hitherto paid upon the mott favoured whale oil, and even 
upon the national, his majefty confents to abolifh the duty of fabrication wich re- 
fyect to the whale oil and fpermaczti, dircetly imported from the united ftates in 
French or American bottoms, fo that this oil and fpermacati thal! not pay, during ten 
years, any other duty but feven livres ten fols, and tem fols per livre; this la aug- 
mentation of ten fols per livre, thall ceafe in 1790. 

It has alfo been determinsd that particular informations be taken concerning the 

































































344 Political Regifter. 


confumption of Carolina rice in France, and that means be devifed to encourage the 
importation of this article. ° 

Reprefentations having been made concerning the confiderable duties laid upon the 
importation of pot-ath and pearl-ath, alfo upon beaver-fkins and hair, and raw leather 
his majcfty has fuppreffed all duties whatfoever upon thofe articles, if imported of the 
growth of the united ftates, in French or American veflels. He is likewife defirben 
of encouraging every article of American fur. 

His majefty has moreover confented to abolith all duties upon mafts, yards, keels 
for fhips, red cedar, gfeen oak, and in’a word, all kinds of wood fit for thip-buildi 
imported from the united ftates in French or American veffels. * 

The committee having likewife reprefented, that there was a duty of five per cent. 
on the purchafe of foreign built thips, and that this duty was prejudicial to the fale of 
American veffels, his majeity has been pleafed to exempt from all duties, the purchafe 
of thips which fhali be proved to be built in the united fates. 

Great duties having formerly been laid upon al! fhrubs, trees and feed, his majetty 
has abolifhed thefe duties, when the above articles thall be imported in French of 
American veffels. 

It having been reprefented that the fate of Virginia had ordered the arms for her 
militia to be made in France, an order ispafled, that the prohibitions which hitherto 
have prevented the exportation of arms and gunpowder, as well as the dutics laid ups 
on thefe articles when exported by permiflion, fhall be abolifhed ; and that when. 
ever the united {tates fhall think it expedient to export from France, arms, guns and 
gunpowder, they fhall have full permiflion, provided thefe articles are exported in 
French or American veffels, and they fhall be liable only toa very {mall duty, ig 
order to facilitate the calculation of exports. 

Laftly, his majeity has received with the fame favor, the applications made to the 
committee for the fuppreflion of the heavy duties actually paid upen books and pa. 
pers of all kinds : the king abolithes ali thefe duties when the above articles thall be 
exported to the united ftates in French or American veflels. 

* Ie is with great pleafure, fir, that inform you of the difpofitions of his majefty; 
they are a new teftimony of his great defire to eftablith the met intimate commers 
cial conne@ion between the two nations, and of the favorable attention he will always 
pay to any propofal made in the name of the united ftates of America. 

I have the honor of being, with fincere attachment, 
Sir, 
Your mof humble, and 
Mott obedient fervant, 
De COLONNE. 

P.S. Your nation will undoubtedly receive with pleafure, the information of the 
facilities which the king has juft granted to the exportation of the wines of Bour- 
deaux, Guienne, and Touraine, and the fuppreiiion of the duties granted by different 
atrets of council, of which the Marquis de la Fayetce will give you notice. 

. No. IX. 
AN ACT of the i council of ftate, for the encouragement of the commerce 
of France with the united tates of America. 
December 29th, 1787. 
+ Extra from the Records of the Council of State. 

‘THE king defirous of encouraging the commerce of his fubjects, with the united 
ftates of America, and of facilitating between the two nations, connections. recipro- 
cally ufeful : Having heard the report of the Sieur Lambert, counfellor of ftate, avd 
of the royal council of finance and commerce, comptroller general of finance, his ma- 
jefty being in his council, has ordained and does ordain as follows ¢ 

ARTICLE lL : 

Whale oils and fpermaczti, the produce of the fitheries of the citizens and inhabi- 
tants of the united ftates of America, which fhall be brought into France directly in 
French veffels, or in thofe of the united ftates, fhall continue to be fubjected to a duty 

only of feven livres ten fols the barrel of five hundred and twenty pounds weight, and 
whale-fins fhall be fubject to a duty of only fix livres, thirteen fois, four deniers the 
kenta!, with the ten fols per livre on each of the faid duties ;.which ten fols per 
livre thall ceafe on the laft day of December, one thoufand feven hundred and nine 
ty; his majefty referving to himfelf to grant further favors to the produce vf the 
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whate-fifheties cartied on by the fifhermen of the united Rates of America, which 
fhall be brought into France in French veffels, or in thote of the united ftates, if, on 
the information which his majeity fhall caufe to be taken thereon, he fhall judge i 
expedient for the intcreft of the two — 

The other fith oils, and dry or falted fith, the produce in like manner of the fith- 
eries of the citizens and inhabitants of the unwed fates, and brought alfo direatly in- 
to France, in theit, of in French veffels, faall not pay avy other nor greater duties than 
thoie to which the oils and fith of the fame kind, the produce of the fiferies of the 
Hanfeatic towns, or of other the mott favored nations, are or fhall be fub) & in the 
fame cafe. 

Itt. 

The manufafure of candles and tapers of fpermaceti fhall be permitted in France, 

as that of other candles and tapers 
IV. 

Corn, wheat, rye, rice, peas, beans, lentils, flax«feed and other feeds, flour, trees and 
fhrabs, pot-ath and pearl-ath, fkins and fur of beaver, raw hides, furs and peitry, and 
timber brought from che united fates diredtly into France in French veffels, or in 
thofe of the united Rates, thall not be fubjeR but to a duty of one-eighth per cent. 
on their value. 

Vv. 

Veffels built in the united fates and fold in France, or purchafed by Frenchmen, 

fall be exen:pt from ail duties, on proof that they were built in the united faces. 
Vi. 

Turpentine, tar and pitch, the produce of the united ftates of America, and brought 
dire ‘tly into France in French veilels, or in thofe of the united fhaces, fhall pay only 
aduty of two and a half per cert. on their value; and as well the duties mentioned 
if this as in the fourth article, fhall be exempt from all additien of fous per livre. 

Vil. 

The exportation of arms of all forts, and of gunpowder, for the united flates of 
America, thall be always permitted im French veilels, or in thofe of the united ftates, 
paying for the arms a duty of one-eighth per cent on their value ; and gunpowder 
in that cafe thall be exempt from all duty, on giving a cautionary bond. 

Vill. 

Papers of all forts; even paper-hangings and colowred papers, pafte-board and 
books, fhall be exempt from aii duties on their embarkation for the united ftates of 
America, in French veifels or in thofe of the united (tates, and fhall be entitled in that 
cafe to a reftitution of the fabrication duties on paper and paite-board. 

IX. 

The admiralty duties on the veffels of the united ftates entering into, or going out 
of the ports ef France, fhall mot be levied but conformably with the ea'<t of the 
month of Jane laft, in the cafes thercin provided for, and with the letters-patant of 
the tenth of January, one thoufand feven hundred and feventy, for the objects for 
which no provifion fhall have been made by the faid edi& : his majefty referving to 
himfelf moreover to make known his intentions as to tke manner in which the fad 
duties fhall be levied, whether in proportion to the tonnage of the veffels or other- 
wife; asalfoto fimplify the faid duties of the admiralty, and to regulate them as far 
as thal be poflible on the principle of reciprocity, as foon as the orders fhall be com~ 
pleted which were giver by his majefty according to the twenty-fixth article of the 
faid edict of the month of June lat. 

ae: 

The entrépot (or ftoring) of all the productions and merchandife of the united 
ftates, thal be perntitted for fix months, in all che ports of France, open to the eom- 
merce of her colunics ; and the faid entrepot fhall be fubject only to a duty of one- 
eighth per cent. 

XI. 

Fo favor the exportatiomof arms, hardware, jewellery, bonnetery* of wool and of 

cotton, coarfe woolicns, fmail draperics and ftuifs of cottoa of all forts, and other 


This term iaclades bonnets, Pockings, focks, under wai Peoats, drawers, gloves and mitien 
aa fold by the bonneticrs. 


Noember, 1791. X x 
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merchandifes ef Trench fabric, which fhall be fent to the united ftates of Ameri. 


in French veffels, or in thofe of the united ftates, his majefly referves to himfeif ¢, 


grant encouragements which fhall be immediately regulated in his council, according 


to the nature of each of the faid merchandifes. 
XIl. 
As to other merchandifes not mentioned in this at, brought diretly into France 
from the united ftates, in their or in French veffels, or carried from France to the 


faid united fates in French veffels, or in thofe of the united ftates, and with refped, 


to all commercial conventions whatfoever, his majefty wills and ordains that the citi. 
zensof the united fates enjoy in France the fame rights, privileges and exemptions 
with the fubjects of his majeity : faving the execution of what is provided in the 
ninth article hereof. 

Xill. 

His majefy grants to the citizens and inhabitants of the united fates, all the ad. 
vantages which are enjoyed, or which may be hereafter enjoyed, by the mott favored 
nations in his colonies of America; and moreover his majelty affures to the faid ci. 
tizensand inhabitants of the united fates, all the privileges and advantages which his 
ewe fubjests of France enjoy, or shall enjoy, in Afia and in the feales leading thereto ; 
Provided always that their veflcls fhall have been fitted out and difpatched in fome 
port of the united flates. 

His majetty commands and orders M. le duc de Penthievre, admiral of France, the 
intendants aud commuffaries de parti in the provinces, the commiflaries de parti for 
the obfervation of the ordinances in the admiralties, the officers of the admiralties, 
matters of the ports, judges de traites, and all others to whom jt thall helong, to be 
ulding in the execution of the prefent regulation, which thall be regiftered in the 
oflices of the faid admiralties, read, publifhed, and pofted wherever it hall be ne 
cellary- 

Done in the king’s council of ftate, his majefty prefent, held at Veriailles 
the twenty-ninth of December, one thoufand feven hundred and eighty- 
feven. 

(Signed) le Ct. Dela LUZERNE, 
No. X. ‘ 
ARRET of the king's council of tate, prohibiting the importation of foreign whale 
and {fpermacati oil into this kingdom. 28th September, 1788. 
. Extra from the Regifers of the Council of State. 

THE king having taken information on the fuccefs attending the whale fithery, 
and the profpect of its greater profperity within his kingdom, and his majefty being 
willing to grant a {pecial protection to this important fithery which has juft commen- 
ced in France, and which may become an, abundant fource of riches, while at the 
fame time it affords to the marine a nurfery for feamen of great confequence to the 
fervice of the ftate—his majefty has conceived that the prohibition of foreign oil 
would be the moft beneficial encouragement that could be granted to this branch of 
indultry. Being willing to provide accordingly, and having heard the report of the 
Sicur Lambert, counfellor of ftate and ordinary to the council of difpatches, and to 
the royal council of finances and commerce, the king being prefent in his council, has 
ordained, and does ordain, that, computing from the day of publifhing the prefent 
arret, the introduction of foreign whale and fpermaczti vils “all be prohibited 
throughout his dominions. His majefty commands and orders the Duke de Pen- 
thievre, adm ral of France, the intendants and com mifliaries throughout the provin- 
ces, the commiffaries duputed for the obfervation of the ordinances in the admiralties, 
the oflicers of the admiraltics, malters of ports, judges of treaties, and all others whom 
it may concern, to aflit im the execution of the prefent arret, which fhall be regiftered 
ja the offices of the faid admiralties, read, publifhed, and poited wherever it fhall ap- 
pear neceffary. 

Done in the king’s council of ftate, his majefty being prefent, held at Verfailles, 
ath September, 1788. 

(Signed) lg LUZERNE. 
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X!. 
ARRET of the king’s council of ftate, excepting whale and other fith oil, and alfo 
whalebone, the produ& of the fifheries of the united ftates of America, from the 
prohibition contained in the arret of the a%th September laf. 
; 


December 7th, 17%2- 
Extra& from the Regifiers of the Council of State. 

THE king having taken information on the arret pronounced in his council the 
28th December laft, prohibiting the importation of whale oil and fpermaczti, the 
produce of foreign fitheries, into the kingdom, obferving that oil made from fea calves 
and other fith, and fea animals, not being comprehended in the faid arret, a fraudulent 
importation of whale oil might take place usder the name of the aforefaid oils ; and 
that on the other hand it might be inferred from the tenor of the faid arret, that oils 
the produce of the fifheries of the united flates were prohibited : and his majetty 
withing to remove every doubt on this head, to provide therefore for the fame, 
having heard the report of the Sieur Lambert, counfellor of ftate in ordinary, and of 
the council of difpatches and royal council of finances and commerce, the king being 
prefent in his council, has ordained, and does ordain, that reckoning from the firft day 
of April next, oil made from fea calves, and from fifh and other fea animals, produces 

| edfrom foreign fitheries, as well as whalebone produced in like manner frem the {aid 

| foreign fitheries, thall be prohibited from importation into the kingdom, v ithout per- 
mitting the faid prohibition neverthelefs to extend either to the faid kins of oils, or 

| to the faid whale oils and fpermaczti, or the whalebone produced from the fifhgries 

| of the united ftates of America, and imported directly into France in French veffeis, 
or thofe belonging to the fubjects of the faid united fates ; which thal! continue to 
be provifionally admitted, agreeable to the firft and third article of the arret of the 
29th of December laft ; on condition however, that the captains of the faid veffels 
belonging to the united ftates, bring with them certificaces from the confuls of France 
refiding in the ports of the frid united Mates, or where thele cannot be obtained, from 
the magiftrates of the places where the embarkation of the faid oil thall he made, for 
the purpofe of proving that the cargo of the faid veilc's is the produce of the fitheries 
carried on by the citizens of the united ftates; which certificates fhall be prefented to 
the officers of the admiralty, alfo to the commiflioners of the farms, in the ports o€ 
France where it fhall be landed, to be mentioned in the report of their arrival. 

His majeity commands and orders the Duke de Penthievre, adnural of France, the 
intendants and commiflaries throughout the provinces, the commillary appointed to 
obferve the ordinances of the admiralty, the officers of the admiralty, mafters of ports, 
judges of treaties, and all others whom it may cencerp, to afift in the execution of the 
prefent arret, which fhall be regiftered in the offices of the faid admiralties, read 
publithed, and pofted wherever it may appear neceffary. 

Done in the king's council of itate, his majefly being prefent, held at Verfailles 
the feventh of December, 1788. 
(Sigued ) laLUZERNE. 



























































ng 





348 Political Reyifter. 





No. XVI. 


State of the WHALE-FISHERY in Majlachu fetes, from 14791 to 1775, 
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State of the witare-rignery, from 1737 te 1789, both inclufive. 
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| 92 [5,820] 31 | 4,390] 1,614 | 7,980 | 13,130 
True copy, 


Atteh, Joun Avery, jun. Secy. 


N. B. About one quarter of the fpermacati is head-matter, one quarter of which 
was exported to Great-Britain, the remainder manulaQured into candles, The {per 
maczti oil, previous to the :evolution, was moilly exported to Great-Britain, The 
average price im that mark:t for five years previous to the war, about forty pounds 
jicrling for the fpermaceti oil, and fifty pounds for head. The whale oil was for 
merly about one half exported tw the French and Englith Weft-India iilands, the 
other half fold in the united ftates. The average price of this oil, about feventy 
doilars per ton. A whale producing one hundred and twenty barrels whale oil, will 
yeuerally produce two thouland pounds bone, which was chiefly exported to Great- 
Deitainy the price about half a dollar per pound ; a whale producing fifty to fisty 
barrels, will gencrally produce neareft ten pounds of bone to a barrel of oil, The 
average price of oii for three years pat, as follows, viz. 

Spermaceti, one hundred doilars per ton. 

Whale vil, fifty doliars per ton. 

Head-matter, one huadred and fifty dollars per ton. 
Bone, about fiitecn cents per pound, 
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No. XUL 


Extradl from @ memorial prefented to the flates-general in 1775; by a committee of the mer- 
chants engaged in the whale ffiery. 

THE whale fifhery is of great importance to Holland, as the produce yielded by 
the fea may properly be confidered as our country produce, which furnifh employ for 
thoufands of hands; all the apparatus being made, and the vefiels fitted out im our 
ewn country. 


A new veflel from 110 to 116 feet, including anchors, cables, Guilders. 
rigging, &c. coit from 32 to 36000 
fixty or leventy lines, fix or feven fosp:, cafks, harpoons, and 
other materials, 8 to gooo 
Store reat, lighters, victualling, &c. for 42 to 48 mca, 4 to 5000 








Total, 44 to 50,000 
From thefe outfits the country evidently derives real advantages, whereas thofe 
immediately concerned rifque their property, as has formerly beco reprefented, that 
during a period of forty-leven years, fourteen millions have been loft in this traf- 
fick befides the lofs arifing from the decreafe of capital. 

The inflances which have proved profitable to the owners are but few; greater 
loffes are to be apprehended from the prefent high prices of ail the neceffaries and 
materials. ‘To clear the expences of a voyage, cach veflel muft at leat bring a re- 
turn of fifteen thoufand guilders, exclufive of one thoufand guilders for infugance, be- 
fides the yearly decreafe of capital, which may be calculated on an average, at thirty 
thoufand guilders for every veficl complctcly equipped, making the fum of three 
million eight hundred and feventy thoufand guilders for one hundred and twenty- 
nine veflels which have been fitted out this prefent year, «nd which muft each fetch 
out of the fea, twenty tous of net goods to clear themfelves. The profpe& of doing 
thisis very unfavorable, as all our neighbours ufe greater exertions in that trade than 
ever ; to which they are encouraged by the aid of their refpective governments, in 
particular the Britifh, who allow forty fhillings Rerling per ton to each veflel which is 
employed ip the whale fifhery ; by which means the number of their whaling vef- 
fels have, fincy the year 1749 (when the bounty was grated) increafed from two to 
one hundred and nime veffels, which in the {pring 1775, failed from England and 
Scotland, meafuring in the whole thirty-three thoufand three hundred and eighteen 
tons, and amounting, at forty fhillings per ton, to fixty-fix thoufand fix hundred and 
thirty-fix pounds, equal to feven hundred and thirty-twe thoufand nine hundred and 
ninety-fix guilders, which amounts upon an average to fix thoufand feven hundred 
and twenty-five guilders for each veffel. 

The fifheries in Sweden and Denmark have alfo received additional frength from 
the encouragements offered by their governments, without which they would have 
but littic inducement to that trade ; fo that inftead of Holland formerly exceeding all 
the other nations together in the whale fithery, they at preicnt exceed the Dutch by 
one third in the number of veflels---nay, England alone now fends out nearly as ma- 
ny veffels as Holland. 

Another obftacle prefents iefelf with regard to the whalebone trade. Of this ar- 
ticle Holland formerly thipped five-cight parts ro Great-Uritain, of which fale we are 
now deprived, on account ef the high duty mmpofed on all foreign whale-bone im- 
ported into that kingdom, and which may be confidered as an additional premium on 
the fithery of that nation, amounting commonly to filty guilders per one hundred 


weight. Our exportation of whale oil is alfo on the decline. Hamburgh and Bre. 
men receive great fupplies, partly from their own fifheries, and partly from England 
and Ruflia, fo as to be able to furnith the greate(t part of Germany with that article, 
France and Spain are moftly fupplied from England ; and as it has been always com- 
puted, that three-fourths of the produd of our fife: sported, the competition 


of thofe-and other rival nations will fearcely leave a { 

provinces and the river Rhine will be our limits. 
Another dijadvantage ought not to pals unnoticed, which is, that the prices of the 

produce of the fitheries are coafiderably reduced ; the whale-bone 


iga market for us: our own 


of the late voyage 
having already been fold as low as ninety guilders or lefs, which civesa lofs. Oil 
may allo, in cafe of a lucceloful feafon, fall from fisty wo forty guilders per twelve 
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ftckan (fixty-three gallons ;) and in that cafe, veffels that return with one half or 
two thirds of their cargo, muft fink moncy. 

Thefe are the moft material circumftances that impede the progrefs of our fitheries, 
The cffed of the premium granted by the Britifh parliament, has already been fe. 
verely felt by our Greenland ficets, having, fince that period, decreafed one third in 
nuaiber. 


No. XIV. 


Asstract of LIVE STOCK exported from the united ftates, from about Augut 
20th, 178y, to Seprémber 30th, 1790, from returns in the treafury office, 


LT 
ET TL 























French W. Indies. } All other countries. Total. 

Heads - Value. Heads. | “Value: Heads. Value. 
Horned Cattle, 14573 | 66 915] 1,833] 33,¢45 5,406 99, 960 
Horfes, *« 6,970 | 263, 281 | 31,658] 76,235 8, 628 339, 516 
Mules, - 22 233 21s 8, 846 


8,013 237 | 
8,537 | 10,058 17,039 


Hogs, - 4,185] 9,5°} 3,119] 4,90 | 5.304 | 14,481 








— _—._ 


130, 73% | ° 29,633 | 479, 843 





Sheep, - - | $5379 8,:c2| 4, 679 





20,129 | 349,111 | 9,504 


No. XV. 


GRAIN and FLOUR imported from the united ftates of America, inte the ports of 
France, in the year 1789---from an official ftatement. 





SL TS 
SS TT 





Fr. aver rion f 24, 680 tierces of 500 Fren, 
i ds each, 
Rice, 123,401 69; poun 
ao 256,545 94 7 equal to J pg Se eee barrels. 
Rye, os aan os 96 ; | | ss8.8p1¢ American bufhels. 
Barley, 260,131 52 J L 520, 262 


No. XVI. 


Office of the balance of 2 Statement of the VESSELS entered in the ports of France, 
commerce of France. from the united ftates of America, in the year 1789. 


Veffels. Tons. 
French, os ©. a | 13 o; em: & 2,105 
Imperial, Pr. ete 3 ®. PsP ee 370 
Englifh, - - = = 43 + © = © 4,782 
Dutch, - - « -« I on: kee he 170 
Hanfeatic, - + - I - 2-2 @ 200 


American, - - + 163 24,173 


424 315799 





SO jF 25 


Tl 


fil 


anc 
ave 


hut 


oul 
car 


bet 








































Political Regifter. 351 


No. XVIL. 





ABSTRACT of the tonnage of foreign veffels entered in the ports of the united 
ftates, from OMober 1, 1789, to September goth, 1790, 
France, - - = « 13,435 
Holland, - + + + 8,895 
Sweden, - -+ = = gir 
Prufia, - - a, -e 394 
Spain, © -© © © «= 855% 

Portugal, - -*-© + = 2,924 
Denmark, + -* =- = 1,608 
Germany, - - = + «= 14,368 
Britihh duminions, - - 225,495 


262,913 


No. XVIII. 


That the encouragement of our carrying bufinefs is interefting, not only to the 
carrying ftates, but in a high degree alfo tu the others, will refult from the following 


fads. 
Dollars. 
The whole exports of the united ftates may be ftated at 25,000,000 
ae Great-Britain carries two fifths of theie in value, that is to fay, 1,000,000 
Freight and infurance on this in times of peace, are about twenty-two 
and one half per cent. 2,250,000 
The fame charges in war are very various, according te the circume 
ftances of the war, we may fay, however, fifty-five per cent. 5,500,000 
The difference between peace and war, freight and infurance, then is 
anaually 3,250,008 


Taxed on our agriculture by Britifh wars, during their con- 
tinuance, and our dependance on Britifh bottoms 

Of the laft one hundred years, Great-Britain has had ‘forty-two years of war and 
fifty-eight of peace, which is three of war to every four of peace, nearly. 

In every term of feven years then, we pay three times three million two hundred 
and fifty thoufand dollars, or nine million feven hundred and fifty thoufand, which, 
averaged on the years of peace and war, are annually and conttant!y onc million three 
hundred and ninety-two thoufand cight hundred and fifty-feven more than we 
fhould pay, if we could raife our own thipping to be competent to the carriaze of all 
our produclions. Befides this, many of our bulky articles, not bearing a war freight, 
cannot be exported if expofed to that ; fo that their total lofs is to be added co that 
before eftimated. 


* Y. M. 1689. as Y. M. 
PEACE. 4 Tr Sept-§ 8 4 WAR. 


1702. Amt 
1712. Aug.} Io 3 

i ae Dec. t 
172% June.§ 2 6 

5 Te at 
1727. May.) Oo 2 

ss Aste Oc. t 
1748. May.) 8 7 

7 o ; 1758. am 
1762. Nov.) 7 § 

T5 cic June. ¢ 
1783. Mar. 49 
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THE FRENCH CONSTITUTION, 
Revifed, amended, and jinally decreed, by the Natwwat Assemacr, 
Prefented to the King on the 3¢, and accepted by bim on the 13th, of September, 1791, 


DECLARATION of the Ricuts of a Man, and a Citizgy, 


HE reprefentatives of the peopte of France, formed into a national affembly, 
confidering that ignorance, forgetfalne(s, or contempt of the rights of men, are 
the fole caufes of public grievances, ard of the corruption of government, have refoly. 
ed to exhibit, in a folemn declaration, the natural, unalienable and facred rights of 
man: in order that this declaration, ever prefent to all the members of the focal 
body, may inceffantly remind them of their rights and of their duties; to the end that 
the acts of the legiflative power, and thofe of the executive power, being every mo. 
ment compared with the end of al! political inftitutions, may acquire the more ref 
in order alfo that the remonftrances of the citizens, founded henceforth on 
and inconteftable principles, may ever tend to maintain the conftitution, and to pro 
mote the general good. 

For this reafon the national affembly recognizes and declares, in the prefence and 
uader the aufpices of the Supreme Being, the following rights of a man and 4 
citizen 

1. All men are born, and remain, free and equal in rights : focial diftinctions can. 
not be founded but on common utility. 

II. The end of all political affociations is the prefervation of the natural and im- 
prefcriptible rights of man ; thefe rights are liberty, property, fecurity, and refiftance 
againf oppreflion. 

Ill. The principle of fovereignty refides effentially in the nation: no body of men, 
no individual, can exercife an authority that docs not cmanate expresfly from that 
fource. 

IV. Liberty confif's in the power of doing every thing except that which is hurt- 
ful to anuther : hence, the exercife of the natural mghts of every man has ne other 
bounds than thofe that are neceffary to enfure to the other members of fociety the 
enjoyment of the fame rirhts: thofe hounds can be determined by the law only, 

V. Thelaw has z right to forbid thofe actions alone, that are hurtful to fociety.— 
Whatever is not forbidden by the law cannot he hindred ; and no perfon can be con- 
ftrained to do that which the law ordaineth not. 

VI. The law is the expreffion of the general will ; all the citizens have a right to 
concur perfonally, or by their reprefentatives, in the formation of the law : it ought 
to be the fame for all, whether it protect or whether it panifh. All citizens being 
equal in the eye of the law, are equally admiflible to public honours, places, and 
offices, according to their capacity, and without any otlver diflin@ion but that of their 
virtues or their talents. 

VII. No man can be accufed, arrefted, or detained, except in cafes determined by 
the law,and according to the forms which the law hath prefcribed. Thofe who folicit, 
difpatch, execute, ot caufe to be executed, arbitrary orders, ought to be punilhed: 
but every citizen that is fummoned, or feized, in virtue of the law, ought to obey 
inftantly—he becomes culpable by refiflance. 

Vill. The law ought to eftablith fuch punifhments only as are Rri@ly and evident- 
ly neceflary, and no perfon can be punifhed, but in virtue of a law eftablithed aad 
promulgated prior to the offenee, aud legally applied. 

IX. Every man being prefumed innocent till fuch time as he bas been declared 
guilty, if it thall be deemed abfoiutely meceflary to arreft a man, every kind of rigour 
a not neceflary to fecure his perion, ought to be fevercly reprefied by the 

aw. 

X. No perfon thall be molefted for his opin ons, even {uch as are religious, prove 
ed that the manifeftation of thofe opinions does not difturb the public order che 
blithed by the law. 

XI. The free communication of thought, and of opinion, is one of the moft pre 
cious rights of man. Every citizen, therefore, may freely fpeak, write, and publi 
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his fentiments; fubje& however, to anfwer for the abufe of that liberty, in cafes de- 
termined by the law. ’ 

XII. The guarantee of the rights of man and the citizen involves a neceflity of 
of public force : this force is then inilituted for the advantage of all, and net for the 
particular utility of thefe to whom it is confided. 7 

XII. For the maintenance of the public force, and for the expences of adminif- 
tration, @ common contribution is indifpenfably neceflary : this contribution thould 
be equally divided amonyt all the citizens, in proportion to their abilities, 

XIV. Every citizen-has a right, by himfelf, or by his reprefencatives, to decide 
concerning the neceflity of the public contribution ; to coufent to it frecly, to look 
after the employment of it : to determine the quantity, the dillributioa, the collec- 
tion, and duration. 

XV. Society has.a right to demand from every public agent, an account of his ad- 
miniftration. 

XVI. That fociety in which the guarantee of rights is not aflured, nor the fepara- 
tion of powers determined, has no conttitution 

XVII. Property being a right inviolable and facred, no perfon can be deprived of 
it, except when the public neceflity, legally afcertained, thall evidently require it, and 
en condition of a jut and previous indemnification 





THE NATFIONAL ASSEM PL Y, 

meaning to eftablith the French conftitution on the principles recogniged and dec'ar- 

ed above, abolifhes, irrevocably, the infitutions that injured liberty and equality of 
hte. 

There is no longer nobility, or peerage, or hereditary diftinGions, or diftinctions 
of orders, or feudal fyftem, or patrimonial jurifdictions, or any of the titles, denomi- 
nations, and prerogatives derived from them, or any orders of chivalry, corporations 
or decorations, for which proofs of nobility were required, or which fuppofed diftinc- 
tions of birth, or any other fuperiority, but that of public officers in the exercife of 
their funAions. 

No public office is any longer faleable or hereditary 

There is no longer, for any part of the nation, or for any individual, any privi- 
lege, or exception to the common right of ali Frenchmen. 

There are no longer wardenthips, or corporations of profeflions, arts, and crafts. 

The law no longer recognizes religious vows, or any other engagements concrary 
to natural rights, or to the conitirution. 


H E A’D I. 
Fundamental difpo fiktons guai anteed by the conflituti . 

The conftitution guarantecs, as natural! and civil rights : 

r. That all citizens are admiflible to places and employments, without any diftinc- 
tion but that of ability and virtue. 

2. That ail contributions fhall be divided equally among al! the citizens, in propor- 
tion to their means. 

3. That the fame crimes fhall be fubje“ to the fame punithments, without any dif- 
tinction of perfons. 

The conftitution in like manner guarantees, as natural and civil rights: 

Liberty to all men ef going, ttaying, or departing, without being arreited, or de- 
tained, but according to the forms preicribed by the conttitution ; 

Liberty to all men of fpeaking, writing, printing, and publithing their thou rhts, 
without having their writings fubj-@ed to any examination or inipection hefure pi 
lication; and of exercifing the religious worfhip to which they art attached ; , 

Liberty to all citizens of aflembling peaceably, and without arms, complying with 
the laws of police ; 

Liberty of addrefling to all conftituted authorities petitions individually figned 

The legiflative power cannot make laws that infringe or impede the exercife of 
the natural and civil rights recorded in this head, and guaranteed by the contitution ; 
but as liberty confifts only in the power of doing whatever neither injures the rights 
of another nor the public fatety, the law may eflablifl penaltics againtt ads, which, 
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attacking either the public fafety or the rights of others, would be in 
lociety. 

The conftitutien guarantees the inviolability of property, or a juft and previous jp, 
demnification for that, of which public neceflity, legally proved, thall require the fae 
crilice. 

The effets deftined to the expences of worfhip and fervices of public utility, 
to the nation, and are at all times at its difpofal. 

The nation preferves and affures the alienations which have been, and which thal! 
be made, according to the form eftablifhed by law. 

The citizens have a right to ele@ or choofe the minifters of their worthip, 

A general eftablifhment of publie fuceowrs thall be created and organized, for bring. 
ing up deferted children, relieving the infirm poor, and providing work for the poor 
not infirm, who cannot procure it for themfelves. 

A public inttitution fhall be created and organized, common to all citizens, gratyj. 
tous with regard to thofe parts of tuition indifpenfable for all men, and of which th. 
eftablifiment thall be gradually diftributed in a proportion combined with the divifiog 
of the kingdom. 

National fettivals thall be eftablithed, to preferve the memory of the French revo. 
lution, maintain fraternity among the citizens, and attach them to the conitution, to 
their country, and to the laws. 

A code of civil law thall be framed for the common ufe of the whole kingdom, 


H & A D If, 
Of the divifion of the kingdom, and the flate of citizen. 

1. The kingdom is one and indivifible : its territority, for adminiftration, is dif. 
tributed into cighty-three departments, cach department into diftri@s, each difsid 
into cantons. 

Il. Thofe are French citizens, 

Who are bern in France of a French father ; 

Who, having been born in France of a foreign father, have fixed their refidence in 
the kingdom; 

Who, having been bern in a foreign country, of a French father, have returned to 
fettle in France, and have taken the civic oath ; 

In fine, who having been born in a forcign country, being defeended in whatever 
degree from a Frenchman or Frenchwoman, having left their country from religious 
motives, come to refide in France, aud take the civic oath. 

Il}. Thofe who, being born out of the kingdom, of foreign parents, refide in France, 
become French citizens after five years of continued refidence in the kingdom; if, 
befides, they have acquired real property, or married a Frenchwoman, or formed an 
agriculcural or commercial eftablifhment, and if they have takew the civic oath. 

iV. Vhe legiflative power may, for important confiderations, naturalize a foreign- 
cr, upon no other condition, than that of refliding in France, and taking the civic 
oath. 

V. The civil oath is---I fwear to be faithful to the nation, the law, and the king: 
and to maintain, with all my power, the conftitution of the kingdom, decreed by the 
conftituent national aflembly, during the years 1789, 1790, and 1791. 

VI. The right of French citizenthip is loft, 

rf. By naturalization in a foreign country ; 

adly. By being condemned to penalties which involve the civic degradation, pto- 
vided the perfon condemned be not reinflated ; 

adly. By a fentence of contumacy, provided the fentence be not annulled ; 

4thly. By initiation into any foreign order or body, which fuppofes either proofs 
of nobility or diftinctions of birth, or requires religious vows. 

VIL. The law confiders marriage only as a civil contract, The legiflative power 
will eftablifh for all inhabitants, without diftin@ion, the mode by which births, mar- 
riages, and deaths fhall be proved ; and it will point out the public officers who fhall 
receive and preferve the authentications of them. 

VIII. French citizens, regarded in the light of thofe local relations which arife 
out of their affociation in cities, and in certain divifions of territory in the couatry, 
form the communities. 

‘Lhe legiflative power may fix the extent of boundary of cach community. 
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1X. The citizens who compofe each community, have the right of choofing, from 
time to time, according to the forms prefcribed by the law, thofe amon who, 
under the name of mnnicipal officers, are charged with the management ¢ par- 
ticular affairs of the community. 

To the municipal officers may be delegated certain functions relative to the gene- 
ral intercft of the flate. 

X. The rules which the municipal officers fhall be bound to follow, in the exercife 
both of the municipal functions, and of thofe which thall be delegated to them for the 
general intereft, fhall be fixed by the laws. 


m SOA DD Il. 
Of the public powers. 

I. The fovereignty is one, indivilible, inalienable, and imprefcriptible, and it be- 
longs to the nation : no fection of the people, or individual, can arrogate the exer- 
cife of it. 

il. The nation, from which alone flow all powers, cannot exercife them but by 
delegation. 

‘The French conftitution is reprefentative : the reprefentatives are the legiflativ 
body and the king. 

li. The legiflative power is delegated to a national aflembly, compofed of tem- 
porary reprefentatives, freely chofen by the people, to be exercifed by this affembly, 
with the fanction of the king, in manner hereafter determined, 

IV. The government is monarchial ; the executive power is delegated to the king, 
to be exercifed under his authority, by minitters and other refponfible agents, in man- 
ner afterwards determined. 

V. The judicial power is delegated to judges, chofen from time to time by the 


people. 






CHAPTER I 
Of the laziflative national aff bly. 
1, The national aflembly, forming the legiflative body, is permanent, and confifts of 
one chamber only. 
Il, It fhall be formed by new elections, every two years.---Each period of two 
years fhall form one legiflature. 
Ul. The difpofitions of the preceding article fhall nut take place with refpe& to 


the next legiflative body, whofe functions fhall ceafe on the Iaft day of April, 
1793- 

IV. The renewal of the legiflative body fhall be matter of full right, 

V. The legiflative body fhall not be difflolved by the king 

E¢Trion 
Number of reprefentatives : bafis of rep thiom, 

I. The number of reprefentatives to the legifl ative | vy fhall be feven hundred 
and forty-five, en account of the cighty-three departments, of which the kingdom is 
compofed ; and independent of thofe that may be granted to the colonie 


Il. The reprefentatives thall be diftributed among the 
according to the three proportions, of land, of populat 
direct. 

Il. Of the 745 reprefentatives 247 are attached to ¢ 
partment fhall nominate three, except the department oi 
only one. 

IV. Two huadred and forty-nine reprefent 
The total mafs of the ative population of t! 


\ 





each department nominates as many of the deputi 


dation, , 


V. ‘Swo hundred and forty-nine reprefentatiy ire attached to the conrtril n. 
The furan total of the direct contribution of the : KkeWile divided into 249 
parts, and each department nominates as niany \ $ parts of the cou- 


tribution. 


Primary i ! 
I. In orderto forma leviflative national nly ve citizens fhall con C 
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The primary affemblies thall meet, of full right, on the fecond Sunday in March 
if not co fooner by the public officers, appointed to do fo by the law. 
n active citizen, it is neceflary, 
renchman, or to have become a Frenchman : 

To hav@ attained 25 years complete : 

To have refided in the city or canton, during the period determined by law : 

To pay in any part of the kingdom a direct contribution, at leaft equal to che valug 
of three days labour, and to produce the acquittance ; 

Not to bein a menial capacity, namely, that of a fervant receiving wages : 

‘To be enrolled, in the municipality of the place of his refidence, in the lift of thy 
national guards : 

‘To have taken the civic oath : 

Ill. Every fix years the legiflative body thall fix the minimum and the maximum of 
the value of a day’s labour, and che adminiftrators of the departments fhall determing 
the rate for each diftri& 

IV. None thail exercife the rights of an a@ive citizen in more than one place, or 
employ another as his fubftitute. 

V. Thofe thal! be excluded from the rights of an ative citizen who are in a ftate of 
accufation, Thofe who, after having been in a fate of failure or infolvency, proved 
by authentic documents, fhall not produce a general difcharge from their creditors, 

VI. The primary affemblies thall name cleors, in the proportion of the number of 
active citizens refiding in the city or canton ; 

There fhall be named one elector for one hundred aive citizens, whether they ate, 
or are not, prefent at the meeting. 

There thall be named two, from 151 to 250, and fo on in this proportion. 

No man can be nominated an ciecior, if, to the qualifications of an active citizen, he 
do not join the following, viz In towns of above fix thoufand fouls, that of having 
property, or the ufvfruct of property, valued on the rolls of contribution at a rent equal 
to the local value of two huadred days labour, or of being the renter of an habitazion 
valued on the fame roils, at a rent equalto the value of one hundred and fifty days 
Jabour ; 

In towns of lefs than fix thoufand fouls, that of having property, or the ufufrué of 
property, valued on the rolls of contribution at a rent equal to the local value of an 
hundred and filty days labour : or, of being the renter of an habitation, valued on the 
fame rolls, ata rent equal to the value of ap hundred days labour ; 

And in the country, to that of having property, or the ufufrué of property, valued 
on the rolls of contribution, at a rent equal to the local value of an hundred and fifty 
days labour, or of being farmer or leflee of property, valued on the fame rolls, ata 
rent equal to the value of four hundred dayslabour. With réfpect to thofe who may 
be owners, or have the ufufruct of one part, and be farmers or leflces of another, ther 
means fhall be eftimated in the grofs, to the proportion neceflary for eftablifing thex 
eligibiuty. 










SECTION It. 
Eleforal off-mblics---nomination” of reprefentatives. 

I. The ele@ers named in each department fhali convene, in order to choofe the 
number of reprefentatives, whofe nomination fha!l belong to their department, and 3 
number of fubfiiutes equal to the third of the reprefentative 

‘The affemblies thall be heid, of fuli right, on the laf Sud in March, if they have 
not been convokcd by the public officers appointed to do fo by the law. 

I. The reprefentatives and fubftitutes thall be chofen by an abfolute majority ef 
votes ; and cannot be cholen but from among the adlive citizens of the depart 
ment 

Il. All a@tive citizens, whatever be their ftate, profeffion, or contribution, may be 
chofen as reprefentatives of the nation. 

IV. Excepting neverthelefs the minifters and other agents of the executive power, 
holding their paces at pleafure ; the commiflioners of the national aflembly, the col- 
leGors and receivers of the dire& contributiors, thofe who fuperintend the colledtson 
and management of the indire& contributions and national domains, ard thofe who, 
under whatever denomina ion, hold any employment inthe civil or military hc ules 
hold of the king, who hall be obliged to make their election, as well as the municips 
officers, and the commanders of the national guards. 
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V. The exercife of the municipal, adminiftrative, and judiciary fundtions, fhail be 
incompatible with the funétion of a reprefentative of the nation, durineggyery period 
of the legiflature 

The judges thall be replaced by their fubftitutes, and the king thall p c, by bre- ' 
vets of commiffion, for replacing his commiffioners in the courts of jutt 

VI. The members of the leyiflative body may be re-elected to a fubtequent legif- | 
lature, but not afterwards, till after an interval of one legiflature. i 

VII. The reprefentatives named in the departments, fhall not be reprefentatives of a 
particular department, but of the whole nation, and no initructions can be given them. | 

SECTION 1!V : 
Seffion and regulation of the primary and electoral affemblies. ' li 

I. The fundions of the primary and eleoral affemblies, fhall be limited merely | i 
to the right of choofing ; as foon as the ciection is over they fhall feparate, and fhall 
not meet again till they hall have been fummoned, unlefs in cafes provided for, by the 
xft article of the ad feétion, and the 1ft article of the 3d fediion. 

Il. No aétive citizen can enter or vote in an afflembly, if he is armed 

Ill. No armed force can be introduced in the meeting, except at the exprefs defire 
of the affembly, unlefs in the cafe of actual violence, when the order of the prefident a. 
fhall be fufficient to call in the aid of the public force. re 

IV. Every two years there fhall be drawn up in cach diftria, lifts, by cantons, of ; i; 
the a¢tive citizens, and the lift of each canton thall be publifhed, and pofted up two 4 
months before the meeting of the primary aflembly. 

The protefts which thal! be made either againft the rights of citizens, named in the ; 
litt, or on the part of thofe who thail affirm that they are unjuftly omitted, fhall be 
carried to the tribunals,in order to be there decided on & 

The lift thall ferve to regulate the admiffion of citizens in the next primary aflem- 
bly, in every point that fhall not otherwife have been afcertainea by a fentence : 
pronounced before the meeting of the aflembly i} 

V. The ele&oral affemblies have the right of verifying the quality and powers of 
thofe who fhall prefent themielves there, and their decifions fhall be provifionally : 
executed, with a referve for the fentence of the legiflative body, at the time of the af 
verification of the powers of deputies. ‘ 

VI. In no cafes, and under no pretext, fhall the king, or any agents named by him, 
interfere in queftiens relative to the regularity of the convocation, the fitting of af- } | 
femblies, the form of ele@tions, or the politica! rights of citizens, without-prejudice to ; 
the fusctions of the king’s commiflioners,in cafes determined by law, when queftions ; 
relative to the political rights of citizens are to be brought before the tribunals. = 








5 } 





CTIGN Y. 
NM ting of tke repr lentatia« sin th leg lative national affembly 
I. The reprefentatives fhall convene on the firlt Munday of May, at the place of 


; 

the fitting of the lafl legifiature. , 4 
1. They fall form themfelves provifionally under the prefidence of the eldeft of a 

their number, in order to verily the powers of the reprefentatives prefent. ’ 

lil. As foon as thefe fhall be verified, to the number of 373 members, they fhall 

; conftitute themielves under the title of leyiflative national aflem)ly : they fhall name “! 

, a prefident, vice-prefident, and fecretarics, and enter upon the exercife of theit 

: funGions. — 4! 

’ IV. During the whole of the month of May, if the number of reprefentatives 

f prefent fhall fall fhort of 373, the affembly fhall not performany legiflative 

é ‘They may iflve a refolution, enjoining abfent members to attend their funQicns 
within 15 days at fartheft, under a penalty of 3 livres, if they do not produce @ 

. excufe which thal! he deemed lawful by the legiflative body. 


Vi Onthe 


oA ’ . ' ty 
lait day of May, whatever be the number of members prefent, they th 


» conftitute themfelves a] fiative national aflembly. 
" Vi The reprefentatives fhall pronounce in a bedy, in the name of the French 
. pic, the oath “to jive free or die.” y 
. They fhail ther lividually take the eath, to maintain, with all their y 
c the conti-turion of the kingd , y the tuting t hes 
| i ing the years 17 ), 1790, and 1 [, to pi le or t to nothu 
the legiflature, which n y at allt to infringe it; to Le un every relpec 


ful to the nation, t 
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VII. The reprefentatives of the nation are inviolable. They cannot be enquired 
of, accufed @m judged, at any time, with refpect to what they may have faid, written 
or perfor in the exercile of their functions of reprefentatives. ; 

Vill. Th ay, for a criminal act, be feized, fagrante delifo, or by virtue of an 
order of arreft, but notice fhall be given of it, without delay, to the legiflative body 
and the profecution fhall not be continued till after the legiflative body hall have de. 
eided that there is ground of accufation. 

CHAPTER IU. 
Of the royalty, the regency, and the miniflers. 
SECTION I. ' 
Of the royalty, and the king. 

L THE royalty is indivifible, and delegated hereditary to the race on the throne, 

from male to male, by order of primogeniture, to the perpetual exclufion of women 






and their defcendants. p 
(Nothing is prejudged on the effe& of renunciations in the race on the throne ) j 
I]. The perfon of the king is facred and inviolable : his only title is king of the 

French. 

ill. There is no authority in France fuperior to that of the law. ‘The king reigns 
only by it, and it is only in the name of the law that he can require obedience. 
IV. The king, on his acceflion to the throne, or at the period of his majority, fhall 


take to the nation, in the prefence of the legiflative body, the oath “ To be faithful to 

the nation and the law, to employ all the power delegated to him, to maintain the =: 

conftitution decreed by the conftituent national aflembly, in the years 1789, 1790, and ‘ 

1791, and to caufe the laws to be executed.” ’ 
If the legiflative body fhall not be aflembled, the king fhall caufe 2 proclamation to ‘ 

be iffued, in which thail be exprefled this oath, and a promife to repeat it as foon as 





the legiflative body fhall be met. 1 
V. If the king does not take this oath within one month after an invitation by the t 
legiflative body, or af, after taking it, he fhail retract, he fhall be held to have abdicat- ‘ 
ed the royalty. 
VI. If the king put himfelf at the head of an army, and dire the forces of it ; 
againft the nation, or if he do not oppofe, by a formal a, any fuch enterprife under- f 
taker in his name, he fhall be held to have abdicated. ‘ 
Vil. If the king go out of the kingdom, and if, after being invited by a proclama- 
tion of the legiflative body, he do not return, in the delay to be fixed by the procla- f 
mation, and not to be lefs than two months, he fhall be held to have abdicated. g 
The delay thal] begin to ran from the day when the proclamation of the legiflative I 
body fhall have been publithed, at the place of its fitting ; and the minifters thall be 
held, on their refponfibility, to perform all the acts of executive power, the exercile of i 
which thal] be fufpended by the abfence of the king. 
VIII. After abdication, exprefs or legal, the king thall be in the clafs of citizens, and r 
may be accufed and tried like them, for aéts pofterior to his abdication. , t 
LX. The particular effects which the king poffeffes at his acceflion to the throne are t] 
irrevocably united to the domain of the nation. He kas the difpofition of thole t 
which he acquires on his own private account ; if he has not difpofed of them, they 1 
‘ are, in like manner, united at the end of his reign. ! 
j ‘ X. The nation makes provifion for the fplendour of the thfone, by a civil lift, of if 
ij ; which the legiflative body fhali fix the fum atthe commencement of each reign, for le 
Se the whole duration of that reign. 
18 he i XI. The king fhall appoint an adminiftrator of the civil lift, who fhall inftitute ft 
. faits in the name of the king, and againft whom pcrionally fhall all a&tions againit the fp 
en king be leought, and judgments given and executed. 
eee bt ‘The judgments obtained by the creditors of the civil lift, fhall be executory againg hi 
ae t the adminiftrator perfunally, and on his own property. 
my teal XII. The king thall have, independent of the guard of honour, which fhall be de 
FRI ' furnifhed to him by the national zuardsof the place of Lis refidence, a guard paid out fh: 
y ti i} of the funds of the civil lift: it fhall never excced 1200 infantry, and 600 horfe. be 
RET The ranks and rules of promotiondhall be the fame as with the troops of the line, 
§ f i i ) but thofe who thal! « mpofe the king's guard, fhall be exch fively promoted among ki 
: 7 at mi themfelvcs only, anJ frail por atta.n to any rank in the line of the army. 
Hh 
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The king thall not chufe the men of his guard but out of thofe who are in adtual 

fervice in the line of the army, or out of the citizens who have ferved for one year 

in the national guards, provided they are refident in the kingdom. ‘The*king’s guard 
‘ 


cannot be ordered for any other public fervice. 
SECTL(tON fl. 


Os the regency. 

I. The king is a minor till the age of eighteen complete ; and during his minority, 
there thall be a regent of the kingdom. 

The regency belongs to the relation of the king, the next in degree according 
to the order of fucceflion to the throne, who has attained the age of twenty-five, pro- 
vided he be a Frenchman, relident in the kingdom, and not prefumptive heir to any 
other crown, and have previoully taken the civic oath. 

Women are excluded from the regency. 

Ill. Ifa minor king has no relation uniting in himfelf the qualifications above 
exprefied, the regent of the kingdom fhail be elected as will be faid in the follow- 
ing articles. 

+s; The legiflative body cannnot ¢ 

. The electors of each diftrict fhall meet at the chief place of the diftri®, ona 

roc sak ution which fhall be iffued in the firlt week of the new reign, by the legifla- 
tive body, if convened; if not, then the minifter of juftice thall be held to iffue this 
re yn in the fame weck. 

Vi. The electors fhall eleX by ballot, and by majority of votes, an eligible citizen, 
refiding within the difirict,to whom they fhall give a {pecial mandate, or authority 
expr fled in the proces verbal of the election, limited to the fole function of electing 
fuch citizen as, in his foul and confcience, he fhall think the melt worthy of being ree 
ent of the kingdom. 

VIL. The mandutaries appointed by the diftrits thall meet at the place where the 
legiflative body fhall hold its fittings, on the fortieth day, at furtheft, from that of 
the acceffion of the minor king to the throne, and there they fhali form the eleQoral 
aflembly, which fhall proced to the nomination of the regent. 

Vill. The election of the regent fhali be by ballot, and by plurality of votes. 

IX. The electoral affembly thall do no other bufinefs but the election, and hall 
feparate as foon as the election fhall be over ; every other act which they might un- 
dertake to do, is declared unconititutional, and of no effect. 

X. The electoral affembly fhall caufe the verbal procels of the election to be pre- 
fented by its prefident to the legiflative body, which, after having afcertained the re- 
gularity of the election, fhall caufe it to be publithed throu ghout the kingdom by a 
pre oclamation 

XI. Vhe regent exercifes till the king’s majority, ali the functions of royalty, and 
is not perfonally refponfible for the acts of his adminiftration. 

Xil. The regent cannot begin the exercife of his functions till after taking to the 
nation, inthe prefence of the leziflative body, an oath “ To be faithful to the nation, 
the law, and the king; to employ all the power dele ad to the king, and of which 
the exercife is confided to him during the minority of the king, to maintain the confti- 
tution decre a by the cooftituent national aflembly in the years 1789, 1790 and 

1791, and to cauie the laws to be ex cented, - 

If the legiflative body is not aflembled, the regent fhall caufe a proclamation to be 
iffued, in which fhall be expreffed this oath, and a promife to repeat it as foon as the 
legiflative body ihall be met. 

Xlll. As long as the regent is not entered on the exercife of his functions, the func- 
tion of laws remains fulpended ; ; the minifters continue to perform, under their re- 
fponiibility, ail the acts of the executive power. 

XIV. As foon asthe regent fhali have taken the oath, the legiflative body thall fix 
his allowance, which fhall not be altered during his regency. 

XV. if by reafon of the minority of the next of kin called to the regency, it fhould 
devolve to a more diftant relation, or thould be conferred by election, the regent who 
fhall have entered upon the regency shall continue his function until the king fhail 
be of full age. 

. XVI. The regency of the kingdom confers no right over the perfon of the minor 
ing r, 


r 
o 


? 


ect the regent. 
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XVII. The care of the minor king fhall be confided to his mother; and if he hag 
no mother, or if the be married ayain at the time of her fom's acceffion to the throne, 
or if the marry again during the minority, the care of him fhall be delegated by the 
leyiil itive bedy. 

For the care of the minor king, ncither the regent, nor his defcendante, nor a wo. 
man, can be chofen. 

XVIII. In cafe of the king’s mental incapacity, notorioufly admitted, legally pro. 
ved, and declared by the legiflative body, after three fucceflive deliberations held 


monthly, there hall be a regency, as long as fuch incapacity continues. 
SECTION Uf, 


Of the royal family. 
I. The prefumptive heir fhall bear the name of prince royal ; I 
He cannot go out of the kingdom, without a decree of the legiflative body, and the 


king’s confent ; c 

If he is gone out of it, and if, after being required by a proclamation of the legiflz. s 
tive body, he does not return to France, he is held to have abdicated the right of fuc . 
cellion to the throne. ’ 


ll. If the prefumptive heir is a minor, the relation, of full age, and next in order to 
the regency, is bound to refide within the kingdom. 

In cafe of his going out of it, and not returning on the requifition of the legiflative 
body, he thail be held to have abdicated his right to the regency. 

Ill. The mother of the minor king, having the care of him, or the guardian ele@, 
if they go out of the kingdom, forfeit their charge : 

If the mother of the prefumptive heir, a minor, go out of the kingdom, the cannot, fi 
even after her return, have the care of her minor fon, become king, but by a decree of 
the legiflative body. 

IV. A law fhall be made to regulate the education of the minor king, and that of 
the minor heir prefumptive. 

V. The members of the royal family, called to the eventual fucceffion to the throne, = 
enjoy the rights of active citizens ; but fhall not be eligible to any office in the nomi- 


nation of the people. de 
Excepting the departments of the miniftry,they may fill offices and employments 

in the difpoial of the king ; neverthelefs they cannot command in chief any fleet or 

army, nor exercife the functions of ambaffadors, unlefs with the confent of the legif- 

lative body, granted on the demand of the king. = 
VI The members of the royal family, called to the eventual fucceffion to the | 

throne, thall add the denomination of French prince (prince Francois) to the name wh 

which fhali have been yiven them in the civil act afcertaining their birth, but that name rul 

fhall not be patronymick, nor found out of any of the qualifications abolifhed by the p 

prefent conttitution, . 
The denomination of prince cannot be given to any other individual, and fhall aot 

confer any privilege, nor any exception to the common law of all the French. : 
Vil, The acts by which the births, marriages, and deaths of french princes fhall be a 

legally afcertained, fhall be prefented to the legiflative body, which thall order them to off 


be depofited in its archives. 
VIII. No real er landed demenfes, (apanage ) thall be granted to the members of the j 
royal family. YI 


The younger fons of the king fhall receive, at the age of twenty-five, or on their d 
marriage, an annuity, the amount ef which fhail be fixed by the legiflative body, and 7 
fhall terminate with the extinction of their male pofterity. 

SECYTIion iV. the 
Of minijlers. I 

I. To the king alone belongs the choice and revocation of minifters. rig! 

II. ‘The members of the prefent national aflembly, and of future legiflatures, the lay 
members of the court of errors, and thofe who fhall ferve on the high jury, cannot be 18 0 
promoted to the miniitry, nor receive any place, gift, penfion, falary, or commiffion, 1 
from the executive power, or the agent thereof, during the continuance of their func flan 
tions, nor for two. years after they fhail have ceafed to exercife them _{t will be the {por 
fame with thofe who are enrolled on the lift of the high jury, fo long as they fhall con- i 
tinue fo enrolled. -s 

agg 
i 
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Ill. No one can enter upon the exercife of any employment, either in the offices of 
the miniftry, er in thofe of the adminiftration of the public revenues, nor, in general, 
any employment in the gift of the executive power, without prev.oufly taking the 
civic oath, or proving that Ae has taken it. 

IV. No order of the king can be executed, if it be not figned by hifm, and counter- 
figned by the minifter or comptroller of the department. 

V. Vhe miniflers are refponfible for all the offences committed by thgm againf the 
national fafety and the conttitution—for every attack on individual property and lib- 
erty—for every abufe of the money allotted for the expences of their department. 

VI. In no cafe can the written or verbal ocder of a king fhelter a miaifter from 
refponfibility. 

VII. The minifters are bound to prefent every year to the legiflative body, at the 
opening of the feflion, the amount of the expences of their department, to give an 


i 
account of the employment of the fums deftined for that purpole, aa 1 to mention the 
abufes which may have crept into the different parts oi the government. 

VILI. No minifter, in or out of place, can be criminally profecuted for any tranf- 
ation of his adminiftration, without a decree of the legiflative body. 

CHAPTER wi. 
Of the exercife of the legiflative sewer. 
SECTION F 
Powers and funéions of the legiflative national affembly, 

I. THE conftitution delegates exclufively to the legillative body, the powers and 
functions following :— 

1. To propofe and decree laws : the king can only invite the legiflative body to 
take an wbject into confideration. 

2. Yo fix the public expences. 

3. To efablith the public contributions, to determine the nature of them, the a- 
mourt of each fort, and the mode of coliection. 

4. To make the diltribution of them among the feveral departments of the king- 
dom, te watch over the application, and to demand an account thereof, 

5. To decree the creation or fuppreflion of public offices. 

6. To determine the quality, the impreffion, and the deno mination of money. 

7. To permit or prohibjt the introtuction of foreiga troops into the French terri 
tories, and of foreign naval forces into the ports of the kingdom. 

8. To vote annually, on the king’s prop: fition, the number of men and 





which the fea and land forces fhall be compofed, the pay and number of each rank, the 
rules of admiffion and promotion, the forms of enrolment and difcharge, the forma- 
tion of naval equipments, the admiflion of foreign troops or naval forces into the 


French fervice, and the penfions to troops on being difbande 

9. To regulate the adminiftration, and the alienation, of the national domain 

10. To profecute, before the high national court, the minifters and principal agents 
of the executive power, on their refponfibility ; : 

To accufe and profecute before the fame court, thofe who fhall be charged with any 
offence or confpiracy againft the general fafety of the flate, or the conilitution. 


11. To eftablith the rules according to which marks of honor, or de 
ly perfonal, fhall be granted to thofe who have done fervice to the fkate. 

12. The legiflative body has the fole right of decreeing pefthumous honors to the 
memory of great men. 


rations, nierc- 


If. War cannot be refolved on but by a decree of the national affembly, paffed on 
the formal and neceilary propofition of the king, and fanelioned by him. 
In cafe of hoftilities, imminent or commenced, of an ally to be fuppported, ora 


right to be maintained by force of arms,the king fhall give notice thereot without de- 
lay to the legiflative body, with an explanation of the reafons: If the legillative body 
is not fitting. the king fhall fummon them imme : 

If the legiflative body decide that war ought not to be made, the king fhall in- 
ftantly take meafures to prevent and put a {lop to hollilities, the minilters being re- 
fpontible for all delays : 

if the legiflative body find, that the hoflilities commenced are a culpable aggreffion, 
on the part of minifters, or any other agent of the executive power, the author of 
aggreflion fhail be profecuted criminally. 


November, 1791. Zz 
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During the whole courfe of war, the legiflative body may require the king to ne. 
grociate peace, and the king is bound to yield to this requifition : 

On the immediate conclufion of war, the legiflative body thail fix the time within 
which the troops, levied above the peace-eftablithment, fall be difcharged, and the 
army reduced to its ordinary eftablifhment. 

III, It belongs to the legiflative body to ratify treaties of peace, alliance, and com. 
merce—and no treaty fhall have cfle& but by this ratification. 

IV. The legiflative bedy has the right of determining the place of its fittings, of 
continuing them as long as it fhall chink neceflary, and of adjourning : At the com. 
mencement of each reign, if it is not fitting, it thall be bound to meet withouy 
delay. 

It has the right of police in the place of its fitting, and to fuch extent around it, a 
fhall be determined : 

It haethe right of diferpline over its members—but it ean pronounce no heavier 
punifhment than cenfure, arreft for eight days, or imprifomment for three : 

It has the right of difpofing, for its fafety, and the refpeét that is due to it, of the 
forces, which fhall be eftablhifhed by its confent, in the city where it thall hold izg 
fitcings. : 

V. The executive power cannot march, quarter or ftation, any troops of the line, 
within thirty-thoufand toifes of the legiflative body, except on the requifition, or by 


the authority of that body. 
SECTION U. 


Holding of the fittings, and form of deliberating, 

I. The deliberations of the legiflative body thall be public, and the minutes of the 
fittings thall be printed. 

Il. The legiflative body may, however, on any occafion, form itfelf into a general 
committee : 

Fifty members fhall have a right to demand it ; 

During the continuance of the general committee, the affiftants fhall retire, the 
chair of the prefident thall be vacant, order fhall be maintained by the vice-preii- 
dent. 

Ill. No legiflative a& can be debated and decreed, except in the following 
iorm : 

iV. The plan of a decree fhall be read thrice, at three intervals, the fhorteft of which 
cannot be lefs than eight days. 

V. The difeuflion fhail be open after every reading ; neverthelefs, after the firk or 
fecond reading, the legiflative body may declare that there is reafon for adjournment, 
or that there is no roem for deliberation—In this aft cafe, the plan of the decree may 
be introduced again in the fame feflion : every plan or draught of a decree hhall be 
printed and diliributed, before it can be read a fecond time. 

Vi. After the third reading, the prefident thall he bound to propofe to their delibe- 
ration, and the legiflative body fhall decide, whether they are prepared to pafs a defin- 
ive decree, or would rather chufe to poftpone their decifion, in order to collect more 
ample information on the fubjed. 

VII. The legillative body cannot deliberate, if the fitting do not confift of at leat 
a00 members; and no decree fhail be made, except by the abfolute majority of votes: 

VIII. No plan of alaw, which, after having been fubmitted to difcuffien, hall have 
been rejected after the third reading, can again be introduced the fame feflion : 

IX. Phe preamble of every definitive deecree fhall announce, rft. The dates of 
thofe three fittings, at which the plan of the decree fhall have been read ; 2d. The 
decree by which it fhall have been determined, after the third reading, to decide 
definitively thereon : 

X. The king thall refufe his fan@ion to all decrees, the preamble of which fhall not 
attelt the obfervance of the above forms; if any of thofe decrees be fanctioned, the 
mninifters fhall neither affix the feal to it, nor promulgate it, and their refponfibility, 
in this refpect, fhall continue fix years: 

XL. Excepting from thefe regulations. decrees recognized, and declared urgent, by & 
previous deliberation of the lcyiilative body; but they may be modified or revoked, 
in the courfe of the fame feflion. ‘The decree whereby the fubje& thall have been 
declared to be urgent, shall exprefs the reafons thereof, and mention fhall be mace 
of this previous decree, in the preamble of the definitive decree. 
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SECTION It, 
Of the royal fan€ion. 

I. The decrees of the legiflative body are to be prefented to the king, who may re- 
fufe them his affent. 

II. In the cafe of a refufal of the royal affent, that refufal is only fufpenfive.— 
When the two following legiflatures thai fucceflively prefent the fame deeree,in the 
fame terms in which it was originally conceived, the king fhall be deemed to have 
given his fanction. 

II, The affent of the king fhall be expreffed on each decree, by the following for- 
mula, figned by the king : “ The hing confents, and will caufe it to be execute ~~ 

The fufpenfive refulal is to be thus exprefled : “ The hing will examine.” 

IV. The king is bound to exprefs his alent or refufal to each decree, within twe 
months after it fhall have been prefented. 

V. Ne decree to which the king has refufed his affent, can be prefented to him by 
the fame legiflature. 

VI. The decrees fanéioned by the king, and thofe which have been prefented to 
him by three fucceflive legiflatures, alone have the force,and bear the name and ti- 
tle of Jaws ; ¢ 

VII. Thofe acts, however, of the legiflative body, thall be executed as laws, with- 
out requiring the king’s fanction, which relate to its conftitution, asa deliberating 
afiembly : 

Its interior police, and that which it may exercife within the exterior boundary 
which it fhall have determined ; 

The verification of the powers of the members prefent ; 

The injunctions to abfent members ; 

The convocation of the primary aflemblies in cafe of delay ; 

The exercife of conftitutional fuperintendance over the adminiftrators ; 

Queftions of elegibility on the validity of elections ; 

Exempting likewife from fanction, a%s relative to the refponfibility of minifters; 
and all decrees importing that there is ground of accufation. 

VILL. The decrees of the legiflative body concerning the eftablifhment, the continu- 
ation, and the collegtion of public centributions, thal! be denominated and intituled 
laws. They thall be publifhed and executed without requiring the king’s fanction, 
except as to fuch parts thereof as might infli& other penaltics than pecuniary fines- 

Thofe decrees cannot be ena&ed, without obferving the forms prefcribed by the 
ath, sth, 6th, 7th, 8th, and gth articles of the fecond fection of this chapter, and the 
legiflative body cannot infert any thing therein foreign to their objec. 

SECTION Iv. 
Conne@ion of the legiflative body with the king. 

I. When the legiflative body is definitively conitituted, it fhall fend 9 deputation to 
inform the king. The king may every year open the feffion, and propofe the objects, 
which, during its continuance, he thinks ought to be taken into confideration; this 
a. however, is not to be confidered as neceffary to the activity of the legiflative 

ody. 

Il. When the legiflative body withes to adjourn longer than fifteen days, it is bound 
to inform the king, by a deputation, at lealt eight days previous to the adjourn- 
ment. 

Ill, Eight days, at leaft, before the end of cach feffion, the legiflative body fhall 
fend a deputation to the king, to announce to him the day on which it propofes to 
terminate its fittings : the king may come in order to clofe the feflion. 

IV. If the king find it of importance to the welfare of the ftate, that the feflion be 
continued, or that the adjournment be put off, or take place only for a fhort time, he 
ay fend a meflage to this effe&,on which the legiflative body is bound to deli- 

erate. 

V. The king fhall convoke the legiflative body, during the interval of its feffion, as 
often as the intereft of the ftate fhall appear to him to require it, as well as in thofe 
cafes which the legiflative body fhall have forefeen and determined, previous to their 
adjournment, 

Vi. Whenever the king thall repair to the place of meeting of the legiflative body, 
he fhall be received, and condu@ed back, by a deputation ; he cannot be ac compsnied 
into the inper part of the hall, by any except the prince roya! and minilters. 
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VII. The prefident can in mo cafe form part of a deputation. 

Vill. The legiflative body fhall ceafe to be a deliberating body, whilft the king 
fhall be prefent. 

IX. ‘Lhe acts of correfpondence of the king with the legiflative body, fhall be al. 
ways counterfigned by a miniiter. 

X. The minifters of the king thall have admiffion into the legiflative national af. 
fembly—they fhall have a particular place; they fhall be heard on fubjedts relative to 
their adminiftration, and as often as they fhall be called upon to give explanations, 
“Lhcy thali be likewife heard on fubjeets foreign to their adminillration, when the na. 
tional aflembly fhali think proper to give them leave to fpeak. 

CHAPTER YW. 
Of the exercife of the exctutive power. 

I. The fupreme executive power refides exclulively in the hands of the king ; 

The king is the fupreme head of the general adminiftration of the kingdom ; the 
care of watching over the maintenance of public order and tranquility is entrulted to 
him : 

‘The king is the fupreme head of the land and fea forces : 

To the king is delegated the care of watching over the exterior fecurity of the 
kingdom, and of maintaining its rights and pofleflions. 

if. The king appoints ambaffadors, and the other agents of political negocia 
tions t 

He beftowsthe command of armies and flects, and the ranks of marthal of France 
apd admiral; 

He appoints two-thirds of the rear-admirals, one half of the licutenant-generals, 
field-marthals, /major-general) captains of fhips, and colonels of the national gendar. 
meric ; 

He appoints a third of the colonels and lieutenant-colonels, and a fixth of the 
lieutenants of thips: 

The whole in conformity to the laws refpeCting promotion. 

He appoints, in the civil adminiftration of the marine, the direXors, the comptrol- 
Jers, the treafurers of the arfenals, the matters of the works,the under-mafters of civil 
buildings, half of the mafters of adminiftration, and of the under-mafters of con- 
ftruction ; 

He appoints the commiflioners to the tribunals ; 

He appoints the commiflioners of the national treafury, and the fuperintendants 
in chief of the management of indireét contributions; 

He fuperintends the coinage of money, and appoints the officers intrufted with this 
fuperintendance in the general commiflion and the mints. 

The effigy of the king is {truck on all the coinage of the kingdom. 

Il. The king orders letters patent, brevets, and commiflions,to be delivered toall 
the public officers that ought tu receive them. 

IV. The king orders a lift of penfions and gratifications to be made out, for the 
purpofe of being prefentedto the legiflative body cach feflion,and decreed, if ne- 
ceflary. 

SECTION I. 
Of the promulgation of larws. 

I. The executive power isentruited with ordering the fea) of ftate to be put to laws, 
and cauling themto be promulgated. ‘The executive power is likewife bound to caufe 
tobe publithed and executed, thofe acts of the legiflative hody, which do not require 
the king’s fanGion. 

II. ‘i wo originals of each law fhall be made, both figned by the king, counter-fign- 
ed by the miniiter of juflice, and fealed with the feal of ftate. 

‘The one thall he depofited in the archives of the feal, and the other fhall be fent to 
the archives of the legiflative body. 

i1!. The promulgation of laws hall be in thefe terms: 

“ N. (the king’s mame) by the grace of God, and the conftitutienal law of the 
fate, king of the French, to all prefent and to come, greeting. The national affem- 
bly has decreed, and we will and ordain as follows: 
[Here a literal copy of the decree fhall be inferted, without any variation-] 

“We command and ordain to all adminiftrative bodies and «vurts of juftice, to 
caule thefe prefenits to be tranfcribed on their regifters, read, publifhed, and pefted 
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up io their departments, and refpedtive jurifdictions, and executed as a law of the 
realm ; In witnefs of which we have figned thefe prefents, to which we have caufed 
the feal of the ftate to be affixed.”’ 

IV. Lf the king isa minor, laws, proclamations, and other acts proceeding from the 
royal authority during the regency, fhall be conceived in thefe terms : 

“N, (the name of the regent) regent of the kingdom, in the name of N. (the 
king’s name) by the grace of God, and the conftitutional law of the fate, king of the 


French, &c.”’ 

V. The executive power is bound to fend the laws to the adminiftrative bodies, and 
courts of juitice, to ice that they are fo fent, and to anfwer for it to the legiflacive 
body. 

VI. The executive power cannot make any law, not even provifional, but merely 
proclamations, conformable to the laws, to ordain or enforce their execution. 


SECTION If. 
Of the internal adminiftration. 

I. There is in each department a fuperior adminiftration, and in each diftri a 
fubordinate adminiftration. 

Il. The adminiftrators have no character of reprefemtation : 

They are agents chofen for a time by the people, to exercife, under their fuperin- 
tendance, and the authority of the law, the admuniftrative functions. 

Ill. They cannot intermeddle in the exercife of the legiflative power, nor fufpend 
the execution of the laws, nor can they aflume any authority over judicial proceed- 
ings, or over military difpofitions and operations. 

IV. The adminiftrators are eflentially charged with the repartition of direct taxes, 
and fuperintending the appropriation of the monies arifing from al] the contributions 
and public revenues within their territory. It belongs to the legiflative power to 
eftablifh the rules and method of their funions, as well refpecling the objects above 
mentioned, as every other part of internal adminiftration. 

V. The king has the right of annulling fuch aéts of the adminiftrators of depart- 
ments, as are coritrary to the law, or the orders tranfmitted to them : 

He may, in cafe of obftinate difobedience, or of their endangering, by their ads, 
the fafety or peace of the public, fulpend them from their functions. 

VI. The adminiftrators of departments have alfo the right of annulling the ac of 
fub-adminiftrators of diftri€ts, contrary to the laws or refolves of adminiftrators of de- 
partments, or to the orders which the latter fhall have given ortranfmitted. Fhey 
may likewife, in cafe of an obftinate difobedience on the part of the fub-adminiftra- 
tors, or if the latter endanger, by their acts, the public fafety or tranquility, fufpend 
them from their fundtions, with the referve of informing the king, who may remove 
or confirm the fufpention. 

VII. The king, if the adminiftrators of departments fhall not ufe the power which is 
delegated to them in the above article, may directly aanul the adts of fub-adminiftra- 
tors, and fufpend them in the fame cafes. 

VIII, Whenever the king thall pronounce or confirm the fufpenfion of adminiftra- 
tors, or fub-adminiftrators, he fhall inform the legiflative body thereof. 

This body may either remove or confirm the fufpenfion, or even diffolve the cul- 
pable adminiftration ; and, if there is ground, remit all the adminittrators, or fome of 
them, go the criminal tribunals, or iffuc againft them a decree of accufation. 


SECTION It, 
Of external connections. 

J. The king alone can interfere in foreign political conne&ions, condu& negocia- 
tions, make preparations of war proportioned to thofe of the neighbouring ftates, dif- 
tribute the land and fea forces as he fhall jndge moft fuitable, and regulate their di- 
rection in cafe of war. 

It. Every declaration of war fhall be made in thefe terms--- By the hing of the French, 
in the mame of the nation. 

Ill. It belongs to the king to agree upon, and fign, with all foreign powers, all 
treaties of peace, alliance, and commerce, and other conventions, which he fhall judge 


pany for the welfare of the itate, faving the ratification of the legiflative 
ly. 
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CHAPTER V. 
Of the judicial power. 

I. The judicial power can in no cafe be exercifed either by the legiflative body or 
the king. 

il. Jultice thall be gratuitoufly rendered, hy judges chefen for a time by the peo. 
ple, initituted by letters patent of the king, who cannot refufe the fame ; and who 
cannot be depofed, except on a forfeiture duly judged; or fufpended, except on an ac. 
eufation admitted. The public accufer fhall be named by the people. 

Ill. The tribunals cannot either interfere in the exercife of the legiflative Power 
or fulpend the execution of the laws, or undertake the adminiftrative functions, or cits 
before them the adminiftrators on account of their functions. 

IV. No citizens can be withdrawn from the judges whom the law affigns to them 
by any commiffion, or by any other attributions or evocations than thofe which are de. 
termined by the laws. 

V. The right of the citizens definitively to decide their conteftations, by way of 
arbitration, cannot be infringed by any a@ of the legiflative body, 

VI. The ordinary tribuuais thall not receive any civil a&ion, unlefs it be proved to 
them that the parties have appeared, or that the plaintiff has cited his adverfe party 
before mediators, to effe& a reconciliation. 

VII. There fhall be one or more judges of peace in the cantons and in the cities 
The number hall be determined by the Jegiflative power. 

VIII. tt belongs to the legiflative power to regulate the diftrits of tribunals, and 
the number of judges of which each tribunal fhall be compofed. 

IX. In criminal matters, no citizen can be judged, except on an accufation received 
by jurors, or decreed by the legislative body, in the cafes in which it belongs to it te 
profecute the accufations : 

After the accufation fhall be admitted, the fa& thall be examined, and declared by 
the jurors : 

The party accufed thall have the privilege of reje&ing twenty ; 

The jurors who declare the fa@, thall not be fewer than twelve ; 

The application of the law thall be made by judges. 

The procefs fhall be public; and the accufed cannot be denied the affiftance of 
eounfel : 

No man acquitted by a legal jury, can be apprehended or accufed again on account 
of the fame fad. 

X. No man can be arrefted, but to be conducted before the police officer ; and no 
one can be arrefted or detained, but by virtue of a warrant of the officers of the police, 
an order ef caption from a tribunal, a decree of accufation from the legislative body, 
in cafes where it is competent to accufe, or a judgment of imprifonment, or correction- 
al confinement. 

XI. Every man arrefted and brought before the officer of the police, fhall be es- 
amined immediately, or at furtheft in twenty-four hours. 

If it appears from the examination, that there was no ground of accufation againt 
him, he thall be immediately fet at liberty; or ifthere is caufe to fend him to the 
heufe of arreft, he thall be carried thither within the fhorteft delay, which can in no 
cafe exceed three days. 

XII. No perfon arrefted can be detained if he give fufficient bail, in all cafes bail- 
able by law. 

XIU. No man, in cafes where his detention is legal, can be carried to or detained 
in any place, but thofe which are legally and publicly defignated as houles of arrett, 
houfes of juftice, or prifons. 

XIV. No keeper or gaoler can receive or detain any man but by virtue of a war- 
rant, order of caption, decree of accufation, or judgment mentioned in the roth at 
ticle next preceding, nor without he tranfcribe the fame on his regifter. 

XV. Every keeper or gavler is bound, (and no order whatever can excufe him 
therefrom) to produce the perfon ef the prifoner to the civil officer entrufted with 
the police of the houfe of confinement, whenever he fhall be by him thereto re 

uired. 

. The producing of the perfon of the prifoner, cannot even be refufed to his relations 
and friends, bearers of an order from the civil officer, who thall always be bound to 
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grant it, unlefs the keeper or gaoler fhall thew him an order of the judge, tranfcribed 
on his regifter, to keep him from all communication. 

XVI, Every man, whatever may be his office or employment, other than thofe to 
whom the law gives the power of arrefling, who fhall give, fign, execute, or caufe to 
be executed, the erder of arrefting a citizen, or whoever, even in cafes of lawful ar- 
reftation, fhall conduct, receive, or detain a citizen, in a place of confinement not 
publicly and legally defignated, and every keeper or gaoler who fhall ac contrary to 
the 14th and Isth articlesmext preceeding, fhall be guilty of the crime of arbitrary 
im prifonment. 

XVII. No man can be enquired of, or profecuted, on account of writings which he 
fhati have caufed to be printed or publifhed, on any fubjeét whatfoever, unlefs he has 
wilfully encouraged difobedience to the laws, the reviling of the eftablifhed powers, 
refiftance to their acts, or fome action declared by law to be a crime or mifde- 
meanor. 

It is lawful to cenfure the acts of the eftablifhed powers ; but voluntary calumnies 
againft the probity of public officers, and the uprightnefs of their intentions in the 
exercife of their functions, may be profecuted by thofe who are the objeéts there= 
of. 

Calumnies and abufe againft any perfon whatfover, refpecting their private life, 
fhall be punifhed on their profecution 

XVIII. No one can be condemned, either civilly or criminally, on account of wri- 
tings printed or publifhed, unlefs it has been found and declared by a jury; rf, That 
the writing in queftion iscriminal ; 2d, That the defendant is guilty of the crime. 

XIX. For the whole kingdom there fhall be one tribunal of errors, eftablithed near 
the legiflative body. — Its functions fhall be to pronounce, 

On applications to quath judgments rendered by the tribunals in the laf refort; 

On applications to refer caufes from one tribunal to another, on lawful grounds of 
fufpicion ; 

On queftions refpeSing jurifdiion or cognizance, and fuits brought again 
whole tribunal, for illegal or corrupt judgment. 

XX. The tribunal of errors can never determine on the merits of a cafe ; but, after 
annulling a judgment in a procefs, in which the forms have been violated, or which 
fhall contain an exprefs contravention of law, it fhall refer the merits of the cafe to 
the tribunal that ought to take cognizance of them. 

XXI. Wher, after two reverfals, the judgment of the third tribunal thall be 
queftioned, in the fame way as that of the former two, the cafe fhall not be carried 
again to the tribunal of errors, without being firlt fubmitted to the legiflative body, 
which fhail pafs a decree declaratory of the law, to which the tribunal of appeal thall 
be bound to conform. 

XXII. The tribunal of errors fhall be bound to fend every year to the bar of the 
legiflative body, a deputation of eight of its members, to prefent a ftatement of the 
judgments given, with an abftra& of the cafe annexed to cach, and the text of the 
law which was the ground of the decifion. 

XXII[I. A high national court, compofed of members of the tribunal of errors and 
high jurymen, fhall have cognizance of the crimes of minuifters and principal agents 
of the executive power, and of crimes againf{ the general fafety of the fate, when 
the legiflative body thali have iffued a decree of accufation. 

They fhall net convene but on the proclamation of the legiflative body, and at the 
diftance of 30,000 tei/es at leaft from the place where the legiflature fhall hold its 
feffions. 

XXIV. The orders iffued for executing the judgments of the tribunals fhall be con- 
ceived in thefe terms : 

“N, (the name of the king) by the grace of God, and by the conftitutional law 
of the ftate, king of the French, to ali prefent and to come, greeting : the tribunal 
of ———— has pafled the following judgment +” 

( Here foall follow a copy of the judgment.) 

“ We charge and enjoin all officers, upon the prefent demand, to put the fame 
judgment intoexecution, to our commiffioners of the tribunals to enforce the fame, 
and to all the commanders and officers of the public force to he affifting with their 
force, when it fhali be legally required : In witnefs of which, the prefent judgment 
has been fealed and figned by the prefident of the tribunal, and by the regifter.” 
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XXV. The function of the king’s commiffioners in the tribunals, thall be, to re. 
quire the obfervance of the Jaws in the judgment to be given, and to caufe ie t 
be executed after they are paffed : ? 

They fhail not be public accufers; but they fhall be heard on all occafions, and thai) 
require, during fuch procefs, regularity of forms, and, before judgment, the application 
of the law. 

XXVI. The king’s commiffioners in the tribunals thall prefent to the dire@or of the 
jury, either officially or according to orders given them by the king : 

Offences againit the individual liberty of citizens, againft the free circulation of pro- 
vifions, and the collection of contributions ; 

Offences by which the execution of orders given by the king, in the exercife of the 
functions delegated to him, fhall be difturbed or impeded ; offences againft the law 
of nations, and oppofition to the execution of judgments, or of any executive aQ pro- 
ceeding from eftabiifhed powers. 

XXVII. The minitter of juftice fhall prefent to the tribunal of errors, through the 
king’s commiflioner, fuch ads in which the judges fhall have exceeded their jurifdic. 
tion : 

The tribunal] fhall annul thofe acts, and if they give ground for forfeiture, the faa 
fhall be reprefented to the legiflative body, which fhall iflue a decree of accufation, 
and refer the parties informed againft to the high national court. 

H°E A DIV. 
Of the public force. 

I. The public force is inftituted to defend the ftate againft external enemies; and 
to maintain internal order, and the execution of the laws. 

II. Ic is compofed of the land and fea forces; of the troops fpecially deftined for 
home fervice ; and, fubfidiarily, of the ative citizens, and their children of age to 
bear arms, regiftered in the roll of national guards. 

Il]. The national guards do not form a military body, or an inftitution in the flate; 
they are the citizens themfelves called to aflift the public force. 

IV. The citizens can never embody themfelves, or ac as national guards, but’ by 
virtue of a requifition, ora legal authority. 

V. They are fubject, in this quality, to an organization, to be determined by the 
law : 

They hall be diflinguithed, in the whole kingdom, by only one form of difcipline, 
and one uniform: 

DiftinGions of rank and fubordination fubfift only relatively to the fervice, and dur- 
ing its continuance. 

VI. Officers are chofen for a time, and cannot again be chofen, till after a certain 
interval of fervice as privates. 

None fhall command the national guard ef more than one diftrié. 

Vil. All the parts of the public force, employed for the fafety of the fate from fo- 
reign enemies, are under the command of the king. 

VIII. No body or detachment of troops of the line can atin the internal part of 
the kingdom, without a legal requifition. 

IX. No ayent of the public force can enter the houfe of a citizen, unlefs for the ex- 
ecution of legal orders of the courts or of the police, or in cafes formally provided for 
by the law 

X. The requifition of the public force, in the internal part of the kingdom, belongs 
to the civil officers, according to the regulations provided by the legiflative power. 

XI. When any department is in a fiate of commotion, the king fhall iffue, fubjeé 
to the refponfibility of minifters, the neceflary orders for the execution of laws, and 
the re-eftablifhment of order; but with the referve of informing the legiflative body, 
if it is aflembled, and of convoking it, if it be not fitting. 

XI. The public force is eflentially obedient—no armed body can deliberate. 

XIII. The land and fea forces, and the troops defined for internal fafety, are fub- 
je@ to particular laws, as well for the prefervation of difcipline, as refpeciing the 
mode ol trial, and the nature of the penalties, in cafe of military offences, 
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H.E A D V, 
Of public contributions. 

1. Public contributions fhall be debated and fixed every year by the legiflative bo- 
dy; and cannot continue in ferce longer than the laft day of the following feflion, if 
they are not exprefsly renewed. 

The funds neceflary to the difcharge of the national debt, and the payment of 
the civil litt, can under no pretext be refuled er fulpended. 

The falary of the minifters of the catholic worlhip, who are pesfioned, continued, 
elected, or nominated, by virtue of the decrees of the conitituent national aflenrbly, 
conftitutes a part of the national debt. 

The legiflative body cannot, in any cafe, charge the nation with the payment of the 
debts of any individual. 

ill. Particular flatements of the expenditures of the minifterial departments, fign- 
edand certified by the miniftets or heads of departments, fhall be printed and publith- 
ed at the beginning of cach feflion of the legiflature. 

It thall be the fame with the ftatements of the receipts of the feveral contributions, 
and of all the public revenues. 

The feveral ftatements of thefe receipts and expenditures fhall be diftinguifhed ac- 
cording to tenor thereof, and fhall exprefs the fums received and expended, year by 
year, in each diftrict. 

The particular expenditures of each department, and-thofe that relate to the tribu- 
nals, adminiftrative bodies, and other eftablifhments, fhall be publifhed in like manner. 

Y. The adminifirators of departments, and fub-adminiftrators, can néither eita- 
biifh any public contribution, nor make any diftribution beyond the time and the fums 
fixed by the legiflative body, nor deliberate, or permit, without being authorifed by 
it, any local loan to be charged to the citizens of the department. 

V. The executive power directs and fuperintends the colleétion and paying in of 
contributions, and gives the neceflary orders to this effect. 

H EAD VI, 
Of the connexion of the French nation with foreigu nations. 

The French nation renoynces the undertaking of any war with a view of making 
conquelts, and will never employ its forces againtt the liberty of any people. 

The conititution no longer admits the Droit @’ Audaine. 

Foreigners, whether fettled in France or not, inherit the property of their kindred, 
whether foreigners or Frenchmen, They can contract, acquire, and receive proper- 
ty in France, and difpofe of it as well as any citizen, in every mode authorifed by the 
law. 

Foreigners in France are fubje& to the fame criminal laws and regulations of pe- 
lice as French citizens (faving the conventions entered into with foreign powers) their 
perfons, effects, induftry, and religion, are equally protected by the law. 

m EAD VU, 
Of the revilion of the con/litntional decrees. 
I. The conftituent national affembly declares, that } the nation has the unalier nable 


ight of altering its conftitution, neverthelefs, confidering that it is better for the cen- 
a intereft to exercife, by means only derived from the conititution itfelf, A power 
of referming fuch articles as experience might prove to be miconvenient, the aflembly 


decrees, that it fhall be done by an aflembly of revifion in the follewing form : 

Il. When three following legiflatures fhall have exprefled an uniform with for the 
altering of fome conftitutional articles, there fhall be ground for the wihed for revi- 
on. 

Ill. It fhall not be in the power of the next legiflature, nor of that which fhall fol. 
low it, ta propofe the reformation of any conftitutional article. 

IV. Ofthe three legiflatures, which may hereafter propofe alterations, the two for- 
mer fhall not take that object into confideration but in the two lat months of their 
feflidn, and the third at the end of its fir annual feflion, or at the begianing of the 
lecond. 

‘| heir deliberations on this fubject fhall be fubmitted to the fame form as legifa- 
tive acts, but the decrees by which they fhall have eapreiled their wiih fhall ner ¢ 
guire the royal fan&ion. 


November, 1791. Aaa 
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V. The fourth legiflature, increafed by 249 members elected in each department, 
being double the ufual numbers according to the ratio of population, thall compofe the 
aflembly of revifion. Py 

Thofe 249 members thall be elefted after the termination of the elefion of mem- 
bers to the legiflative body, and there fhall be made a feparate prove/? werbal thereof. 

The affembly of revifion shall confift of ome houfe only. 

VI. The members of the third legiflature, which fhall have been called for the a. 
mendments, cannot be elected to the aflembly of revifion. 

Vil. The members of the aflembly of fevifion, after having pronounced, a}l toge- 
ther, the oath, “ To live free or die,” thall individually take the oath, “ To confine 
themfelves to the objets which thall have been fubmitted to them by the uniform 
with of the three preceding legiflatures ; and further to maintain, to the utmok of 
their power, the conftitution of the kingdom, decreed by the conftituent national af- 
fembly, in the years 1789, 1790, and 1791, and to be faithful, in every thing, to the 
pation, the law, and the king.” 

VII. The aflembly of revifion thall be bound te take immediately afterwards in- 
to confideration, the objects which fhall have been fubmitted to them, and as foon as , 
their labours fhall be completed, the 249 members, added to their number, fhall with- 
draw, without taking a part in any legiflative a&. 








The French colonies and poffeflions in Afia, Africa, and America, although they 
conftitute a part of the French empire, are not included in the prefent conftitution. 








None of the powers inftituted by the conftitution, have a right to alter it in whole 
orin part, except fuch alterations as may be made by the method of revifion, agreca- 
bly to the above 7th article. 

The conftituent national aflembly conimits this depofit to the fidelity of the legif- 
lative body, of the king, and of the judges, to the vigilanee of fathers of families, to 
wives and mothers,to the affection of young citizens, and to the courage of all French- 
mica. 





The decrees iffued by the conftituent national affembly, which are not included in 
the conftitutional a&, thall be executed as laws, and {uch former laws as it has not 
repealed, fhall be in like manner obferved, while they fhall not have been repealed or 
altered by the legiilative power, 


(Signed) VER WNIER, Prefident. 


Pougeard, Couppe, Mailiy Chateaurenaud, Chaillon, Aubry, Bifop of the 
Department of the Meife, and Darche, Secretaries, x, 





September 3d, 1791. 

The national affembly after reading of the above conftitutional a&, and after hav- 
ing approved thereof, declares, that the conttitution is completed, and they cannot al- 
ter any part thereof. 

There thall be appointed immediately a deputation of 60 members, to prefent this 
day, the conititutional act to the king. 


(Signed) VERNIER, Prefident. 


Pougear'!, Couppe, Mailly Chateaurenaud, Chaillon, Aubry, Bifeep of te. 


Depariment of the Meuje,and Darche, Secretaries. 
Conformable to the copy printed at Paris, the sth Sept. 1791, andfigned, 
BAUDOUIN. 
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The CHRONICLE. 


FH? G&A DE lh tea 
Richard Harrifon, merchant, of Alexandria in Virginia, is appointed auditor ef 
the treafury of the united fates; vice, Oliver Wolcott, junr sppeinted comptroller. 








MARRIAGES SG 

New-Hampsumire. John S, Sherburne, Efq to Mifs Submit Boyd. 

Massacuusetrs, At Bofon, Thomas Wiliams Efq. to Mifs Elizabeth Macar- 
thy ; Mr. Nathaniel Emmons to Mifs Sukey Hitchins; capt. Danie. Read to Mifs 
Either Foltz ; capt. Michael Homer to Mifs Betfey Rea. 

Connecticur. At Litchfeld, the rev. Thomas Marth, of New-Milford, to Mifs 
Clarifla Seymour; Mr. James Mattocks ( Vérmont ) to Mifs Abigaii Tay or. At New- 
London, Mr. Edward Danforth, of Hertford, co Mifs Jerufia Mole y. At Hartferd, 
Mr. Ely Blifs to Mifs Hannah Bradley, of Bofon. At Wefifeld, capt. A. Forward, 
aged 84 years,to Mrs. ‘Tabitha Moore, aged 74. 

PENNSYLVANIA. At Philadelphia, Mr. Solomon Etting, of Ba'timore, to Mifs 
Rachael Gratz; Mr. Frederick Montmollin to Mifs H. Phile; Mr. Thomas Jac- 
quet to Mits Polly Pfeiffer; Mr- Benjamin Franklin Bache to Mifs Margaret H. 
Markee; Nathaniel Mitchell, Efq. of Delaware ftate, to Mifs Hannah Morris, of 
Philadelphia county. At Yoré4, James Ke'ly, Efq; to Mifs Eliza Smith. At Frante 
ford, Mr. Jefle Edwardsto Mifs Sarah Kenton. At Carl:fe, Mr. Jacob Walters, of 
Chamber/burgh, to Mifs Patty Stuart. Mr. William Waliacc, of Curie, to Mifs Jane 
Gray, of Northumberland 

Decaware, At Dacke-creek, Mr. James Allen to Mifs Eliza Hyland. 

MaryLanD. At Aadapolis, Daniel Delozier, Efq. to Mils Higiabotham. At 
Eaften, Mr. James Price to Mifs Beticy Trippe. 

Vincinta. At Alexandria, Richard Harrifon, Efq. to Mifs Nancy Craik. In Faw 
guier county, Mr John Shaw, aged 19, to Mrs Mary Hitt, aged 55. At Dumfries, Mr. 
George G. Tyler to Mifs Cecilia Campbell ; major Valentine Pierce to Milfs E’eanor 
Orr. 

SeuTH-Carotina. At Charlefon, Mr. William Scott to Mifs Rebecca Ham; 
Samuel Wigfall Efq. to Mifs Wigfai!; Dr. A'exander Garden to Mifs Leicine; Mr, 
Jofcph Zealy to Mils Ann C. Eany ; Mr. John Duval to Mifs Martha Addifon. 

Pt hh & FF 

Massacnusetts. At Bofon, Mrs. Mary Colefworthy ; Mifs Elizabeth F. An- 
drefe; Mrs, Elizabeth Ray. 

Connecricor, At Newhaven, Mrs, Eunice Todd. At Litchfield, licut. Eaton 
Jones ; lieut. Ephraim Harrifon, 

New-Yorx. In the capital, \\r. Jofiah Byles; Dr. Char'es ‘le, Knight, an emi- 
nent furgeon, and profeflor of anatomy in Columbia college ; Mr. Wisiam Coates 
of Femaica; “Mir. Charles Shaw. At Albany, Virs. Hewlon. At King/lon, in Ut- 
fer county, col. Abraham Hafbrouck, aged 84 years. 

Niw-Jersey. Mr. John Van Buikirk. At. Trenton, Mrs. Spencer, relict of the 
late rev. Dr. Spencer. 

Pewnsytvanta. At Philadelphia, Vr. Gabriel L. Veillard of Newbern ; captain 
Philip Brewn; Mr. John Cafperon, late of ‘Fameico. In the northern liberties, | rs 
Cathcrine Britton, confort of Thomas Britton Cfg. At Curlifo, . r. Jofeph Giver ; 
Mrs. Margaret Steel, confort of r. Jofeph Steel. Suddenly, on his way te Philadel- 
phia, Mr. John Achefon, of W’afington. 

MARYLAND. At Aanapoliz, Archibald Patifon Efq. of Cambridge. In Baltimore 
county, \'re. Elizabeth Dorfey, confort of Mr. Edward Dorfey. 

Souta-Caroutna. At Charleflon, Mrs. Ann Glover, confort of Charles Glover, 
Efy. Mrs. Elizabeth Coachman; Mifs Patty Chandler; Mr. John Moit; Mrs, 
Tart, confort of Nathan Tart Efg. Dr. Mofes Bartram, lete of Phiiade phia At Ca- 
tumbia, Vir. Robert Hafwe'l. At Georgetown, vrs. Horry, confort of co., Peter Hore 
ty. Near Camden, Richard Champion, Efy. 

Geoncia, Near Sevuanch, Mr. Jauses Lincoln, of Sesth-Caredina, 
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